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3,189,961 patent applica-
tions: as of October 31, 2006, SIPO
had received 3,189,961 patent ap-
plications, with 1,045,444 relating
to inventions, 1,253,482 to utility
models and 891,035 to designs.
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1,677,860 patent applica-
tions approved: as of October 31,
2006, SIPO had approved 1,677,
860 patent applications, including
284,654 for inventions, 813,632
for utility models and 579,574
for designs.
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1,288 applications for inte-
grated circuit layout design: as of
October 31, 2006, SIPO had re-
ceived a total of 1,288 applica-
tions relating to layout design of
integrated circuit, and approved
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1,432 foreign trademark reg- ¢
istrations: in the past 18 years, ap-
plications originated from China
for international registration of
marks under the Madrid system
have been increasing steadily.. In
1989, there were only nine such cas-
es, while, in 2005 alone, there were
1,334. In the first nine months of
2006, there were already 1,432.
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900,000th trademark: the
successful trademark registra-
tion by a Chinese company
recently was the 900,000th in
the Madrid System history of
over 100 years, according to
WIPO on October 27, 2006.
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50th IP complaint service
center: on November 28, Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region
IP Report and Complaint Cen-
ter was formally established in
the regional capital Hohhot, be-
coming the 50th of its type in
China.
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t the sixth session of the
China-UK Joint
mission on Trade and E-

Com-

conomy held on November 27 in
Beijing,  Chinese Minister of
Commerce Bo Xilai and Alistair

Darling,  Britain's Secretary of
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State for Trade and Industry, ex-
changed views on IPR protection,
China's
resump-

trade remedy measures,
market economy status,
tion of the Doha Development A-
genda and other issues, with much
consensus.  The Joint Commu-
niqué for the sixth session of the
China-UK Joint Commission on
Trade and Economy was signed
after the meeting.

In it, the two parties agreed
to further economic and trade co-
operation between the two coun-
tries, promote further cooperation
in [PR protection, and work for re-
The two
ministers also expressed their con-
cern over trade protectionism and

sumption of Doha talks.

agreed to set up distribution work-
ing group and trade working
group under the Commission for
pharmaceutical and medical treat-
ment and healthcare.

"The Chinese government
will continue its endeavor in IPR
protection." Bo said.

he Ministry of Culture,
Ministry of Public Securi-
ty and eight other central
government departments jointly
hosted a campaign from the mid-
dle of July to October this year to
fight against copyright piracy in
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evelopment is the prima-
D ry condition for building
a harmonious society,
but it must be rapid, healthy and
conducted in a scientific way,
Vice President Zeng Qinghong
said during an inspection tour of

re Fam ous Brands and Ihnovations

Shandong Province.

A report from Xinhua news
agency said that he asked local
people to take a scientific outlook
in the promotion of economic and
social development, and insist on
a humanistic approach in policies
and independent innovation.

Promoting the principles of

the Sixth Plenary Session of the
16th CPC Central Committee and
further progress in the overall
construction of a socialist harmo-
nious society was the main pur-
pose of Zeng's trip. It enabled him
to gain greater understanding of
the growth mode and efforts in in-
dependent innovation after visit-

ing some State-owned enterprises
and private companies, and he en-
couraged them to develop their
own famous brands, achieve more
high-quality scientific and techno-
logical progress and play a full
role in the building up of innova-
tive enterprises and an innovative
country.
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China, with the main focus on pi-
rated audio-video products and
computer software. Inspections
totaling 880,000 officer/times
were carried out across the
country during the campaign.
Inspectors seized more than 58
million pirated products, uncov-
ered four pirated production
lines and handled over 10,000
related cases.

According to a report from
the website of the Ministry of
Public Security, the National

n November 23, the Shen-

zhen-based Netac Tech-

nology Co. Ltd., a leading
global producer of USB flashes, is-
sued a statement announcing the in-
fringement lawsuit it brought a-
gainst Sony (Wuxi) in July 2004
had finally been settled. Both par-
ties agreed to resolve the legal dis-
pute and engage in business coop-
eration.

The case, which had aroused
wide concern, originated when Ne-
tac sued Sony (Wuxi) in July 2004
for allegedly infringing its patent
on flash drive. It asked Sony (Wux-

Copyright Administration, joined
with the departments such as the
Ministry of Commerce and the
Ministry of Information Industry, is
carrying out another three-month
campaign in Beijing, Shanghai,
Zhejiang and 19 other provinces,
with a special focus on copyright
piracy on the Internet. The objec-
tive of the campaign is to achieve
better regulation of Internet copy-
right and promote Internet-based
media to develop in a healthy
way.

i) to stop infringement and also pay
10 million RMB in compensation.
The case seemed to be making lit-
tle progress after that until Netac
suddenly made the
days ago.

statement

The statement said the two
parties had settled their dispute
amicably and would now focus on
cooperation. Under the terms and
conditions of the agreement, Ne-
tac will withdraw the civil lawsuit
and Sony will purchase USB
flashes from it after the settlement
becomes effective.

by Wu Hui

Domestic brands shine at the recent AutoChina 2006 in Beijing, accounting for 30% of all models shown.
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by Zhang Zihong

International IP Conventions and
Treaties China Acceds

1980

ince 1980 when China
S first acceded to the Con-

vention Establishing the
World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization, it has acceded suc-
cessively to the Paris Convention
for the Protection of Industrial
Treaty on Intellectual
Property in Respects of Integrat-
ed Circuits, Madrid Agreement
Concerning the International
Registration of Marks, Bemne

Property,

Convention for the Protection of
Literary and Artistic Works, Uni-
versal Copyright Convention,
Convention for the Protection of
Producers of Phonograms against
Unauthorized Duplication of their
Phonograms, Patent Cooperation
Treaty, Nice Agreement Con-
cerning the International Classi-
fication of Goods and Service for
the Purposes of the Registration
of Marks, Budapest Treaty on
the International Recognition of
the Deposit of Microorganisms
for the Purposes of Patent Proce-
dure, Locarno Agreement Estab-
lishing an International Classifi-
cation for Industrial Design,
Strasbourg Agreement Concern-
ing the International Patent Clas-
sification, International Conven-
tion for the Protection of New
Varieties of Plants and WTO'S
Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of [PR.

During the process of its ac-
cession to these international con-
ventions, treaties and agreements,
China has always been active in
taking part in the activities under
and it has won
worldwide recognition for its sin-

their framework,

cere attitude of adhering to these
conventions, treaties and agree-
ments as well as its ability to un-
dertake these international obliga-
tions. by Han Zhijie)




