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1,181

In the first half,
tionwide handled 1,181 cases of in-
frigement related to import and ex-
port goods, with the estimated cargo
value of 169.8 million yuan.
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3,190

Korean companies and other
organizations filed 3,190 interna-
tional patent applications to the Ko-
rean Intellectual Property Office in
the first half, up 23.4% year on year.
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Between January and July,
Haimen, Jiangsu filed 687 patent
applications, up 35.8% year on year
and obtained 316 patents, up 572%.
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Shenzhen customs handled 213
IPR cases encompassing an estimated
cargo value of 15 million yuan in the
first half, up 112% year on year .
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200,000

Border patrol team in Putian,
Fujian recently attacked an under-
ground warehouse selling pirated
disks, apprehending 8 suspects and
seizing 200,000 copies of disks.

20

20
115,306

From August 2006 to July 2007,
police departments in Guizhou brought
51 cases infringing IPR of Moutai
liquor. They have broken 31 cases, ar-
rested 105 criminal suspects and trans-
ferred 14 cases for prosecution, the 34
accused in which would all be sen-
tenced later. The police seized 115,306
sets of counterfeit packaging, 25,894
infringing bottles and raided 15 manu-

facturing workshops.
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Year to date, cultural market en-
forcement teams in Hubei had dis-
patched 97,000 enforcement offi-
cer/times, checked 15,000 AV shops
and seized 1.1 million illegal copies.
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protection

he inaugural annual summer
meeting of the World Econom-
ic Forum (WEF) was opened in
the coastal Dalian City of Liaoning
Province on September 6.  Standing
Member of the Politburo of the CPC
Central Committee and Chinese Pre-
mier Wen Jiabao reiterated there that
China will not change its open-up poli-
cy and will endeavor to create a better
environment including intensifying IPR
protection for global enterprises, in par-
ticular those burgeoning ones.

Wen said, China's economy is on
the whole in good shape. But prob-
lems such as unstable factors, imbal-

affect China's economic development.
To resolve these problems, we are
putting into practice the scientific
thinking on development and pursuing
an innovation-based model of devel-
opment. We are committed to a com-
prehensive, coordinated and sustain-
able path of development that puts
people's interests first.  Specifically,
we are focusing our efforts on the fol-
lowing areas: maintain fast yet steady
economic growth; speed up changing
the pattern of economic growth; pro-
mote coordinated development; etc.

(by Yu Yijiang/Shi Xuefeng)
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buildings in a dozen Chinese cities.

10 200

An environment-friendly and energy-saving terrestrial thermal pump unit developed by Dalian Baoguang Energy Saving
Air Conditioning Equipment Factory, may extract thermal energy and cold energy from underground water, city sewage, in-
dustry waste water and sea water. The national-technology-award-winning machine has been prevalently used in 2 million m?

(by Wang Wenyang

Fees for plant

ccording to a circular issued

by the National Development

and Reform Commission and
Ministry of Finance, from September
1, an across-the-board reduction
would happen to the fee schedule for
the protection of new varieties of
plants. In addition to the total exemp-
tion of testing fee, filing fee and ex-
amination fee dropped 44.7% and
45.7% respectively while the annual
fee plummeted by 80%.

variety protection shaved

The filing fee for each new vari-
ety fell from 1,800 yuan to 1,000
yuan; examination fee from 4,600
yuan to 2,500 yuan. Within the pro-
tection term the annual fee is 1,000
yuan per year for the first six years
and 1,500 yuan for the seventh year
and beyond. Testing fee is free of

charge. (by Sun Fanghua)

44.7 %
45.7% 80%
1800
1000 4600
2500 1
6 1000 1500

US House OKs' patent: reform bill, chops damage awarded

he US House of Representa-
tives endorsed an amended
version of the Patent Reform
Act, which carried the most sweeping
changes in the past 50 years, including
elevation of patent grant threshold and
significant downsizing of damages
awarded to patent holders who win in-
fringement cases.
House Judiciary = Committee
Chairman John Conyers described the

“ first to file”,

change how courts determine an in-
fringed patent's value."

The US is the only country in the
world using “ first-to-invent practice”.
The bill would change the process to the
aligning it with the sys-
tems in use in Europe, Japan and China
and ending the lingering problem of the
current practice that the identity of an in-
ventor can be hard to prove. The bill
would also create a post-grant opposi-
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Penny-wise: Music Copyright Society
enforces right of household song

picked up a penny on the side

of the road...," a song familiar to

generations of Chinese, is now
a subject of a legal dispute. The Mu-
sic Copyright Society of China (MC-
SC), a collecting society, representing
the song's holder, lodged an action to
combat pirated disks. The IPR Tri-
bunal of the Doncheng District Court
in Beijing heard the case.

The plaintiff MCSC claimed it
was authorized by the holder through
contract to manage the copyright of
the song, Penny, including filing legal
The defendant
made a VCD containing the song

actions if necessary.

without the authorization of the holder
and the plaintiff and sold the VCDs on
market to gain illegitimate benefits.
The copyright of the song is infringed.
Since it had purchased an infringing
copy from www.dangdang.com, the
plaintiff sued www.dangdang.com, the
infringing copy maker and the distrib-
utor, seeking damages in the sum of
15,000 yuan.

During the trial, the plaintiff pro-
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Manual on Promoting Energy Conservation

posed a settlement combining this song
and several other songs not in dispute
here. Due to gaping opinions on the
amount of compensation, there was no
(by Du Lixia)

agreement reached.

VCD

and Emission Reduction

ased on the key findings in Da-

ta for Energy Conservation and

Emission Reduction, the Min-
istry of Science and Technology recent-
ly distributed booklets named Manual
on Promoting Energy Conservation and
Emission Reduction -Data for 36
Species of Daily-Life Activities, which
provide readers with advices and mea-
sures to reduce energy consumption not
at the expense of losing living standard.

and reduce carbon dioxide emission of
about 200 million tons, which are very
pronounced achievement for economy,

society and environment.
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9.7 current patent system as inefficient, tion proceeding, allowing third parties to " The research is noting that any in-
1.5 bogged down by inappropriate litiga- challenge newly issued patents by fur- appreciable behavior by each individu-
110 tion rules, unreliably funded, and re- nishing evidences. (by Wei Xiaomao) al could have great impact on energy
sulting in patents of “ questionable conservation and emission reduction. 36
_:l quality.” The bill would make it hard- 50 It also estimated that if all Chinese fol- 7700
er to secure a patent and easier for ri- low the manual, the whole country 2
SN Wang  Weiwei | vals to challenge one, and it would ( will save 77 million coal equivalents
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