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200,183

As of February 2007, 200,183
patent applications had been filed
from Beijing, making the city the
Sth province or municipality with
200,000 patent applications.  Bei-
jing also had climbed over the 100,
000 plateau for patents granted with
101,750, ranking 6th in the nation.
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As of the end of 2006, Shang-
hai had 110,000 registered trade-
marks, 48 of which were China
well-known marks determined by
the State Administration for Indus-
try and Commerce.
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China Brand Strategy Promo-
tion Committee published the 2007
Evaluation List for Chinese Top
Brand Products. 183 products of 16
industries are selected for the list.
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In 2006, the number of patent
applications from Shanxi exceeded
2,000 for the first time. The in-
crease over the previous year was
also the steepest in the past two
decades and ranked first among the
six mid-China provinces.
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As informed at Shaanxi Forum
for International Marketing of Prod-
uct Brands, the northwestern
province is injecting more blood to
support the development of ex-
port-oriented brands. An individual
brand may acquire the maximum of
500,000 RMB from government an-
nually while an individual public
project may garner 1,000,000 RMB.
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tate Council Vice Premier Wu
S Yi sent a congratulation letter

to the Global Forum on Intel-
lectual Property Rights Protection and
Innovation which was held in Beijing
on March 27.  State Councilor Chen
Zhili delivered an opening speech.
SIPO Commissioner Tian Lipu made
the keynote presentation.

In Wu's congratulation letter, IPR
protection is stressed as a prerequisite
and safeguard for innovation. Chinese
government attaches great importance
to capacity building for indigenous in-
novation, establishes a development
strategy for building an innovative
country, constantly refines its IPR sys-
tem and intensify IPR protection.
Chinese government will continue its
efforts in promoting IPR protection

through more effective measures,
combined with more cooperation and
interaction with international commu-
nity.

Chen briefed on the latest devel-
opments of IPR protection in China.

“ Chinese government has been priori-

tizing IPR protection. While develop-
ing countries endeavor to establish
and update their IPR system and pro-
tect [IPRs with authority, IPR protec-
tion is still a global issue which re-
quires cooperation, understanding and
joint efforts among all parties,” says
the Councilor.

(by Yin Xunning and Sun Fanghua)
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The first MG car made in China rolled off the production line in Nanjing on March 27.

(by Zhong Hua)

Domestic: Automaker. Sets Up First; Plant in South America

n Beijing on March 22, Chery
I Auto of China and Socma Group

of Argentina concluded an a-
greement for the establishment of a
joint venture in Uruguay. Chery be-
came the first Chinese automaker to
set up plant in South America.

Facilitated by the China Associa-
tion for the Promotion of Industrial
Development under the National De-
velopment and Reform Commission,
Chery and Socma determined to man-
ufacture automobiles in Uruguay with
the preliminary annual production tar-

get of 25,000 automobiles and
planned gradual increase in the future.
The two new partners are planning to
manufacture and sell Chinese automo-
biles in Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay and even the entire Latin
America. Tiggo is the first model to
be manufactured. Both sides wish the
production capacity be expanded ex-
peditiously for the gradual introduc-
tion of other Chery models.
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Zhejiang Candy Maker's Claims over. Alpen-
liebe Infringement Denied at First Instance

he battle for the trademark
Nong Nong,
ered by us in several editions,
has some new developments. The re-
porter was informed on March 25, Jin-

which was cov-

hua Intermediate People's Court in
Zhejiang did not sustain the claims of
Zhejiang Longyou Pingfen Confec-
tionery and Food Factory that Perfetti
Van Melle (China) had infringed its
trademark for manufacturing and sell-
ing Alpenliebe creamy candies.

In its complaint, Pingfen claims
that the two Chinese characters, or
Nong Nong is its registered trademark
for the class of confectionery products
and Alpenliebe's labeling of Nong Nong
Nai Xiang Qing on creamy candies con-
stituted its exclusive right of trademark.
The court would later hold that the text
and figure trademarks of Alpenliebe,
which are held by the defendant, takes
up predominant place on the candy
package. In this context, the words of
Nong Nong Nai Xiang Qing, which is in
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Ministry of Public Security Demands

Blow to Copyright Piracy

smaller fonts, would not cause confusion
to the public and consequently does not
infringe the trademark Nong Nong. The
court herewith denies all the claims of
the plaintiff.

(by Cui Wenyu)

he Ministry of Public Security
recently issued a notice, de-
manding escalation of sweep-
ing pornography and combating ille-
gal publications by police at all levels,

cuted. In an effort to avoid the use of
rented real estate for illegal manufac-
turing and sale activities by felons, the
real estate rental market shall be strict-
ly administered by spelling out the
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In 2006, all IPR enforcement Cs equipped ‘VVith Dragon Ch%p bgdget desktop.s and notebooks installed tions. . .
o . 2E made their market debut in with dragon chips were successfully de- Local police shall monitor the
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2006 on chip's development was high in the cally from high to low three levels in namely, illegal campact disk produc-
863 project and the important innova- Chinese government hierarchy) have tion lines. Police shall work closely
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