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2,658

In 2006, IPR tribunals at
three-level people's courts in Bei-
jing received a total of 2,651 cases
at first instance and concluded 2,
658, representing 37% and 41% in-
crease respectively.
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An increasing number of IPR
suits were lodged at courts in Henan
last year. The courts received 430
cases with claimed object value of
99.15 million RMB at first instance,
a 26% growth over the previous
year; 64 cases with claimed object
value of 45.5 million RMB at sec-
ond instance, a 24% growth. Copy-
right and trademark cases had the

highest rates at 30%.
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In 2006, Hong Kong Customs
uncovered 30 copyright piracy cas-
es, detained 75 suspects and HK
$1.67 million worth of goods.
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Beijing Customs uncovered 2
Olympic symbols infringements,
seizing 10 sets of forfeited Olympic
souvenir coins and 48 forfeited
T-shirts in two consecutive inspec-
tions recently.
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Chongqing cultural enforce-
ment agency along with local police
raided 3 wholesale traders and
seized 5,900 pirated compact disks
in a tavern in Shiqiaopu of Gaoxin
District in a recent action.

7 China’s Action

Plan on IPR

o comprehensively, systemati-
T cally and concretely interpret

Chinese government's mea-
sures on IPR protection work in 2007
and to effectively direct the national
IPR protection work, on April 2, the
State Office of Intellectual Property
Protection released China's Action
Plan on IPR Protection which covers
10 aspects of IPR protection and in-
cludes 276 specific measures.

Under the Action Plan, relevant a-
gencies will launch multiple actions to
protect IPR. Legislation: to draft, cre-
ate and revise 14 laws, regulations and
provisions on trademark, copyright,
patent and customs protection as well
as 7 judicial interpretations and guiding
principles. Enforcement: 14 special
rectification campaigns,including Daily
Anti-piracy Campaign, Special Cam-
paign on Combating Pirated Teaching

Materials and Supplements, Operation
Blue Sky, and 11 routine law enforce-
ment programs are to be launched.
Court trials: 8 measures will be adopted
to ensure indigenous innovation capa-
bilities and IPR originalities of the
whole society. Administration: 8 cate-
gories of 46 measures are to be em-
ployed to improve the mechanism,
such as setting up high-efficiency law
enforcement coordination mechanism,
improving and standardizing functions
of the reporting and complaining ser-
vice centers for [PR protection. Re-
search: 23 topical researches on IPR
protection will be conducted.

(by Dou Xinying and Zhang Haizhi)
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ARJ21

is eligible to service short and mid range regional routes of over 80% current domestic routes

Final assembly of China's homemade regional jet with self-generated IPRs ARJ21 starting in Shanghai on March 30.
The new airliner with passenger capacity ranging from 70 to 110 seats on different versions and wider cabin size in its class,
(Courtesy: Newsphoto)
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590 Million lllegal Publications' Seized by Police in Past Five Years

5

s informed at the National Pub-
A lic Security Conference, during

the five years from 2002 to
2006, public security agencies (police)
nationwide had uncovered 165,000 vio-
lations manufacturing and selling porno-

other agencies concerned, and con-
stantly intensified actions. The police
had launched many specific cam-
paigns, including Special Campaign A-
gainst Pirated AV Products, Regional
Action against Piracy Crimes, 100-Day
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Protection Released

Cartier Sues a Beijing Photography Studio for. Free Ride

”

artier International, owner of

the world-renowned jewelry

brand Cartier sued Beijing
Qing Ding Qi Yuan Wedding Service
Center and Ka Di Ya Wedding Pho-
tography Studio for trademark in-
fringement. The Beijing First Inter-
mediate People's Court heard the me-
dia-attentive case on April 3.

The plaintiff claims, after 1995,
both Cartier and (pronounced
in Chinese, Ka Di Ya) became regis-
tered trademarks, and in 2004, they
were endorsed as well-known marks
by the Trademark Office of the State
Administration for Industry and Com-
merce. The words (also pro-
nounced Ka Di Ya) used by the two
defendants in their registered compa-
ny names, are similar to the registered
trademark .

The defendants argue that the name

was a representation of the own-
er's respect to the famous French photog-
rapher Henri Cartier Bresson and his in-
tent to associate his photographic skills
with the French master's. The decoration
of the storefront is also in unison with the
exotic name. In addition, as well-known
and reputable companies in wedding

photography business, they do not need
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New Judicial Interpretation Steps up

to take a free ride with the plaintiff's

brand from an utterly irrelevant business.

The court did not make its deci-
sion immediately and would hear the

case again on a separate day.

(by Guo Jingxia)
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Sanctions on IPR Crimes

5900 graphic and pirated publications and Campaign Against Piracy, Daily An-
seized 590 million illegal publications. ti-Piracy Campaign. by Jing Hua)
Police combated piracy crimes i . . ) I
and intensified public security adminis- R fter t}'{e slgnlﬁcantly lowering into othe'r very serious acts under the
3 tration from both the perspectives of 2002 2006 5 “ ro tl?e cr{mmgl thre'shf)ld.f(-)r H,)R same article.
5900 key geographical arcas and key links of " 'v1olat1ons .1n their judicial in- 2004 12
. . terpretation (JI) in December 2004,
89,000 the supply chain, worked closely with 16.5 the Supreme People's Court and the
In 2006, administrations for in- Hong Kong Customs: Delivers Heavy Jab to' Piracy. Supreme People’s Procuratoratere- T A
dustry and commerce in Ningxia leased a new JI on April 5 to further
checked 47,000 commercial estab- strengthen  protection against IPR
lishments, closed down 11 counter- crimes.
feit workshops, handled 2 trade- As introduced by a Supreme Court
mark infringement cases and 2 cases t the Mainland and Hong Region by applying specific measures source, the two judicial authorities
of forging, manufacturing and selling A Kong Copyright Criminal to the four respective links of the sup- fine-tuned the 2004 JI after deliberating
others' registered trademarks without Law Seminar on March 31, ply chain:retail, manufacturing, distri- the new developments of IPR protection
authorization,totaling 89,000 infring- Commissioner Timothy Tong of Hong bution, import and export. In re- 1998 1000 and evaluating the experiences of judi-
ing trademark labels. Kong Customs and Excise Department sponse to the elevated sanction on IPR 35 cial practice in criminal protection. 2004
said, after the implementation of Copy- crimes by the newly amended Copy- One notable change in the new JI
8.9 right Ordinance in 1997, copyright pira- right Ordinance, Hong Kong courts is the deep drop of the threshold for
2006 cy was unequivocally deemed as a immediately made wrongdoers feel the requirement of amount of copies
4.7 crime, thus curbing piracy and infringe- the deterrent. The percentage of those in copyright infringement. Under the
11 ment effectively. The number of shops convicted and serving extended im- JI, where the copies of unauthorized
2 selling pirated compact disks in Hong prisonment term (6 months or above) and for-commercial-purpose repro-
Kong drops from 1,000 in 1998 to 35 increases from 30% in 1997 to 70% ductions of literary works, music,
2 for the time being. for the time being. (by Wu Hui) movie, TV, video, computer software 500
8.9 Hong Kong Customs has been and other works are over 500, the act 217 “
relentlessly enforcing IPR laws a- 3 31 “ 6 falls into other serious acts under Arti- ! 2500
_:l gainst different kinds of copyright ” 1997 30% 70% cle 217 of the criminal law. Where 217
piracies in the Special Administrative 1997 the copies are over 2,500, the act falls "
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