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© China's IP

..~ in foreign eyes

hina's tech giants are accelerat-
Cing their efforts in the field of

health- care technology using
cloud computing and artificial intelli-
gence, as the country looks to contain
the fast- spreading new coronavirus.
While the U.S. technology firms from
Apple to Microsoft have spoken pub-
licly about their push into health tech,
China's companies have been quietly
working in the background. Alibaba,
Baidu, Tencent, Huawei and DiDi
have all launched new health tech fea-
tures aimed at diagnosing cases and
finding a vaccine for the coronavirus.
(China's giants from Alibaba to Tencent
ramp up health tech efforts to battle corona-
virus, by CNBC)
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Comment:

In a bid to strengthen innovation ca-
pacity, Chinese companies have been
investing more in scientific and techno-
logical research and strengthening IP
protection in recent years. These mea-
sures are helpful for combating against
the virus.
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eely is aiming to become the
Gﬁrst Chinese carmaker to design
and build satellites to support its
autonomous  driving  programme.
Geely Group will invest Rmb2.27 bn
in a new development centre and facto-
ry to manufacture satellites this year,
the company said recently. The centre
will design, test and manufacture low-
orbit communication satellites, which
will be purpose-built to improve geolo-
cation of vehicles and to support their
connected functions, Geely said. (Chi-
na's Geely looks to build own satellites for
autonomous driving, by Financial Times)
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Comment:

In the fierce market competition,
Geely has launched many new prod-
ucts through technological innovation
and IP strategy. The satellite program
represents the company's commitment
to innovation.

Iﬁ; -‘1$
ERA T ES T, E AR
A AL T 5 AA A 2 IR
PR R, E A TR
T EES A AT B 2
., (#7EF)
T G
| Translator IS

% iE REFET

Editor Xiong Huaping

Bl £ &:W

E2HI=HER Published on Wednesday
B8 Deputy Editor-in—-Chief: Liu Peng

2020%E3H11H E8=

htip:/ Awww.iprchn. com

CHINA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY NEWS

Felainf itk

Chinese patent certificates trending E

aper patent certificates are in the
Prear- view mirror, revealed in the
recent No.349 circular of the Chi-
na National Intellectual Property Ad-
ministration (CNIPA). Via the patent e-
filing system, CNIPA will only issue
electronic certificates to e-applications
filed after March 3, 2020 (inclusive).
Users in need of a paper certificate
may request one at the patent e- filing
site (http://cponline.cnipa.gov.cn). An-
other matter of business for change
laid out in the circular is the seal of a
notification proclaiming CNIPA's re-
ception of a patent application, with
the switch from CNIPA patent recep-
tion seal to CNIPA patent examination
seal, in effect from February 17, 2020.
In addition, also from February 17,
2020, CNIPA's patent office, receiving
branches nationwide and local govern-
ments' IP protection centers, rapid right
enforcement centers will cease handing
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ingyao beef is a kind of beef prod-
Puct using high- quality cattle as
the main raw material, which is
made of ground water in Gutao Town,
Hongshan Town, Yuebi Township and
Nanzheng Township of Pingyao Coun-
ty, Shanxi Province. It is pickled and
marinated according to the traditional
processing technology, and named af-
ter Pingyao region.
Pingyao beef has flat cut, deep rose
color, yellowish fat and luster. The
meat is fresh and tender, closely orga-

P&G

s one of the top multinational
Aconsumer goods companies in

the world, Procter & Gamble
has registered a plethora of trademarks
in China including %5 52 1, ¥ ¥ @ and
Pampers. Recently, Fujian High Peo-
ple's Court rendered its second- in-
stance decision on a trademark in-
fringement case and unfair competition
case between P&G and Quanzhou
Yiya Trading Company and Quanzhou
Sunflower Healthcare Company, ruling
that the two defendants' action of pro-
ducing and distributing of baby diapers
with Pampermes logo has infringed the
exclusive trademark right of P&G. In
addition, by labeling the trade name of
R T (BB A RARA
&) (translation of HK Pampers Interna-
tional Nursing Appliance Company)
on the infringement products, the de-
fendants are found foul play in unfair
competition. The defendants should im-
mediately cease trademark infringe-
ment and indemnify P&G 400,000 yu-
an in damages. The decision rebuffed
the appeal from Quanzhou Yiya Trad-
ing Company and echoed the one
made by the trial court, Quanzhou In-
termediate People's Court.

