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132,994

SIPO received a total of
132,994 patent applications of the
three kinds from January to March
2007, among which 52,826 were for
invention, 37,122 for utility model
and 43,046 for design.
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As of the end of 2006, the
number of intermediate courts of
law with jurisdiction over patents,
new variety of plants and layout de-
signs of integrated circuit were 62,
38 and 43 respectively. 17 lowest
courts had jurisdiction over IPR civ-
il disputes.
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In 2006, IP administrations
nationwide received a total of
1,227 patent infringement and 43
other patent disputes, dealt with 33
cases faking others' patents and
933 cases faking patent identity,
dispatched 20,475 officers/times,
checked 7,780 commercial estab-
lishments and 2.96 million pieces
of goods, transferred 44 cases to
other agencies, received 35 cases
from other agencies and participat-
ed in 469 joint enforcement opera-
tions.
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Establishment of IPR pilot areas
reaped fruits with 55 state-directed
pilot cities, 10 model cities, 14 pilot
high-tech parks and 2 model parks.
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hinese Premier Wen Jiabao

delivered a speech to the Chi-

nese and Korean business
community on the economic and
trade cooperation between the two
countries in a luncheon on April 11
during his visit to the neighboring
country. Wen sai d that the Republic
of Korea (ROK) generated many ad-
vanced technologies with indigenous
IPRs in its process to become an in-
dustrialized country, said Wen. In an
effort to ensure sustainable develop-
ment of the two economies, China is
willing to learn from the Korean expe-
riences and boost technological com-
munication with ROK in the fields of
environmental protection, energy-sav-
ing, telecommunication, logistics,

high-tech and IPR protection.

In his ensuing trip to Japan from
April 11 to 13, the premier signed a
joint news release with the Japanese
government in Tokyo on April 11.
Both sides agree to strengthen the co-
operation in energy, environmental
protection, finance, telecommunica-
tion and IPR protection among many
other fields. IPR dialogues and coop-
eration are to be unfolded on the basis
of mutual respect and benefit for the
gradual upgrading of IPR use and pro-
tection standard and the resulting fa-
vorable development of the economic
ties between the two countries.
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port forecasts 60% luxury brands are expected to have their own plants in China by 2009.

2009 60%

Pedestrians walking past a window display of luxury goods in a Beijing department store. The latest Global Luxury Re-

by Zhong hua)

The National IPR Week 2007 Opens

n April 20, the opening ceremo-
O ny of the National IPR Week
2007 was held in Beijing.

The IPR Week serves to enhance
social awareness of IPR protection
and public participation in IPR protec-
tion.  Since its inauguration, it has
gradually become a platform to publi-
cize IPR laws and elevate awareness.

More agencies are present at the
event than the past three years, name-
ly 18 central government departments
including State Office of Intellectual

tion for Industry and Commerce, Na-
tional Copyright Administration and
State Intellectual Property Office.
New themes, such as 12312 hotline
and protection of Olympic IPRs are
added. Many publicity events are or-
ganized in popular and fun fashion.
Among them, SIPO held a contest to
select IPR songs. Local governments
are also about to hold numerous other
unique, creative and influential events
with their geographical feature.

(by Yan Wenfeng)
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leven recording companies af-

filiated with four top recording

groups sued Yahoo China for a
damage of 5.5 million RMB over Ya-
hoo's music downloading service that
infringes their copyrights.  The In-
fringement by Alibaba was established
at first instance by Beijing Second In-
termediate People's Court on April 23.

The 11 companies claimed that
Alibaba, Yahoo China's parent com-
pany began music listening and down-
loading service of their rightful phono-
grams, namely 223 Chinese and Eng-
lish songs in 47 labels, to the public at
www.yahoo.com.cn from April 10,
2006.  The plaintiffs believed their
rights of reproduction, information net-
work distribution and royalty acquisi-
tion over these songs were infringed by
Yahoo since the management of the
web site abetted, joined and assisted
others to provide listening and down-
loading service by editing and offering
relevant information of the songs such
as lyrics and ring tones.

Alibaba rebutted that the service
it provides is merely a hyperlink ser-
vice rather than downloading. Users
may access third party web pages only
by clicking searched links. For that,
Yahoo China has fulfilled its legal
obligation. (by Wu Ming)
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