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.~ in foreign eyes

he NBA has grown to become
TChina‘s most popular sports

league. It's formed partnerships
with some of the country's biggest tech
companies and opened NBA stores
and new experience concept stores in-
side malls. According to the league,
more than 300 million people in China
play basketball. Meanwhile, the NBA
is the most followed sports league on
social media with more than 150 mil-
lion followers. (The NBA is China's most
popular sports league, by CNBC)
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Comment

The NBA is well known. In China,
many powerful companies, such as
Tencent and Sina, are rushing to coop-
erate with the NBA. Thanks to China's
increasingly strong IPR protection en-
vironment, the NBA's business in the
country continues to expand.
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nce a tiny fishing village in the
Oshadow of nearby Hong Kong,

Shenzhen is now a glittering me-
tropolis of more than 12 million peo-
ple. Along with other cities spread
across Southern China's Pearl River
Delta, it rose to prominence in the 80s
and 90s as the world's factory floor,
pumping out boatloads of industrial
and consumer products. But today it's
also widely known as China's answer
to Silicon Valley, the home of tech gi-
ants like Tencent and Huawei. Shen-
zhen has become a magnet for ambi-
tious young entrepreneurs seeking to
take advantage of the city's position at
the heart of global tech supply chains.
It has produced startups like DJI. (In-
side China's Silicon Valley: From copycats
to innovation, by CNN)
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Comment

After decades of development,
Shenzhen has become a city of innova-
tion. The excellent business environ-
ment has been an important guarantee
for Shenzhen's development. It has at-
tracted many domestic and foreign en-
terprises to settle down there because
of IP protection environment.
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Newly Revised Regulations of Patent Agency Released
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ith Chinese Premier Li Keq-

\N/ iang putting his name on the

dotted line of a State Council

order, the newly revised Regulations of

Patent Agency is officially announced

to the public and will be in force from
March 1, 2019.

The outgoing version of the Regula-
tions, promulgated in 1991, has made
postive impact on regulating the patent
representation business and driving the
devleopment of the patent community
as a whole. With the constant improve-
ment of the Chinese socialist market
economy, a no small number of chang-
es have taken place in the patent repre-
sentation business. The revised Regula-
tions coined new requirements in pro-
fessional qualifications, professional
conducts and service superivsion in a
bid to accomondate these changes.

New qualifications requires a Chi-
nese citizen with a junior college de-
gree or above in science or engineering
may attend the national exam for be-
coming a patent attorney. Those who
pass the test will be issued a license of
patent attorney and may commence

ongkou vermicelli is produced in
I the areas under the jurisdiction of
Longkou City, Zhaoyuan City,

Penglai City, Laiyang City and Lai-
zhou City, Shandong Province. The
above areas are typical warm temper-

practice after meeting other statutory
requirements.

Changes also take place in establish-
ment of a patent agency. A patent agen-
cy may only be shaped in the form of
partenrship or limited liability company
(LLC). Other statutory requirements
shall be met before rendering an applica-
tion to the competent patent authority
under the State Council for approval of
operation. The said authority shall make
an approval (or not) decision within 20
days after receiving the application.

Professional conducts and supervi-
sion of services offered by these profes-
sionals or their agencies are improved.
According to the new Regulations, any
organization and individual may file a
patent application and handle any pat-
ent- related matters either by itself, or
by entrusting a lawfully-established pat-
ent agency. Attorney fees charged by
patent agencies shall follow the princi-
ples of free will, fairness and good
faith, factoring in both economic and
social benefits. Professional conducts
and consequential legal liabilities of
patent agencies and patent attorneys are

further specified. Patent agency associa-
tion shall exact heightened self- disci-
plinary actions on its members. Compe-
tent patent authorities are required to
upgrade its services, improve its meth-
ods of checking and overseeing, en-
hance during-and-after supervision.
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Longkou Vermicelli

Je 11y 22

ate continental monsoon areas with
moderate wind, suitable temperature,
low air humidity, adequate sunshine
and unique microbial system, which
are suitable for vermicelli production.
Longkou vermicelli is made of high-
quality mung bean or pea as raw mate-
rial, using traditional acid slurry fer-
mentation process to extract high-puri-
ty starch, and refined by beating, leak-
ing, soaking and drying. The strips are
smooth, pure and bright. When soaked
in water, it retains the color and shape.

When cooked, it become soft and
won't get soggy easily. It can be
cooked with vegetables, fish, meat,
poultry and eggs. It gives a pleasant,
light and chewy taste.

Since the implementation of the pro-
tection of geographical indication prod-
ucts, Longkou vermicelli's annual out-
put is about 100,000 tons, with an an-
nual output value of nearly 8 billion yu-
an. The export volume of Longkou ver-
micelli is increasing year by year. The
products are exported to more than 100

countries and regions.
(Courtesy of the IP Protection Depart-
ment of CNIPA)
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Maserati Fails to Weed Off Namesake Trademark Used on Clothes
Sy 9b %y v AR RERUET B hiae” i e w bs

eijing High People's Court re-
Bcently made a final judgment on
a trademark dispute case be-
tween Italian auto maker Maserati and
Dengta (Liaoning)-based Anlite Leath-
er Clothing Factory, ruling that the in-
dividual surnamed Liu, manager of An-
lite Factory, had realized commercial
use of No. 3760714 7 fi7 % (Note:
Chinese translation of Maserati) trade-
mark on garment making and leather
processing from April 2, 2012 to April
1, 2015 and accordingly, rejecting the
appeal from the Trademark Review
and Adjudication Board (TRAB) and
ordering the TRAB to remand decision.
The factory in the business of
clothes processing was established
solely by Liu on December 12, 2011.
On October 21, 2003, Liu filed the ap-
plication for registration of trademark
in question, which would be approved
on October 7, 2005, certified to be
used on Class 40 services including

garment making, suit measurements
and leather processing.

On April 2, 2015, Maserati peti-
tioned to the Trademark Office (TMO)
to revoke the trademark in question on
the ground that the trademark had not
been used for three years during the pe-
riod stated above.

During the phase of revocation, Liu
presented evidences including tax pay-
ment receipts of OEM contracts and
photos of his factory workshop to prove
that the trademark in question had been
used during the time. After examination,
TMO upheld the registration of that
trademark. The disgruntled Maserati
then asked the TRAB for reexamination.

On May 2017, TRAB held that the
evidences provided by Liu could not
prove when they were formulated, so it
may have no relationship with the
trademark in question. Liu had no oth-
er evidences besides the copies to help
prove its legitimacy, so the chain of ev-

idence could not be established. The
court found that they were hard to
prove Liu realized open, true and effec-
tive commercial use of trademark in
question on clothes marking. So
TRAB decided to revoke the trade-
mark in question.
Liu then brought the case to Beijing
IP Court. Liu provided evidences in-
cluding trademark licensing contracts,
garment processing contracts and or-
ders, tax payment receipts, photos of a
plaque written with ¥ 5 117 #% hanged
outside of factory, workshop photos, a
self- employed businessman license,
tax office permit and medals, in a bid
to prove that Liuwas closely associated
with the trademark in question; Liu
consented the use of the trademark in
question by Anlite Factory; Liu and An-
lite had been using the trademark in
question constantly since 2011 when
making clothes for other parties.
Beijing IP Court held that the evi-
dences could prove the use of trade-
mark in question on garment making
during the stated period. So the Court
made first-instance ruling on May 22,
2018, revoking the reexamination deci-
sion made by TRAB and ordering
TRAB to make a new decision. TRAB
then brought the case to Beijing High,
which confirmed the case after hear-
ing. (by Wang Guohao)
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