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in foreign eyes

hina joined the world's top 20
Cmost innovative economies for

the first time while the United
States fell out of the five top- ranked
countries, according to a report re-
leased Tuesday by one of its co-spon-
sors, the U.N. intellectual property
agency. The Global Innovation Index
2018 keeps Switzerland in the No.l
spot. The United States fell from 4th
place in 2017 to 6th this year, while
China jumped from 22nd to 17th in the
rankings. (China joins 20 most innovative
economies , by The Associated Press)
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In recent years, China's progress in
innovation has been remarkable. The
rapid rise of China's ranking reflects
China in- depth implementation of the
national intellectual property strategy,
and continuously strengthen the protec-
tion and application of intellectual
property rights, so that the innovation
environment continues to be opti-
mized, innovation results continue to
emerge, and the innovation index con-
tinues to climb.
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verage prices for tea grown amid
Awinding river valleys of Wuyi,
in the north of Fujian province,

have been growing at 10 per cent annu-
ally for the past decade, according to lo-

cal farmers, due to rising demand for
luxury tea from wealthy entrepreneurs.
But this year price has accelerated to
20 percent due to a campaign by local
officials to destroy illegally planted tea
bushes, reflecting a general trend of in-
creased environmental enforcement af-
fecting commodity prices. (Wealthy Chi-
nese consumers drive up price of luxury tea
leaves, by Financial Times)
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As a product of geographical indi-
cations, Wuyishan Oolong Tea saw
strong market demand, which not only
increased the price of luxury tea, but al-
so caused illegal planting, seriously af-
fecting the brand value of Wuyishan
Oolong Tea. The local government
efforts,
cracked down on illegal planting,
which safeguard the brand value of GI.

stepped up enforcement
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Good Momentum for IP Development in First Half
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IPO held the third quarter (2018)
Spress conference in Beijing on
July 10, marking not just its third
face-to-face with the press, but its first
centralized release of statistics concern-
ing patent, trademark and geographical
indication after its organizational over-
haul. In the first half of 2018, the main
IP indexes all stay in the fast lane with
invention patent filings registering at
751,000  and
grants 217,000, trademark applica-
tions 3,586,000 and Gl applications 10.
As said above, the first half wit-
nessed 751,000 invention patent appli-
cations and 217,000 grants, 171,000 of
which were granted to domestic appli-

invention  patent

cants. Among these granted domestic
invention patents, 159,000 were done
under employment, accounting for
93.2% of the total, and the remaining
12,000 or 6.8% were non- duty inven-
tions. As of the end of June, China had
housed 1,475,000 valid invention pat-
ents in total (excluding Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan), the number of in-
vention patents per ten thousand popu-
lation was 10.6. In addition, a total of
23,000 international applications under
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
were received by SIPO, up 6.3%. The
21,600 PCT applications filed by do-
mestic applicants logged a more im-
pressive 7.6%.

In the first half, 3,586,000 applica-
tions of trademark registration were
filed, and 3,065,000 applications were
examined. As of the end of June, China
had cumulatively received 31,428,000
trademark applications and registered
19,395,000 trademarks, 16,807,000 of
which are still in force, with one valid
trademark owned by every 6.1 market

entities. The registration of 4,395 col-
lective marks and certification trade-
marks of GIs were approved, 171 of
which were of foreign origin. Trade-
mark examination pendency was con-
stricted to 7 months from 8 months.

In the first half, there were 10 appli-
cations of geographical indication prod-
ucts protection received, 46 geographi-
cal indication protection products ap-
proved, and 135 companies examined
to use the special marks of geographi-
cal indication products. As of the end
of June, there had been 2,359 geo-
graphical indication products under
protection, 2,298 domestic ones and 61
foreign ones. There had been 24 nation-
al geographical indication products pro-
tection demonstration areas designated
and 8,091 companies certified to use
these special marks, riding a total pro-
tection value of more than 1 trillion
RMB.

