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Xi Vows to Beef IPR Protection at Boao Forum
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We will strengthen protection of in-
(IPR).
This is the centerpiece of the sys-

tellectual property rights

tem for improving property rights pro-
tection, and it would provide the big-
gest boost to the competitiveness of
the Chinese economy. Stronger IPR
protection is the requirement of foreign
enterprises, and even more so of Chi-
nese enterprises. This year, we are re-
instituting the State Intellectual Proper-
ty Office to strengthen the ranks of its
officers, step up law enforcement, sig-
nificantly raise the cost for offenders
and fully unlock the deterrent effect of
relevant laws. We encourage normal
technological exchanges and coopera-
tion between Chinese and foreign en-
terprises, and protect the lawful IPR
owned by foreign enterprises in China.
At the same time, we hope foreign gov-
ernments will also improve protection
of Chinese IPR," said Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in his speech at the
opening of the Boao Forum for Asia
Annual Conference 2018 held in Boao,
Hainan Province on April 10.

Xi noted that what has happened
proves that opening-up was key to Chi-
na's economic growth over the past 40
years and in the same vein, high-quali-
ty development of China's economy in
the future can only be achieved with
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greater openness. He wishes to make it
clear to all that China's door of open-
ing-up will not be closed and will only
open even wider! Opening-up is a stra-
tegic decision made by China based on
its need for development as well as a
concrete action taken by China to
move economic globalization forward
in a way that benefits people across the
world.

Xi announced that China will adopt
the following major measures to pur-
sue further opening.

First, on services, financial services
in particular, important announcement
was made at the end of last year on
measures to raise foreign equity caps
in the banking, securities and insur-
ance industries. China will ensure that
these measures are materialized and at
the same time make more moves to-
ward further opening, including accel-
erating the opening-up of the insurance
industry, easing restrictions on the es-
tablishment of foreign financial institu-
tions in China and expanding their
business scope, and opening up more
areas of cooperation between Chinese
and foreign financial markets. Going
forward, China will ease as soon as
possible foreign equity restrictions in
these industries, automobiles in particu-
lar.

Second, China will create a more at-
tractive investment environment. Chi-
na will enhance alignment with interna-
tional economic and trading rules, in-
crease transparency, strengthen proper-
ty rights protection, uphold the rule of
law, encourage competition and op-
pose monopoly. In the first six months
of this year, China will finish the revi-
sion of the negative list on foreign in-
vestment and implement across the
board the management system based
on pre- establishment national treat-
ment and negative list.

Third, China will strengthen protec-
tion of intellectual property rights.
This year, China is re- instituting the
State Intellectual Property Office to
strengthen the ranks of its officers, step
up law enforcement, significantly raise
the cost for offender. China protects
the lawful IPR owned by foreign enter-
prises in China. At the same time, Chi-
na hopes foreign governments will also
improve protection of Chinese IPR.

Fourth, China will take the initia-
tive to expand imports. China does not
seek trade surplus; China have a genu-
ine desire to increase imports and
achieve greater balance of internation-
al payments under the current account.
This year, China will significantly low-
er the import tariffs for automobiles

and reduce import tariffs for some oth-
er products. China will seek faster
progress toward joining the WTO Gov-
ernment Procurement Agreement. Chi-
na hopes developed countries will stop
imposing restrictions on normal and
reasonable trade of high-tech products
and relax export controls on such trade
with China. Friends from around the
world are welcome to participate in the
first China International Import Expo
in Shanghai in November.
(by Xinhua)
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s biotech has gone from strength
Ato strength over the past four de-

cades, China has been a backwa-

ter for the industry, tending to follow
the west rather than pursuing its own
innovations. The Chinese companies
are determined to become leaders in
this. These treatments have the poten-
tial to be highly disruptive to medicine
and I think they view it as a unique op-
portunity as new contenders to spring
to the forefront of the biotech industry.
(Healthcare: Cancer breaRthrough leads Chi-
na's biotech boom, by Financial Times)
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In recent years, China's innovation
power has been reflected by the boom-
ing of biotech in its market. IPR pro-
tection in turn serves a strong under-
pinner for the upgrading of such tech-
nology.
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20th China Patent Award Selection Initiates
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ecently, the 20th China Patent
RAward Selection co-organized by
he State Intellectual Property Of-
fice and the World Intellectual Proper-
ty Organization is under way. In a bid
to encourage and cite those patentees

and inventors who contribute signifi-
cantly to technology (design) innova-

SKECHERS Prevails in S Trademarks Battle
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ecently, Fujian High People's

Court rendered its final- instance

decision on a trademark infringe-
ment and unfair competition case be-
tween SKECHERS U.S.A., and Spi-
eth&Wensky Company/Quanzhou Bo-
hai Shoes Company, revoking the deci-
sion made by Quanzhou Intermediate
People's Court and ordering the two de-
fendants to cease infringement and in-
demnify 3 million yuan to SKECH-
ERS in damages.

In the early 1990s, SKECHERS reg-
istered a host of S trademarks. In 2007,
SKECHERS appeared in Chinese mar-
ket and Spieth& Wensky began its oper-
ation in 2015.

SKECHERS held that
was constituted as it found a dozen of
Spieth&Wensky shops using the S
trademark on its official website and

similarity

products at the end of 2015, and some
of shoes were similar with D'LITES of
SKECHERS, which would cause con-
fusion among the consumers.
Spieth&Wensky argued that it had
obtained the right to use five trade-
marks including No.13306821 trade-
mark after obtaining permission from
Bohai Shoes. So it had the right to dis-
tribute the above products within Chi-

tion and socio-economic development,
this event highlights the principle of
high quality development and take the
overall patent quality of each province
as one of the core factors in geographi-
cal selecting China Patent Gold Award.
It is noted that the China Patent Sil-
ver Award and China Design Silver

na and it had not violated the trade-
mark right of others. In parallel, the
trademark with authorization would
not cause confusion among the public
about the origin of product.

After hearing, Quanzhou Intermedi-
ate People's Court rejected the appeal
of SKECHERS. The disgruntled SKE-
CHERS then brought the case to Fuji-
an High People's Court.

SKECHERS held that Spieth&Wen-
sky had changed the color of trade-
mark and highlighted the S character
in practical using, which would con-
fuse the public. In parallel, as a com-
petitor, it was impossible for Spi-
eth&Wensky and Bohai Shoes to be un-
aware of the fame of the S trademarks
in shoes industry. So it was clear the in-
fringement was done in bad faith.

Spieth&Wensky argued that SKE-
CHERS had not obtained the exclusive
right of using the S character. Bohai
Shoes' No. 13306821 trademark had
Spieth&Wensky. So
trademark infringement was not consti-
tuted.

The Court held that the S series
trademark had enjoyed popularity in
China. The trademark infringement
was constituted as the S symbol of Spi-

transferred to

Award were included in this event for
the first time besides the existing Chi-
na Patent Gold Award and China De-
sign Gold Award. The patent gold and
silver awards were selected from inven-
tions and utility models with the total
number of gold awards not exceeding
20 and silver not 60. The design gold

eth&Wensky was similar with SKECH-
ERS, and it would cause confusion
among the public.

The Court also held that the unfair
competition was constituted as the fa-
mous D'LITES shoes of SKECHERS
put into market earlier than Spi-
eth&Wensky, whose shoes was also
similar with that of SKECHERS.

In this connection, the Court made
the above decision accordingly.

(by Li Qun)
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and silver awards were chosen from de-
signs with gold items not surpassing 5
and silver not 15. (by Sun Di)
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