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France filed 3,614 patent appli-
cations in China in 2006, ranking the
sixth among foreign countries.
Through the end of April, the cumu-
lative number of applications to Chi-
na filed by French users hit 24,542,
21,000 of which were for invention.
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As of the end of 2006, China
had registered 21,410 national stan-
dards and recorded 33,552 industrial
standards and over 130 million en-
terprise standards.
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193,332

After China's accession to the
WTO, administrations for industry
and commerce nationwide have
handled 193,332 trademark in-
fringement cases, 28,041 of which
involved foreign parties.
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In 2006, administrations for in-
dustry and commerce nationwide in-
vestigated 428 violations of the
Olympic symbols with 2.59 million
yuan in proceeds, imposed 1.72 mil-
lion yuan in fines and transferred 6
suspects from 1 case to judicial au-
thority for criminal sanctions.
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As of the end of 2006, there
were more than 2,600 franchising
chains with 200,000 outlets in China,
13% and 16% growth respectively.
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Through now, courts of all lay-
ers have determined 200 well-known
marks through trial.
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In response to a lead provided by
the 12312 tipping line, Wuhan Copy-

WCT and WPPT effective in China, advance copyright protection

he WIPO Copyright Treaty

(WCT) and the WIPO Perfor-

mances and  Phonograms
Treaty (WPPT), which formally came
into force in China on June 9, have
brought copyright protection in the
country to the digital dimension by of-
fering viable solutions to the emerging
copyright issues mostly rooted from
new technology.

“ The implementation of the two
Internet treaties will boost China's IPR
cooperation with the international
community, help refine China's copy-
right legislations and beef up our
copyright protection on the Internet,”
said Yan Xiaohong, Vice Minister of
the General Administration of Press
and Publication and the National
Copyright Administration. “ There is

no substantial inconsistency between
the treaties and current Chinese legis-
lations,” stressed Yan, “ The next
steps to align the Chinese copyright
laws with them are well designed.”
The 25th Session of the Standing
Committee of the National People's
Congress ratified China's accession to
the WCT and the WPPT on December
29 2006.
matically applicable in the Hong
Kong and Macao Special Administra-
tive Regions though. As of now, 58

The treaties are not auto-

countries have ratified or joined the
treaties. (by Yao Wenping)
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group on June 14 in Beijing.
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(by Yang Shen/photo)

SIPO Commissioner Tian Lipu (R1) shares comments on major global IPR issues with his French counterpart Benoit
Battistelli (L1) of the National Institute of Industrial Property during the 21st session of the Sino-Franco patent joint working

RMB' 100 million loans' granted to IPR' pledges in/ Beijing

s informed at the promotion
A for the IPR pledge loan on
June 8, a product co-created
by the Beijing Municipal Commission of
Science and Technology and the Bank
of Communications,Beijnng  Branch
ZhanYeTong (Chinese name for the
product, means business facilitator) had
yielded IPR pledge loans in excess of
RMB100 million
operation.

after seven months'

A principal from the Commission
said, in an effort to ease SMEs' difficul-
ty in financing, the Commission in co-
operation with the Bank and Beijing
Jingwei Law Firm launched this finan-
cial product in October 2006.

At the promotion, the two chief

The Best Brand Enterprise Award Given in HK

sponsors also renewed their agree-
ment on granting loans to tech-orient-
ed SMEs. The principal said his com-
mission would appropriate a special
fund to sponsor those brokers with
great contributions to the promotion
of the IPR pledge loans. Having ob-
tained an IPR pledge loan would be a
big plus for an SME vying for Bei-
jing's innovation fund to offset its loan

interests. (by Liu He)
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Suzuki Elevator fined RMB 2.75M for

trademark infringement

fter five months' investiga-
A tion, the Administration for

Industry of Commerce (AIC)
of Xiamen found Suzuki Elevator
(Shenzhen)'s infringement of SEC Ele-
vator's trademark and imposed 2.75
million yuan in administrative fines.
Earlier this year, a Xiamen-based IPR
firm in representing SEC lodged a
complaint to the Fair Trade Division
of the AIC after learning Suzuki's sale
of three elevators with SEC logos to a
Xiamen real estate developer. The A-
IC investigators then discovered SEC
is a registered Chinese trademark un-
der the name of SEC Elevator with its
life span running from September 7
2000 to September 6 2010. SEC la-
bels were affixed on the fire emergen-
cy buttons, control cabinets, towing
machine and car operator of the three
elevators in question.

The AIC entered the conclusion
that the acts of Suzuki had constituted
the trademark infringement under the
Chinese Trademark Law for using an
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identical registered trademark on the
same product without the authorization

of the owner. (by Pan Mingfa)
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Regulations on the Administration of Regis-

tration of Farmers  Cooperative Consortium

he Regulations on the Adminis-
tration of Registration of Farm-
ers' Cooperative Consortium,
recently promulgated by the State

praisal of all members. Members are
not permitted to contribute with labor,
credit, name of a natural person, busi-
ness reputation, franchising right or

right Administration and Wuhan Mar- Council, will come into force on July mortgaged property.
ket Inspection Team for Publications nterprises with outstanding practices and sets the benchmark for 2007( 1 2007. The Regulations provide for
recently raided a bookstore in Gu- achievements in brand build- other industry players in their pursuit of the registration of a farmers' coopera-
loudong, Yuemachang of Wuchang ing and management were brand excellence. Winners of 'The Best tive consortium. Non-monetary proper- 2007 7 1
and seized over 40 copies of illegal recognized on June 8 at the presenta- Brand Enterprise Award' were Master ties like tangibles and IPRs are permit-
and pirated publications. tion ceremony of 'The Best Brand En- Kong Holding Corp. and Chow Sang ted to contribute to capital pool but are
terprise Award 2007 (Greater China)' Sang Jewellery Co., Ltd. subject to the appraisal of all members.
40 in Hong Kong. The event, jointly organized by Rule 8 of the Regulations pro-
Speaking at the ceremony, Mr Wil- the HKPC and China Trademark As- vides, members of the consortium may
12312 son Fung, Executive Director of the sociation, received over 200 entries contribute ~ with  currencies  or
co-organizer Hong Kong Productivity from Hong Kong, Macao and the non-monetary properties, for example
Council (HKPC) pointed out that Mainland, covering a wide range of tangibles and IPRs, that could be con-
40 in today's globalized economy, branding manufacture and service sectors. verted into currencies or transferred
is one of the critical factors for enterpris- (by Li Qizhang and Wu Hui) under  statutory  requirements.
_:l es to stay competitive. '"The Best Brand 200 Non-monetary properties contributed
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