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11,800

In the first half of 2007, admin-
istrations for industry and commerce
nationwide handled 11,800 trade-
mark infringement cases, 2,745 of
which were related to foreign trade-
marks, 33 of which were handed
over to police or prosecution author-
ities.
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In the second selection of
Chinese long honored brands, 117
brands out of the 358 finalists were
evaluated 100 million yuan or more.
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In a recent interview, Yan Xi-
aohong, Vice Minister of the Gen-
eral Administration of Press and
Publication and the National
Copyright Administration said the
rate of software piracy was not
over 50%.
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Yunnan has acquired 23 new
varieties of plants for fresh flowers,
accounting for 70% of the country's
total.
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In 2006, patent agencies in
Zhejiang  represented 26,800

patent applications, accounting for
62.3% of all the patent applica-
tions filed from the province.
Their total earnings registered at
38,544,000 yuan.
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In the first half, administra-
tions for industry and commerce
in Shanghai handled 1,104 trade-
mark violations with an estimated

n the first half of 2007, the State
I Intellectual ~ Property  Office
(SIPO) of China received a total
of 268,926 patent applications, up
7.3% from 250,703 of the same pe-
riod last year. Geographical break-

down is: domestic, 216,473, up
7.7% from 201,035, 80.5% of the
total; foreign, 52,453, up 5.6%

from 49,668, 19.5%.

Specifics by category are: shares
of invention, utility model and de-
sign, 38.8%, 27.8% and 33.4%; in-
vention, 104,341, up 6.9%; utility

model, 74,733, down 1.4%; design,
89,582, up 16.3%.

SIPO granted 167,750 patents,
up 40.5% year on year.
(by Mao Jinsheng/Wang Xiaohu)
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Starbucks closed its outlet at Beijing's Forbidden City on July 14, after seven years' controversial presence.
business arrangements for China's most famous imperial palace require all shops on its premises to operate under the palace's
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The latest

(by Zhong Hua)

Hong Kong beefs up protection of Olympic IPRs

ymbols, mascots and anything
S else with an Olympic tag will

be closely monitored by the
Hong Kong Customs and Excise De-
partment, our correspondent learnt at
the Sixth Meeting of Guang-
dong/Hong Kong Expert Group on the
Protection of Intellectual Property
Rights in Guangzhou.

Speaking at a press conference
after the meeting, the Director General
of Guangdong Provincial Intellectual
Property Office, Li Zhongduo, said the
scheme of the joint expert group meet-
ing had been very fruitful in building
up the co-operation in many aspects.
The co-sponsored IP and SME devel-

opment seminars had been successfully
held for several times and would stay
in the cooperation program.

Stephen Selby, Director of Hong
Kong Intellectual Property Depart-
ment, expressed the Special Adminis-
trative Region's desire to step up pro-
tection of Olympic IPRs as an event
venue for the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
Though only a few violations of
Olympic IPRs popped up in the re-
gion, the Customs had levied severe
penalties.

(by Gu Qizhi/Li Wei/Li Zheng)
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Win by way of patent knockout,

General Protecht routs Leviton

aking himself heard loud and
M clear to the media on July 19,
General Protecht Group (once
known as Zhejiang Dongzheng Electrical)
President Chen Wusheng announced his
company's victory over US electrical gi-
ant Leviton after three years of close quarter
battles, ending Chinese companies' win-
ning drought in US patent litigations. A US
media comments* its political significance
way outweighs any commercial value”.

In April 2004, Leviton brought
suits four of General Protecht's impor-
tant customers in the district courts of
New Mexico, Florida and California.
After 3 years,on July 10, 2007, Federal
District of New Mexico Judge James
Browning awarded summary judgment
of non-infringement, in favor of Gen-
eral Protecht. The order found that the
General Protecht GFCI (ground fault
circuit interrupters) devices at issue do
not infringe upon Leviton's asserted
patent 6246558. Then litigation-happy
plaintiff Leviton is now in a torrid bid
to settle with General Protecht. “ We
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have unwavering faith in the case and
we win,” Chen can not wait to share
the news to the media.
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Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

he Patent Cooperation Treaty

(PCT) was concluded on June

19,1970 in Washington D.C.
The Treaty formed under the principles
of the Paris Convention for the Protec-

malities for a user to file the same
patent application to multiple countries
and reduces duplicative work of patent
offices around the world.
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