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aidu made the announcement af-
B ter building its 100th Apolong

vehicle at its factory in the coun-
try's south- eastern Fujian province. It
said the vehicles would initially be put
to commercial use within Chinese cit-
ies but added it was also targeting for-
eign markets. The company is one of
several competing to sell "level-4 au-
tonomy" buses. The classification - set
by the transport engineering body SAE
International - refers to highly automat-
ed driving systems. (Baidu's self- drive
buses enter ‘mass production’, by BBC)
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Comment

Autonomous cars is regarded as rev-
olutionary power of transportation.
Chinese companies which develop this
technology, should improve indepen-
dent innovation ability and create IPRs
in order to step into the world market
and being competitive in the future.
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CHIN?

innovation

hina's shift from a country that
copies ideas from the West to a
tech and innovation powerhouse

®

is no longer an aspiration — it's a fact.
"China is changing from the so- called
copycat nation to innovation nation,"
Jing Ulrich, managing director and
vice chairman of APAC at JPMorgan
Chase, told audiences at the RISE con-
ference in Hong Kong last week. Chi-
na's rise in technology has been
spurred by the emergence of large com-
panies such as Tencent, Alibaba and
Baidu. (China's shedding its copycat image
with innovation after innovation, by CNBC)
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Comment

In recent years, Chinese enterprises
rise sharply due to the enhanced inno-
vation consciousness and the improve-
ment of innovation ability towards sci-
ence and technology. With the increas-
ingly social competition, innovation
undoubtedly becomes a good way to
keep youth for Chinese enterprises.
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Strengthening IPR Protection on China's Own Initiative
o B 2o 55 S0 5 4 400 £ R R
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he State Council Information Of-
Tﬁce recently published a white
paper titled "China and the World
Trade Organization". It is the first time
for China to publish a white paper on
this issue. In the first part: "China Has
Faithfully Fulfilled Its WTO Accession
Commitments", the paper reveals that
strengthening IPR protection is on Chi-
na's own initiative. Strengthening IPR
protection is the centerpiece for im-
proving the property rights protection
system, and it provides the biggest
boost to the competitiveness of Chi-
nese economy. It not only serves Chi-
na's own development needs, but also
helps to cultivate a business environ-
ment that is law- based, international-
ized and business- friendly. China en-
courages technological exchanges and
cooperation between Chinese and for-
eign enterprises, and protects the law-
ful IPRs owned by foreign enterprises
in China. At the same time, China
hopes foreign governments will also
improve protection of IPRs of Chinese
interests.
When it comes to "Fulfilling Com-
mitments on IPR Protection" part, the
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paper notes, since acceding to the
WTO, China has formulated and im-
proved its laws and regulations on IPR
protection, set up IPR working mecha-
nisms with many countries, drawn up-
on advanced international legislative
practices, and built an IPR legal sys-
tem that conforms to WTO rules and
suits national conditions of China. It
adds, the State Intellectual Property Of-
fice (SIPO) was restructured lately.
China strengthened administrative law
enforcement on intellectual property
protection and launched special cam-
paigns targeting outstanding problems
such as "Convoy Campaign" for pro-
tecting patent rights, which effectively
protected IPRs.

As shown by the white paper, since
2001, intellectual property royalties
paid by China to foreign right holders
has registered an annual growth of 17
percent, reaching USD 28.6 billion in
2017. In 2017, China received 1.382
million invention patent applications,
ranking the first in the world for the
seventh consecutive year. Nearly 10
percent of the applicants were foreign
entities and individuals. Invention pat-
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uping has a long history in plant-
Fing persimmon. It is said that

when Zhu Yuanzhang was forced
to beg food in northern Fuping, he sur-
vived with the local persimmons.
When he ascended to the throne, he be-
stowed the persimmon tree the title

Lingshuang Hou ( Lord Frost- resis-
tance ) and built a temple nearby to
commemorate the blessing he received
from the fruits.

It has 370 years of history in produc-
ing Fuping dried persimmon. This fa-
mous traditional dried fruits is made
from the local quality variety "Fup-
ingjian persimmon" after dozens of
processing steps, such as peeling, salt-
ing, softening, sun drying, moistening
and shaping. It features frost-white col-
or, chewy sweet taste, and high content
of nutrition.

