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Since March 2006, the cul-
tural administrative agencies na-
tionwide have been conducting a
Sunshine Campaign to rectify the
order in the AV publication mar-
ketplace, bringing 10,330 cases.
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1,803,393 D om ain N am es

Informed by the China
Internet Network Information
Center (CNNIC), as of December
2006, there were a total of 4,109,
020 Chinese domain names, 1,
803,393 of which were registered
with .cn.  The growth of .cn is
faster than .com.
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30 millionRMB

In 2006, Beijing Xiushuijie
market established a specific
IPR protection fund of 30 mil-
lion RMB in support of its
shops’ transition to carry more
domestic brands including pres-
tigious traditional brands and li-
censed brands.
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90,366 PatentA pplications

Patent Applications filed
from  Guangdong  Province
reached 90,866 in 2006, a
25.58% hike year on year, mak-
ing the southern province na-
tion’ s top filer for the 12th con-
secutive year.
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157 Products

Informed by the Beijing
Commission of Science and
Technology, 157 products from
101 companies inclusive of Ai-
go digital camera from Beijing
Huagqi Information Digital Tech-
nology were granted the title
self-innovated products.
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53,267 Applications

Patent applications filed
from Jiangsu Province recorded
at 53,267 in 2006, a 53.05% in-
crease year on year. The coastal
province ranked second among
provinces in cumulative patent
applications, moving from third
place in 2005.
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n January 18,  Beijing

Xiushuijie Market held an

awarding ceremony for
IPR protection.  Senior officials
from Beijing Administration for
Industry and Commerce, Beijing
Intellectual Property Office and
Chaoyang District as well as Paul
Ranjard, Chair of the IPR Working
Group, European Chamber of
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ministration of  Customs

I nformed by the General Ad-
(GAC), customs nationwide

handled a total of 2,473 cases re-
lating to exported or imported in-
fringing goods in 2006, which had

Commerce awarded the shop own-
ers with good business practice in
terms of IPR.

Ranjard affirmed Xiushui-
jie' s changes and progresses in
IPR protection, recognizing its
significance as an abstract of
China's improvement in IPR
protection.

“ Xiushuijie has just begun

n January 20, Ministry of
Information Technology
released a national stan-

O

dard on multi-channel digital radio

a value of 200 million RMB.

In August 2006, GAC launched
a campaign seizing infringing goods
circulated by the channels of post and
express delivery in light of the more
frequent use of these means by IPR
infringers for export. The exported
goods and articles with potential
IPR issue were screened more inten-
sively. The containers which mani-
fests carried names of famous brands
were opened for inspection without
an exception. In September, a spe-
cific campaign at borders in the
Yangtze Delta Region effectively
curbed the upward trend of export
of infringing goods from the re-
gion.

During the August campaign,

Paul Ranjard, Chair of the IPR Working Group, European Chamber of Commerce, awards Xiushuijie’ s shop owners.

3000

tasting the flavor of IPR protec-
tion,” said Wang Zili, General
manager of Xiushuijie Garment
Market Company. In 2006, Xiushui-
jie adopted several measures in mak-
ing the market more IPR-friendly,
drafting its own IPR development
strategy, establishing a specific IPR
protection fund of 30 million RMB
and encouraging its shops to carry

coding and decoding technology
for the digital radio industry. The
standard which be widely used in
digital television and digital radio
will shake few foreign companies’
dominance in the field. Drafted on
the basis of self-generated digital
radio technology of Guangzhou
Digirise Technology, the standard
was eventually developed by the
administrative authority for the
setting of electric industry stan-

customs seized 426 infringements
with the goods value of 2.32 mil-
lion RMB by post or express deliv-
ery. In the September campaign,
customs in the Yangtze Delta Re-
gion handled 162 such cases with
16.51 million RMB goods.

The seizure of this magnitude
of cases served an efficient leash on
the illegal import and export of in-
fringing goods. Enlightened by the
customs’ definitive action, many
OEM factories have formed a
habit of consulting the necessary
IPR credentials including the au-
thorized IPR license scope before
taking any order for the avoidance
of committing infringement with-
out knowledge.

(by Qian Bingge)

10

more domestic brands including
prestigious traditional brands and
licensed brands.

Forty shops were awarded in
four equally-divided categories,
Most Culturally Significant, Most
Fashionable, Best in Dealing Li-
censed Products and Most Innova-
tive.

(by Liu Ren)

dard. Many performance specifi-
cations of the new technology is
up to par of the latest international
technology, particularly in high
compression efficiency, high-qual-
ity sound, less complexity in de-
coding and broad error tolerance.
The technology could be applied
in digital television, digital radio,
broad-band multimedia and mo-
bile multimedia.

(by Dou Xinying)
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Chinese Flooring Manufacturers Lost 337 Investigation

ITC 38
337
Unilin
Unilin
Unilin
ITC
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he International Trade
Commission (ITC) of the
United States made a fi-
nal determination on the section
337 investigation of 38 flooring
companies from multiple coun-
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tries, ruling these companies in
violation of the patent protecting
glueless laminate flooring panels
provided with a bevel covered
with a transfer foil. The patent is
owned by the Unilin Beheer B.V,
the Netherlands, and its two sub-
sidiaries, Flooring Industries Ltd.,
Republic of Ireland and Unilin
Flooring N.C. LLC. , the United
States. In company with the final
determination, a general exclu-
sion order was granted, requiring
the US Customs to enjoin the im-
port of relevant products.
Eighteen Chinese laminate
flooring manufacturers were in-
vestigated. This infers that these
Chinese companies are enjoined
from exporting any flooring pan-
els provided with a bevel unless
paying costly royalties to the
patentee, which would curtail
their competitiveness in the mar-
ket. (by Hu Man)

Judicial Interpretation on the Applicable Laws relat-
ing to the Trial of Civil Unfair Competition Disputes
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he Supreme People’s
T Court recently released
the Judicial Interpretation
on the Applicable Laws relating
to the Trial of Civil Unfair Com-
petition Disputes. The first-ever

judicial interpretation on the un-
fair competition disputes will be
effective on February 1, 2007.

The 19 articles in the Inter-
pretation relate to Articles 5, 9, 10
and 14, which provide determi-
nation of illegitimate act of unfair
competition, for example, pass-
ing off, false promotion, misap-
propriation of trade secrets and
denigration of competitors, appli-
cation of civil liability and rele-
vant litigation procedure.

The competent Unfair Com-
petition Law of the People’ s Re-
public of China which became ef-
fective on December 1, 1993 is an
important piece of legislation in
protecting IPR, maintain fair com-
petition and regulate market or-
der. Since its implementation, the
people’ s courts had tried a large
number of unfair competition dis-
putes, effectively protecting IPRs
and regulating market order. With
the further advancement of the re-
form and open-up as well as the
development of external relations,
however, the courts encountered
numerous new contexts and issues.
The Supreme People’ s Court then
formulated this Interpretation to
provide better protection for IPR
and implement China’s interna-
tional obligations.




