=H=k¥ Published on Wednesday
x i: 5% ¥ Editor-in—Chief: Wu Hui
Al E #.#0 B Deputy Editor-in—Chief: Liu Peng

181 AI0H EH=

hitp: S Swwwiprcho. com

CHINA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY NEWS

Felainf itk

In March 2017, Premier Li Keqiang witnessed the sign-
ing of IP cooperation agreement between SIPO and IP
Australia, as well as SIPO and the Intellectual Property
Office of New Zealand.
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In March 2017, IP Semi-
dent Xi Jinping witnessed the signing of nar was held during the
erstanding (MOU) between State Intellec-
the P.R. China (SIPO) and the Swiss Fed-
tual Property.
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In May 2017, the IP In May 2017, China- In May 2017, SIPO, on behalf of the Chinese govern-
|
| Five Heads Meeting was Visegrad Group Joint ment, signed with WIPO the Agreement on Enhancing
| held. Seminar on IP was held. “Belt and Road” IP Cooperation during the Belt and
I 2017 ££ 5 H , 1 SERR 201755 H,7E—  Road Forum for International Cooperation.
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In July 2017, China- Africa
High level Seminar on IP Sys-
tem and Policies was held.
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2017 was an extraordinary year for China. China actively
provided solutions, voices and wisdom in international fora In August 2017, President Xi Jinping witnessed the sign-

and offered better services to users and the public, contribut- ing of MOU between the governments of China and Tajiki-

ing to the development of inclusive, mutually beneficial, bal- stan on cooperation in the field of IP.
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In September 2017, Cambodia be- In September 2017, the 8th In September 2017, China-Mongolia-Rus-
came the first country who recogniz- Meeting of China-ASEAN Heads sia Joint Seminar on IP and the Heads Meet-
of IP Offices was held. ing among SIPO, GAIPSR and Rospatent
2017 %9 H, i E—7< 8% were held in Russia.
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anced and effective international IP rules and leaving unfor-
gettable IP footprints in 2017.
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es patents granted in China.
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he seven-year trademark dispute

I over LEVIS

Strauss & Company and Guang-

between Levi

zhou Baifu Plastics Company has final-
ly come to an end recently. According
to the final judgment made by the Bei-
jing High People's Court, Levi Strauss
failed to stop Guangzhou Baifu from
registering the LEVIS trademark on un-
processed plastic products, although
the LEVI'S and LEVI'S and its figure
have been registered by Levi Strauss
&Co., and certified to be used on jeans.

The trademark in question was
No.7714607 LEVIS, which was filed
for registration by Guangzhou Baiofu
to the Trademark Office (TMO) under
the State Administration for Industry
and Commerce (SAIC) on September
21, 2009, certified to be used on Class
1 products including polypropylene,
unprocessed plastic and synthetic res-
in. On September 13, 2010, the trade-
mark in question was preliminarily ap-
proved and published by TMO.

Nearing expiration of the publica-
tion opposition period, Levi Strauss
filed an opposition request with the
TMO citing that its NO.1489308
LEVI'S and No.1497177 LEVI'S and
figure trademarks were famous ones
on clothes and jeans. It also cited that
similarity was constituted when the

trademark in question was used on sim-
ilar products. In parallel, the trademark
in question had damaged the prior
right of Levi Strauss, which was an act
of squatting of its prior trademark. The
registration and use of trademark in
question would mislead consumers, un-
dermine market order and cause ill ef-
fect. Levi Strauss requested TMO to re-
voke its registration.

On June 19, 2012, TMO upheld the
registration of the trademark in ques-
tion. The disgruntled Levi Strauss then
brought the case to the Trademark Re-
view and Adjudication Board (TRAB),
also under SAIC. On February 10,
2014, TRAB decided to side with
TMO.

Levi Strauss & Company then
brought the case to Beijing No.1 Inter-
mediate People's Court.

After hearing, the court held that
the products on which the trademark
certified to be used are of very wide
range. Even if the cited trademarks
were ruled well-known, the privileged
protection scope granted could not ex-
tend to the classes allowed for the
trademark in dispute. In parallel, Levi
Strauss failed to prove that prior to the
filing date of the trademark in dispute,
LEVI'S had certain reputation in the
products of the trademark in dispute.

Declaration.

In December 2017, the 17th TRIPO (SIPO, JPO, KIPO)
Heads meeting was held in Korea.
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Levi's Ruled Not Well-known Enough To Unseat Namesake TM Used Elsewhere
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In September 2017, IP cooperation
among BRICS countries have been in-
cluded into BRICS Leaders Xiamen
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Even if the registration of trademark in

dispute was malicious, the trademark
itself and its elements did not produce
harmful effect on politics, economy,
culture, religion and ethnic groups of
China. Besides, the jean products on
which the cited trademarks certified to
be used and that of the trademark in
dispute are not the same or similar
products, and Levi Strauss failed to
prove that its products had enjoyed rep-
utation on unprocessed plastic prod-
ucts.

Accordingly, Beijing No.l denied
the complaint of Levi Strauss, which
would later seek the last resort at Bei-
jing High People's Court.

Unfortunately, it had to eat the
same punch. As said earlier, Beijing
High rejected the appeal of Levi

Strauss and upheld the decision of the
(by Wang Guohao)
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first instance.

In November 2017, Premier Li Keqiang wit-
nessed the signing of IP agreement between SIPO
and the Intellectual Property Office of the Philip-

pines.
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In December 2017, the 3rd ID5 Annual Meeting was held.
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