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.~ in foreign eyes

eijing Aeonmed Co. has been
B working around the clock since

Jan. 20. After meeting the coun-
try's needs two weeks ago, its factory
lines have been working flat out on or-
ders from overseas for its lifesaving
ventilators. Unlike face masks or ther-
mometers, where companies can quick-
ly ramp up production, ventilators
have a higher barrier to entry, making
a rapid expansion of production more
difficult. "The global fight against the
pandemic is a test of made- in- China
speed and quality." said Li.( China's Fac-
tories Work, 24/7 to Build Ventilators for
Milan, New York, Bloombery)
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Comment

The epidemic is not a problem of
just one country. Chinese ventilator
factories have reached their maximum
capacity, occupied fully by foreign de-
mand. “Made-in-China” is saving the
world.
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any Chinese companies have
Malready moved beyond crisis
response to recovery and post-
recovery planning. For example,
Kuaishou, a social video platform val-
ued at $28 billion, promoted online ed-
ucation offerings to compensate for
school and university closures. The
company and other video platforms
partnered with the Ministry of Educa-
tion to open a national online cloud
classroom to serve students. (How Chi-
nese Companies Have Responded to Corona-
virus, Harvard Business Review)
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Comment

When threatened by crisis, many
companies are focused on defensive
moves, but some Chinese companies
like Kuaishou boldly innovated around
emerging opportunities. Looking for in-
novation opportunity amid adversity is
China's experience pointing to the sce-
nario that companies should prepare
for.
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n 2019, a total of 4,186,549 copy-
Irights were registered, up 21.09%

over 3,457,338 in 2018, according
to the Circular on China's Copyright
Registration in 2019 issued by the Na-
tional Copyright Administration of Chi-
na on March 25.

In terms of works registration, there
were 2,701,564 on works in 2019, up
14.86% over 2,351,952 in 2018. Chi-
na's works registration witnessed a
steady upward trend. The front runners
were Beijing (1,003,091), Shanghai
(291,803), China Copyright Protection
Center (282,541), Jiangsu (246,607),
Sichuan (171,060) and Chongqing
(157,692), accounting for a combined
79.69% of the total in China. Tianjin,
Guizhou, Gansu and Inner Mongolia
all saw a growth of over 100% in regis-
tration of works. In terms of works
type, the art works attracted the most,
standing at 1,288,139, accounting for
47.68% of the total.

In terms of software registrations, a
total of 1,484,448 examples were regis-
tered in 2019, up 34.36%. in terms of
registration distribution, a total of 1.04
million examples were registered in
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charged with managing the five
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describes  "an official
types of alcohol and the seven types of
preserved vegetables" as evidence of
the position vinegar held in the emper-
or's daily diet. Ancient records state
that Empress Wu Zetian once felt un-
well while in Luoyang. Abdominal dis-
tension and air (gas) stagnation left her
with no appetite. However, a Taoist
priest gave her some aged millet vine-
gar, which allowed her to quickly re-
cover. From then on, the imperial table
always had rice vinegar, and the cus-
tom is still common at present.
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the eastern part of the country, devour-
ing 70.2% of the total. Top performer
Guangdong contributed 250,000 +
(17.2%) of the total. The northeastern
area grew at the fastest rate with
57.7% , 23 percentage points higher
than the nation's average growth rate.

In terms of copyright pledges, in
2019, there were 537 copyright pledg-
es registered, down 1.83%, involving
381 contracts, up 0.26%; 1,600 works,
up 16.96%, 7.64312 billion yuan of pri-
mary debt, down 4.0% and 7.30088 bil-
lion yuan of warranted value, down
12.74%, according to the statistics re-
leased by China Copyright Protection
Center.

The circular reveals that the local
copyright administrations and copy-
right registration authorities across the
nation should follow the development
of such work, further improve submis-
sion system, beef up team construction
and constantly enhance work efficien-
cy by making full use of the national
copyright supervision platform.

