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n April 2, Shen Changyu, Com-
Omissioner of the State Intellectu-
al Property Office of China (SI-
PO), headed a delegation to visit Lao
PDR, and met with Boviengkham
Vongdara, Minister of the Ministry of
Science and Technology and President
of the National Academy of Sciences,
Lao PDR. The parties shared the latest
IP developments in both countries,
reached consensus on fully strengthen-
ing and deepening IP cooperation be-
tween China and Lao PDR, and agreed
to establish a bilateral IP partnership.
Shen noted that China and Lao
PDR were friendly neighbors geo-
graphically linked by waters and moun-
tains, with a long history of friendship
between the people of the two coun-
tries. They had established a compre-
hensive strategic partnership in the spir-
it that they were good comrades, good
partners, good neighbors and good
friends. Last November, President Xi
Jinping paid a successful visit to Laos
and painted a new blueprint for a com-

prehensive strategic partnership with
Lao leaders. In recent years, IP offices
of the two countries had achieved fre-
quent interactions within the frame-
works of "Belt and Road" and China-
ASEAN IP cooperation and laid a solid
foundation for cooperation. He hoped
that, by officially establishing bilateral
cooperation in the field of IP, the two
parties will contribute to the develop-
ment of the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership of the two countries and to
the implementation of the Belt and
Road Initiative in the field of IP.
Vongdara said that the Ministry of
Science and Technology of Lao PDR
attached great importance to the IP co-
operation with China and wished to es-
tablish a bilateral IP cooperation with
China through the signature of the
MoU on cooperation in the field of IP.
The Lao side would actively promote
cooperation and exchanges in the IP
field and learn from the IP develop-
ment experience of China and provide
strong support for innovation and busi-

ness, scientific communication and eco-
nomic and trade relations of the two
countries. (by Qiu Junchang)
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Lao PDR Recognizes Patent Examination Results of China
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Shen Changyu and Houmphanh Intharath signed the MoU on cooperation in the

field of IP between China and Lao PDR.

Photo by Han Guoqing
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n April 2, SIPO Commissioner
OShen Changyu had a high- level

meeting with Houmphanh In-
tharath, President of the National Sci-
ence and Technology Committee and
Deputy Minister of Science and Tech-
nology of Lao PDR. The two parties
launched an in-depth discussion on es-
tablishing and exploring bilateral IP co-
operation and signed the Memorandum
of Understanding on Cooperation in
the Field of Intellectual Property be-
tween the Ministry of Science And
Technology of The Lao People's Demo-
cratic Republic and the State Intellectu-
al Property Office of the People's Re-
public of China. Boviengkham Vongda-
ra, Minister of the Ministry of Science
and Technology and President of the
National Academy of Sciences of Lao
PDR attended the signing ceremony.
According to the MoU, Lao PDR
would recognize patent examination re-
sults of China.

Shen noted that the two parties' co-
operation within the frameworks of the
"Belt and Road" IP cooperation, China-
ASEAN IP cooperation and in relation
to the training of patent examiners had
achieved positive results in recent
years and it was significant to establish
a formal bilateral IP partnership. The
signature of the MoU was an important

milestone for the IP cooperation be-
tween China and Lao PDR and would
strongly support the cooperation in IP
policy sharing, patent examination co-
operation, training, information ex-
change and IT system. The recognition
of patent examination results of China
by the Lao PDR symbolized the high
acceptance for patent examination qual-
ity of China and strong mutual trust for
China and Laos in the IP field and
would further attract investment from
Chinese innovative enterprises to the
Lao PDR. Shen believed that through
the establishment of IP cooperation be-
tween China and Laos, the two parties
would improve mutual trust and com-
munication in IP field, jointly promote
IP development of the two countries
and make greater contribution to scien-
tific and technological innovation and
economic and trade relations between
the two countries.

Intharath said that the MoU was the
first framework agreement on IP coop-
eration for the two countries. Recogniz-
ing invention patent examination re-
sults of China reflected the great impor-
tance attached by the Lao PDR to the
bilateral IP cooperation. He hoped that
under the guidance of the MoU, the
parties would have more extensive
communication and dialogue in the IP

field and China would lend more sup-
port in strengthening capacity building
and training to the Lao IP authority,
and promote the development of the
IP system and make contribution to
the socio-economic and trade develop-
ment and to the exchanges in scientific
and technology. (by Qiu Junchang)
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Shen Changyu met with Boviengkham Vongdara, Minister of the Ministry of Science and Technology and President of the Na-

tional Academy of Sciences, Lao PDR.
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Powering change:
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This year's World Intellectual Property Day campaign celebrates the bril-
liance, ingenuity, curiosity and courage of the women who are driving change in
our world and shaping our common future.

Every day women come up with game-changing inventions and life-enhancing
creations that transform lives and advance human understanding from astrophys-
ics to nanotechnology and from medicine to artificial intelligence and robotics.

This year's World Intellectual Property Day celebration is an opportunity to
highlight how the intellectual property (IP) system can support innovative and
creative women (and indeed everyone) in their quest to bring their amazing
ideas to market.
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Women in innovation and creativity

World Intellectual
Property Day 2018
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