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18.25%

In 2007, the IPR tribunal
under the Supreme People's Court
took 128 cases, 96 of which
were for retrial in addition to
second instance cases and cases
taken by the tribunal on its own

initiative. With another 34 cases
rolling in from 2006, there were
162 cases in total, up 18.25%

from 137 of the previous year.
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Guizhou is authorized to use
the Green Food label on its 249
products,  which are grown on
1.11 million acres of fields in 26
production bases.
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As of the end of November
2007, Shandong had filed 399
applications for new varieties of
plants and obtained 109 registra-
tions, respectively representing
9% and 8.4% of the nation's to-
tal, leapfrogging from No.6 to
No.2 among provinces.
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Jiangsu cultural authorities

raided four wunderground shops
and seized 40,000 pirated AV
products in a recent operation.
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Office against pornographic
and illegal  publications in
Xuzhou, Jiangsu weeded out a
large underground shop selling il-
legal AV products and porno-
graphic disks and seized 135,800
high-density disks.
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Chengdu news and publica-
tion (copyright) administration,
cultural bureau and police waged
a campaign to eradicate porno-
graphic and illegal publications,
dispatching 474 enforcement offi-
cers, checked 833 distributors and
seized 21,600 illegal publications
of various kinds, 577 of which
were newspapers.
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hinese Premier Wen Jiabao

held talks with the visiting

Japanese Prime  Minister
Yasuo Fukuda in the Great Hall of
the People on 28 December 2007.
He also suggested the two nations
should cooperate in such key areas
as energy, environment, finance,
high technology, telecommunications
and intellectual property protection
to boost the quality and efficiency
of China-Japan economic and trade
cooperation.  Fukuda said, Japan
highly rates the first Japan-China

high level economic dialogue and
has made proper preparation for
the incoming second meeting.
Japan and China shall intensify

cooperation in climate change,
environment protection, energy,
investment, intellectual property

protection and food safety.

Both sides expressed their
wills to work together for further
development of the ties between
the two countries.  (by Xiang Li)
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not be seen anywhere eclse,
serenity.

Situated on the west side of Suzhou,

the historic towns along the south bank of Yangtze River.
and a profound cultural legacy,

Mudu Old Town boasts a unique street texture setting itself apart from
A rare historic heritage gemmed with gardens that could

it has become a favorable retreat for people that seek
(by Wang Wenyang)

Three national technological projects approved

P remier Wen Jiabao presided

over the executive meeting

of the State Council on 26
December 2007 which deliberated
and approved three national techno-
logical projects, namely, next-gener-
ation broadband wireless
communication network, water pol-
lution control and treatment, and
manufacture and innovation of key

mobile

new drugs.

"These technological projects,
all set in the national medium- and
long-term science and technology
development plan, are of great sig-
nificance to boosting China's inde-

25% industry value

he Report on Development
I of China Top Brand Strate-

gy 2007 was released joint-
ly by the General Administration of
Quality Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine of China and China
Promotion = Committee for  Top
Brand Strategy on December 26. In
2006, the national industrial val-
ue-added reached 9.035 trillion
yuan, 25.81% of which was con-
tributed by manufacturers of home-
grown top brands and provincial
top brands, fueling the growth of
national industrial value-added by
4.39 percentage points.

The report indicates that Chi-
na's top brand strategy program has
been implemented in an all-round
way in 2007. The governmental
departments have attached great im-

pendent innovation capability and
industrial competitiveness," the
meeting spells out. It said that "af-
ter a scientific, democratic and
strict demonstration", the three
schemes had become ripe for inau-
guration. Among them, the drug in-
novation project would target the
treatment and prevention of serious
diseases and innovation of key
drugs so as to offer the public
safe, effective and cheap medical
products. (by Wang Weiwei)
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added' injected by branded products

portance and given greater support
to the program; various related de-
partments actively staged policies
and measures to encourage enterpris-
es to foster self-owned brands; local
governments  mapped  supportive
policies for fostering top brands and
developed relatively integrated mech-
anism for cultivation, development
and protection of brand products;
more enterprises given top priority
to brand fostering, with their aware-
ness of brands gradually strength-
ened. In 2006, there were 864 en-
terprises that applied for China Top
Brand Award with 924 kinds of
products, while in 2007, the number
jumped to 1,382 (up by 49.6%) and
1,468 (up by 58.9%) respectively.
(by Dou Xinying)
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Lipitor invalidation to be heard in days

search Center under the
China University of Political
Science and Law informed us the

T he Intellectual Property Re-

invalidation complaint filed by its
director Prof. Zhang Chu against
Pfizer's patent on Lipitor would be
heard in days.

Patentee Warner-Lambert com-
pany is a subsidiary of the global
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer. The
patent covers the atorvastatin com-
pound which is the main ingredient
of Lipitor, a drug treating heart and
vascular diseases.

On 14 September 2004, the
US-based Public Patent Foundation
(PUBPAT) filed a request with the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office to reexamine and revoke the
Lipitor patent. The PTO rejected
the patent in 22 June 2005 by
knocking off all 44 claims of the
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patent. Joining Prof. Zhang in the
nullity challenge is Chinese drug
maker Garlin Pharmaceutical.

(by Dou Xinying)
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Law on Science and Technology Progress

of the People’s Republic of China

he 31st Session of the
T Standing Committee of the

10th National People's
Congress, on 29 December 2007,
approved the amended Law on Sci-
ence and Technology Progress of the
People's Republic of China, which
will be in effect from 1 July 2008.

The new Law carries 75 articles
in 8 chapters, making changes or
adding all new provisions in five as-
pects, namely, construction of innova-
tion country, state's role in crafting
and executing IP strategy, more
spending on science and technology
development, advancement of techno-
logical progress in companies and
motivation policy for researchers.

The Law specifically provides that
the state is responsible for crafting and
executing [P strategy, establishing and
improving IP system, nurturing climate
respecting IP, protecting IP by law and
encouraging innovation.

Under the Law, contractor of a
government-funded research project
may elect to retain titles of patent
right, copyright for computer soft-
ware, right for layout design of in-
tegrated circuit or right for new va-
riety of plant that are resulted from
the research project, except those
projects involving national security,
national interests and important
public interests. The contractor
shall achieve practical application
of the intellectual property stated
above, take protective measures and
report its activities in application

and protection to the funding agency
on the annual basis. Where the
contractor fails to achieve application
within a reasonable time, the state
has the march-in right to achieve
application of the intellectual proper-
ty free of charge, or may grant li-
cense to others to achieve applica-
tion whether with or without charge.
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