There are two types of Fuping dried
persimmons, non- frosted and frosted

ent applications filed by foreign enti-
ties and individuals in China reached
136,000, growing by threefold com-
pared with 33,000 in 2001.

The Chinese government is publish-
ing this white paper to give a full ac-
count of China's fulfillment of its
WTO commitments, to explain China's
principles, stances, policies, and propo-
sitions regarding the multilateral trad-
ing system, and to describe China's vi-
sion and actions in advancing higher-
level reform and opening-up.

(by Cui Jingsi)
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dried persimmons. The non- frosted
one is also called Red Dried Persim-
mon. When the sugar of the dried per-
simmons migrated to the surface of the
fruit and forms a frost-like white layer
over the fruit, the red one becomes the
frosted one. The frosted one not only
has the same texture as the non-frosted
one, but also has fresher flavor and
taste.

Since the implementation of the
geographical indication products pro-
duction, the popularity and reputation
of Fuping dried persimmon has been
increasing. Fuping has become the larg-
est distribution center of persimmon
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Fuping Dried Persimmon
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products in China.
(Courtesy of the Protection and Coordi-
nation Department of SIPO)
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Wyeth Upends Local Squatter after Lengthy 16 Years of Entanglement
“Wyeth” Fij br 16 45 21| Zy 2& W55 ¢

he trademark battle between the
TU.S.- based Wyeth LLC and a
Guangzhou company named Wy-
eth- baby over No.1811793 trademark
"Wyeth" (trademark in dispute) truly
redefines lengthy lawsuit. Beijing High
People's Court recently made the final
judgment on this 16-year-long full-ride
trademark dispute, upholding the deci-
sion on invalidating the trademark in
dispute made by the Trademark Re-
view and Adjudication Board (TRAB).
In May 2001, the trademark in dis-
pute was filed by Wubo marketing de-
partment based in Dongfeng town of
Zhongshan city in Guangdong prov-
ince, with the person surnamed Lu as
the contact person on the application
form. In April 2002, it passed prelimi-
nary examination and was published
while it was approved for registration
in July the same year, certified to be
used on Class 3 products, such as
shampoos. As shown by sbj.saic.gov.
cn, Lu filed over 30 trademarks on mul-
tiple classes including "DETTOL". In
May 2011, the trademark was trans-
ferred to Wyeth-baby. Wyeth LLC
lodged an opposition application
against the trademark in dispute in July
2002 but failed to obtain the support.

In July 2011, Wyeth LLC requested to
revoke the trademark in dispute after
its approval for registration. In Septem-
ber 2013, TRAB made a decision to re-
voke the trademark in dispute on the
ground that the trademark was detri-
mental to socialist morals or customs,
or having other unhealthy influences
according to the Trademark Law of
China. Then Wyeth- baby brought the
case to Beijing No.l Intermediate Peo-
ple's Court.

In July 2014, Beijing No.1 Interme-
diate People's Court made a ruling, de-
fining Lu’ s act as squatting a large
number of trademarks with bad faith
and violating the principle of good
faith, not the moral issues as claimed
by Wyeth LLC. Therefore, the court re-
voked the TRAB decision and ordered
TRAB to make a de novo one. Both
TRAB and Wyeth LLC appealed to
Beijing High People's Court. In Decem-
ber 2014, Beijing High People's Court
rejected the appeal and upheld the rul-
ing of the first stance.

In April 2015, TRAB made a new
decision to invalidate the trademark in
dispute, holding that Lu and Wyeth-ba-
by’s acts fell into the circumstances of
acquiring the registration through other

improper means. The disgruntled Wy-
eth-baby took the lawsuit to Beijing IP
Court.

After hearing, Beijing IP Court held
that the registration of the trademark in
dispute was acquired by improper
means. After the denied appeal, Wyeth-
baby sought the last resort at Beijing
High .

Beijing High labeled that Lu's acts
of trademarks hoarding, was listed in
the Trademark Law of China as acquir-
ing the registration through fraud and
other improper means. Wyeth- baby
used the trademarks on consumer prod-
ucts such as baby products after receiv-
ing the "Wyeth". The Guangzhou com-
pany was going out of its way to imi-
tate products or business labels of Wy-
eth LLC and mislead customers in its
marketing. These are apparent bad-
faith acts that shall be discouraged. In
this connection, Beijing High made the
final judgment to reject the appeal of
Wyeth- baby and sided with the first-
stance decision. (by Wang Guohao)
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