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®)China's IP

.~ in foreign eyes

eijing's push to transition its
Beconomy has led to the country

moving on from simply being
known as the world's factory, accord-
ing to a top executive at Swiss bank
UBS."A lot of things are being created
now in China, rather than it just being
a manufacturing hub. China is at the
forefront of a lot of changes in finan-
cial technology. So we see a lot of fi-
nancial firms using China technology
now, whether it's local firms or even in-
ternational firms," Kathryn Shih, presi-
dent of UBS Asia Pacific, said. (China
isn't just a manufacturing hub anymore,
UBS says, by CNBC)
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"Made in China" which are sold all
over the world have tagged the stereo-
type of low- end and cheap as well.
Now this image is quietly changing.
The transformation and upgrading of
“Made in China”,driven by innovation
is on the fast track to "Created in Chi-
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eijing is infamous for its pollu-
tion and normally the onset of
winter sees it choked in an even
thicker smog than usual, as the heating
is switched on across the Chinese capi-
tal. But at the end of 2017, the oppo-
site seems to have happened. The gov-
ernment said the air quality actually
improved.According to China's Minis-
try of Environmental Protection, in No-
vember, the average PM2.5 concentra-
tion in Beijing was the lowest for the
month it has been in five years. (Reality
Check; Is Beijing's air quality better this
winter? by BBC)
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The prevention and control of smog
not only requires transformation of in-
dustry infrastructure, but also needs
companies to improve the ability of in-
dependent innovation in an all- round
way, especially to develope the leading
support of technical innovation.
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CHINA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY NEWS

Felainf itk

SIPO Commissioner Meets with WIPO DDG

K

n January 15, Shen Changyu,
OCommissioner of the State In-

tellectual Property Office of

PRC (SIPO) met John Sandage, Depu-
ty Director General of the World Intel-

lectual Property

Organization

(WIPO). Shen updated the WIPO
guest on SIPO's new achievements
and developments in IP creation, pro-
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n January 8, President Xi Jin-
Oping presented award certifi-

cates to academicians Wang Ze-
shan and HouYunde, winners of 2017
State Preeminent Science and Technol-
ogy Award and expressed congratula-
tions to them.

The warm moment brought Chinese
scientific and technological innovation
to public eyes again.With no mistake,
China is showcasing and contributing
a bevy of unprecedented scientific and
technological achievements to the
world. Several days ago, Xi listed mar-
velous "technological innovation" and
"major engineering" in his New Year
speech, including the X-ray satellite In-
sight, C919 large airliner, quantum
computer, trial for rice production in
saline soil, launch of Chinese-built air-
craft carrier, "Sea Wing" underwater
glider, first extraction of combustible
ice, operations of Phase IV of Shang-
hai Yangshan Automated Deep Water
Port, finish of main structure of the
cross- sea bridge linking Hong Kong,
Zhuhai and Macao, and running of
Fuxing bullet trains.

As summarized in the 19th CPC Na-
tional Congress Report on achievements
in the past five years, "Through devoting
great energy to implementing the innova-
tion- driven development strategy, we
have seen much accomplished toward
making China a country of innovators."
Booming in scientific and technological
innovation, China is changing the inno-
vation map in the world.

According to the latest stats re-
leased by the State Intellectual Proper-
ty Office (SIPO), in 2017, 1.382 mil-
lion invention patent applications were
filed in China, up 14.2%, making Chi-
na pacing the world for the 7th consec-
utive year; 51,000 PCT international
patent applications were received, up
12.5% , overtaking Japan to be world
No.2; China possessed 1.356 million
domestic invention patents (not includ-
ing those originated from Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan), nearing the U.S.

(1.386 million) and Japan (1.644 mil-
lion). Invention patent ownership per
ten thousand people reached 9.8.

The development of one country de-
pends on various capitals, such as na-
ture resources, matter, human resourc-
es and technology, etc., among which
the human resources and technology
are the key to decide and affect the
long-term sustainable increase. "Inven-
tion patent ownership per ten thousand
people" is an important index to mea-
sure the technology strength of a coun-
try.

In 2010, China owned 1.7 invention
patent per ten thousand people, with
228,000 totally for the whole country.
In 2017, the number grew to 9.8 and
1.356 million, six times as the year
2010. The unprecedented explosive
rise made China to be the power of
global development in IP. "Due to
quite exceptional performance in IP,
China had made great progress in the
journey from 'Made in China' to 'Creat-
ed in China'," said Francis Gurry, Di-
rector General of World Intellectual
Property Office (WIPO).

Why China can grow from a coun-
try of follower to innovator, and inch
much closer to the powers like U.S and
Japan? First, China is the country of
the largest number of market players in
the world, with over 90 million and 27
million registered enterprises; second,
Chinese enterprises have become play-
ers in technological innovation invest-
ment, taking up 77.5% in national
R&D and over 70% scientific research-
ers, rendering China possessing the
largest storage of engineers and techni-
cians in the world; third, China owns
the biggest scale of comprehensive in-
dustrial manufacture system in the
world, contributing to relevance, driv-
ing and integrity between different in-
novations, meeting the needs and sup-
ply; fourth, ratio of the market deal to
GDP grew from 0.95% in 2010 to
1.53% in 2016, over 1.1 trillion yuan,
with rapid development of national

technology market, turning IP into
"cash", obtaining 72 billion yuan
through patent pledge financing in
2017 for whole country, up 65%; fifth,
the "visible force" from government
combined with the "invisible force"
from market.

At the beginning of "reform and
opening- up", China adopted "copin-
ism" to chase after in technology.
Since 21st century, China has accelerat-
ed the pace in science and technology,
reducing the gap with developed coun-
try. Innovation- driven Development
Strategy was proposed at CPC 18th Na-
tional Congress, Innovation is the Pri-
mary Engine of Development was is-
sued at the Fifth Plenary session of
18th Central Committee, and the do-
mestic invalid invention patent owner-
ship per ten thousand people will reach
12 by 2020 was listed in national The
13th Five-Year Plan.

As is specified in 19th CPC Nation-
al Congress, China will significantly
improve its economic, scientific and
technological strength by 2035, mus-
cling into the forefront among the inno-
vation countries. Only on that note,
China may proudly call itself an inno-
vative powerhouse.

(by Hu Angang)

(This article is excerpted from Peo-
ple's Daily Overseas Edition, pub-
lished on January 9.)
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tection, utilization, management and
international cooperation, reviewed
between SIPO and
WIPO, especially in strengthening
cooperation along "Belt and Road".
He wished to deepen and expand co-
operation in this area based on previ-

cooperation

ous success and elevated the level to
a new height.

Sandage expressed congratula-
tions to achievements made by Chi-
na and looked forward to strength-
ening cooperation with SIPO in
PCT promotion, IP arbitration and
mediation, capacity building toward
developing countries and countries
along the "Belt and Road" and per-
sonnel exchange.

During Sandage's stay at SIPO, SI-
PO Deputy Commissioner He Zh-
imin led a deep discussion with him
on PCT matters.

In addition to his stop at SIPO,
Sandage called at Patent Examina-
tion Cooperation Center (Tianjin),
Beijing Intellectual Property Office
and selected PCT users from Beijing
and Tianjin.

(by Liu Peng/Yang Ping)
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