Four features could be summed up
from the statistics above. The first one
is the steady progress of IP creation
and application. The domestic granted
and owned invention patents increased
6.5% and 19.5% respectively com-
pared with the same time last year, the
number of invention patents divided by
ten thousand population increased 0.8
compared with late 2017; the level of
trademark registration facilitation im-
proved steadily, with the applications
of trademark registration a year- on-
year increase of 57.5% . The second
one is that the position of domestic en-
terprises invention proprietors is elevat-
ed. Among the granted domestic inven-
tion patent and housed ones, the part of
enterprises cover 63.8% and 67.2% re-
spectively; the maintenance rate for

five years and longer of domestic enter-
prises valid invention patent reaches
71.2%. The third one is the steady im-
provement foreign IP applications for
domestic enterprises. In the first six
months, there were 17 enterprises
which submitted more than 100 PCT
international patent applications each;
in the first five months, there were
2,228 applications of international
trademark registration under the Ma-
drid System, representing a year- on-
year increase of 80.69%, which ranks
third in the Madrid Union. The fourth
one is the optimization of the IP pro-
tection environment. In the first half
of this year, the total number of patent
administrative cases increases 29.5%
year on year, of which patent disputes
cases increases 41.0% year on year;
13,600 trademark illegal cases are
solved with more than 210 million
RMB involved in the cases. China is re-
fining its business and innovation envi-
ronment. (by Li Qun)
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ixian rhubarb is one of the best-
Lknown varieties of rhubarb and a

highly celebrated Chinese herbal
medicine. Lixian rhubarb is cold in na-
ture, bitter to taste, with pharmacologi-
cal properties to alleviate diarrhea, re-
duce inner heat and improve the diges-
tive tract. Rhubarb has also been found
useful in treating jaundice, endometrio-
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Xiaomi was listed on the Hong
Kong Stock Exchange on July 9, mak-
ing it the first pilot innovative enter-
prise for the same share with different
rights in the Hong Kong capital market.
Its stock price increased by 13.1% and
the market value reached 425.15 billion
Hong Kong dollars the next day.
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The World Intellectual Property Or-

Lixian Rhubarb

sis, and blood stasis and dampness.
With the highest content of effective el-
ements among other varieties in China,
Lixian rhubarb has very high medici-
nal value.

Lixian rhubarb was first planted in
the Han Dynasty. Dating back to 1700
years ago, it is recorded in the Sheng
Nong's Herbal Classic. According to
historical records, as early as 753 A. D.
when Buddhist monk Jian Zhen trav-
eled east to Japan, he brought rhubarb
as a gift to signal good-will and friend-
ship. The Compendium of Materia
Medica also contains information indi-
cating that Quanshui area in Lixian
county is the origin of rhubarb. A long

ganization (WIPO) issued the Report
on Global Innovation Index (GII) in
2018 on July 10, revealing that China
ranks 17th, cutting into the top 20 most
innovative economies for the first time.
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Recently, the 12th Beijing Inven-
tion &
Awards was held in Beijing, with a to-
tal of 230 awards and 569 finalists se-
lected in the competition.
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Innovation ~ Competition
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history of rhubarb production lays a
strong foundation for the development
of rhubarb industry in Lixian.

Lixian rhubarb has a big cone shape
with yellowish- brown rough skin, un-
derneath which is bright yellow or
brown color. The cross-section of root
reveals clear and white mesh-like tex-
ture, while some with radially scat-
tered spots. It is dense, fibered, sticky
and a bit sandy, biter to taste.

Since the implementation of the
geographical indication products pro-
duction, the annual output of Lixian
rhubarb is over 6,000 tons in the pro-
tection domain, ranking first country-
wide. The products are exported to Eu-

218.3

According to the data in the Evalu-
ation Report on the Status of Intellec-
tual Property Development in China
in 2017, the comprehensive develop-
ment index of intellectual property of
the country was 218.3 (100 in 2010),
up 9.0% over the last year, maintain-
ing a relatively high growth rate.
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Chinese smartphone manufacturer
OPPO, has completed its largest pat-

ent transaction to date. It is reported
that OPPO has acquired more than 20

rope, America and Southeast Asia, ac-
counting for more than 50% the gross
rhubarb exportation from China.
(Courtesy of the Protection and Co-
ordination Department of SIPO)
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patent portfolios from audio giant
Dolby, consisting of 240 audio and
video technologies.
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168,900

According to data released by the
Trademark Review and Adjudication
Board (TRAB) of SIPO, in 2017, the to-
tal number of trademark review cases
decided by the board reached 168,900
and 9,310 subpoenas were issued to
the TRAB by the first-instance court,
making the percentage of challenges
out of all the TRAB decisions last
year 5.5%.
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781,000

The 4th National Court Confer-
ence ont Intellectual Property Trial
announced that courts nationwide re-
ceived 813,000 civil, administrative
and criminal cases concerning intel-
lectual property from 2013 to 2017
and concluded 781,000.
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