(by Dou Xinying)
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registers 4.18 million+ copyrights in 2019
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Shanxi Aged Vinegar

Shanxi aged vinegar is made from
sorghum, wheat, and peas. It is
steamed, fermented, smoked, rinsed,
and sun-dried. With 3,000 years of his-
tory, it is one of the four greatest vine-
gars of China. It is famed worldwide
for its color, fragrance, purity, richness,
and pleasant sour flavor. The main in-
gredient is sorghum bran, and the sec-
ondary ingredients are the sorghum
hulls and husks. The sacchariferous
starter for the fermentation is yeast
made from wheat and peas. After alco-
holic fermentation and acetic acid fer-
mentation, it is then smoked and aged.
It is a shiny brownish-red, similar to
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purple amber and comparable to black
pearl, and it has a uniform appearance
that is rather thick. Rich, refined, and
well-harmonized, it gives off a unique,
smoky, aged fragrance of vinegar and
ester that set each other off well. The
flavor is sour, rich, fresh, and fragrant,
and it leaves a lingering aftertaste.
Since receiving geographical indica-
tion protection, the Shanxi aged vine-
gar industry has continually expanded,
and its share of the overall vinegar mar-
ket continues to grow. As a result, it is
gaining greater recognition in the in-
dustry and in the hearts of consumers.
(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-

ment of CNIPA)
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Canadian company regains revoked TM

eijing High People's Court re-

cently made a judgment on a

case regarding reexamination of
No0.19391647 Bio-K PLUS trademark
and its figure (trademark in question),
ruling that the trademark question,
owned by the Canada-based BoouKep-
ulaite International Company, is not
similar with No.11300843 BLOK
trademark(No.1 cited trademark) when
used on the same or similar product.

The trademark in question was filed
for registration by BoouKepulaisi on
March 23, 2016. After examination,
the former State Administration for In-
dustry and Commerce rejected the ap-
plication as the trademark in question
is similar with the No.l cited trade-
mark, No.G701386 PLUS and its fig-
ure (No.2 cited trademark),
No.5712432 PLUS (No.3 cited trade-
mark) when used on the same or simi-
lar product.

Disgruntled with the ruling, the Ca-
nadian company then launched a reex-
amination request to the former Trade-
mark Review and Adjudication Board
(TRAB) on January 9, 2017.

After examination, the former
TRAB held that the products on which
the trademark in question certified to
be used belong to the same or similar
products with the three cited trade-

marks. One of the distinctive charac-
ters of the trademark question,
"PLUS", is similar with the No.1 cited
trademark "BLOK" in terms of text
composition and calling. In parallel, it
is also similar with the distinctive char-
acters of No.2 cited trademark PLUS
and the No.3 cited trademark PLUS in
terms of text composition and calling.
Accordingly, the former TRAB decid-
ed not to register the trademark in dis-
pute.

The Canadian company refused to
just live with the unsavory result and
brought the case to the Beijing IP
Court, but would only experience frus-
tration again. It then sought the last re-
sort at the Beijing High People's Court,
and submitted to the Court a notarized
consent issued by Germany's Merck
&Company, owner of the No.l cited
trademark, evidencing that Merck
greenlighted BoouKepulaisi's registra-
tion of the trademark in question in
China.

The Court held that the trademark
in question and No.l cited trademark
are not similar, and the right owner of
the No.1 cited trademark consented the
application of the trademark in ques-
tion. As the No.2 cited trademark has
already been revoked by right owner, it
is no longer an obstacle as a prior right

for damning the trademark in question.
The trademark in question and the

No.3 cited trademark have obvious dif-
ferences in word composition, calling,
meaning and appearance, so they are
not similar. Accordingly, the Court re-
jected the first-instance ruling and the
former TRAB appeal, and ordered the
China National Intellectual Property
Administration, which inherited the
former TRAB's functions, to make a de
novo decision. (by Wang Guohao)
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