The third party of the case, HK
Pampers International Nursing Appli-
ance Company, was registered by Sun-
flower Company in Hong Kong, and
authorized Sunflower to label 7 i &
o (] P ) 7 B 5 A R 22 F] and
Pamperosoft on the package of baby di-
apers. On April 2, 2017, Sunflower
was authorized by Fujian Lanqingting
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out paper-form office actions and deci-
sions of e-filing applications. For those
electronic office actions and decisions
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already issued but unsealed electroni-
cally, the interested registered users
may request having them electronically

sealed and downloaded from the said e-
filing site. Users may also verify the
authenticity of any e-sealed patent cer-
tificate, office action or decision at the
same site. Relevant walk-through pro-
cedures and guide for verification can
be found in the site's Help section.
(by Zhang Haizhi)
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Pingyao Beef

nized, tough, thin but not firewood.
Pingyao beef is rich in flavor, slightly
salty at the entrance, soft and delicious
when chewing and with a lasting after-
taste. The special quality of Pingyao
beef mainly depends on the natural
properties of Pingyao County. The
groundwater in Pingyao beef produc-
tion area is rich in salt. The ionized salt
can permeate the surface of beef, pro-
mote the meat to be fresh and tender,
and increase the flavor substance. With-
out adding any spice, the meat is still

T

fragrant. A variety of minerals in the
water make meat nutritious. The land-
form of Pingyao County forms two
fjords in the northeast and southwest,
with an open area in the middle, suffi-
cient light and obvious energy accumu-
lation efficiency. The curing and pro-
cessing of Pingyao beef are related to
the change of temperature, humidity,
light and other natural conditions.
(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-
ment of CNIPA)
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Care Products Company, the party not
involved in the case, to use Pampero-
star in production and distribution of
baby diapers. Then, an online flagship
store named Pamperostar was initiated
by Yiya Company.

On June 2, 2017, the former Fujian
Quanzhou Administration for Industry
and Commerce Luojiang Branch made
a decision of administrative punish-
ment that P&G's package of the well-
known products baby diapers named #5
£ 1 was unique. The act of Sunflower
constituted unfair competition. On Feb-
ruary 9, 2018, Quanzhou Economic
and Technological Development Zone
Branch made a decision of administra-
tive punishment that Yiya's act of sell-
ing baby diapers signed with Pampero-
star constituted unfair competition,
confiscating the company's unlawful in-
come and imposing a fine.

After gathering evidence, P&G
sued Yiya and Sunflower at Quanzhou
Intermediate Court.

Quanzhou Intermediate Court held
that defendants used Pampersoft, Pam-
perostar and Pampermes symbols in
prominent positions on infringing prod-
ucts, which constituted similarity with
P&G's registered trademark Pampers
and its figure and characteristics. Con-
sidering that trademark rights of P&G
have enjoyed high reputation among
the public, it may cause confusion
among consumers. The court judged
Yiya and Sunflower co- infringers
based on the relevant evidence and or-
dered Yiya to indemnify P&G 400,000

yuan in damages.

Then Yiya brought the case to Fuji-
an High, claiming that the court should
not impose the civil sanction when the
company has been punished adminis-
tratively. And its products were legally
obtained through authorization from ei-
ther Sunflower or HK Pampers, which
ruled out any violation of other's rights.

Fujian High held that the defen-
dants' action of using Pampersoft, Pam-
perostar and Pampermes symbols in
prominent positions on infringement
products infringed exclusive right of
P&G. In addition, unfair competition
was also established when they used
the package similar with P&G and la-
beled characteristics of 7 itk F T i (
B ) 5 A 5 B R 2 F] on a promi-
nent position on the package. Yiya can-
not be exempted from civil liability on
IP infringement. It was impossible that
Yiya, a retailer of diapers products, did
not know the relevant famous trade-
marks of P&G. In this connection, Fuji-
an High dismissed every claim of
Yiya. (by Jiang Xu)
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triumphs over local trademark freeriders
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