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In 2007, AICs

continued

nationwide
enforcement endeavor
in antitrust cases, during which
they handled 683 cases of all
kinds. 38,932

(1.705 billion yuan in value) are

Among  them,

related to unfair competition of
other natures while 6,019 (412
million yuan) are of the nature of
free riding of famous brands.
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In 2007, AICs in Chongqing
handled 682 cases of trademark
infringement, up 49%; 7 of which
were related with foreign parties.
The  authorities  also  seized
204,763 illegal trademark labels
and removed them from the prod-
ucts, destructed 35.36 tons of in-
fringing  goods  and
4,563,800 yuan in fines.
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The AIC in China Merchan-

imposed

SEPUIR P SRS A G T A

hina and the United States
C wrapped up fourth round of
Strategic Economic Dialogue, or
SED, June 18 in Annapolis, Maryland
in the United States. Visiting Chinese
Vice Premier Wang Qishan, special
envoy of President Hu Jintao and US.
Secretary of Finance Henry Paulson,
special envoy of President George W.
Bush co —haired the meeting. Both
sides agreed that building an innova-
tive society is in the interests of both
nations and intensifying IPR protec-
tion is the fundamental premise for
building an innovative society. In ad-
dition, they believed that it’s benefi-
cial to discuss IPR issue from the
strategic  perspective and  therefore
guide Sino-US JCCT.
Wang Qishan said that both
China and the United States ad-

hered to the principle of free trade
and investment facilitation in the
dialogue to be committed to im-
proving the investment environment,
and agreed to formally launch ne-
gotiation on Sino —US bilateral in-
vestment protection accord; the two
sides discussed in depth major is-
sues confronted in Sino -US eco-
nomic development, including the
US subprime lending crisis, interna-
tional financial market turmoil and
global food security, and agreed to
strengthen communication and nego-
tiation in  microeconomic policies
like fiscal policy and monetary pol-
icy, and public investment to jointly
cope with the challenges of eco-
nomic globalization. (By Wu Xun)
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IPR protection in China has

paid off. Thanks to intensified ef-
forts to raise public awareness of
IPR protection and severe penalties
for IPR violations, more and more
people have begun to say no to
counterfeit  products and  pirated
software; applications for trademarks
and patents have multiplied; and

enterprises are more aware of the

judicial protection for protecting in-
tellectual property rights. We will
mete out more severe penalties, red
uce the cost of IPR protection and
deter violation by raising its cost.
Third, we will properly define
property
rights to prevent their abuse, ensure

the scope of intellectual

a level playing field and protect
lawful rights and interests of the

dise City in Yiwu, Zhejiang importance of branding, resulting in public. We will ensure a better
waged a special campaign to more branded products and fewer mesh of our IPR policy with those
strike  infringement of  Olympic counterfeits in the market. of culture, education, scientific re-

symbols in markets of horology,
The 520 en-

forcement officer/times dispatched

toys and suitcases.

led to the seizure of 1,200 pieces
of infringing goods including 500
watches, 330 toys, 350 bags and
20 key rings carrying the official
logo of Fuwa.
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The State Council announced
the second list of state-level intan-
gible cultural heritage items, 28 of
which were from Anhui  The province
now boasts a total of 47.
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Representatives of China and the United States walk, after a photocall, to the meeting place for the closing session

of the 4th round of China-U.S. Strategic Economic Dialogue, June 18.
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rior to this week’s fourth
P round of Strategic Eco-
nomic Dialogue talks with
the U.S., the Chinese government
unveiled the Outline of National In-
tellectual Property Rights —— a new
strategy to tackle the many issues
surrounding IPR. This new strategy
will improve IPR protection in Chi-
na and attract greater intellectual
resources from abroad.

Moreover, the implementation of
this strategy —— a milestone in the
institution of China’s IPR regime ——
will boost innovation at home and

turn China’s abundant human re-

( Courtesy: Xinhua)
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China has acceded to relevant
international conventions, established
IPR  management and protection
regimes, set up the Legal Aid Cen-
ter for IPR Enforcement and the
Service Center for IPR Protection,
punished various IPR violations ac-
cording to law and protected the in-
terests of IPR holders. On IPR, Chi-
na has managed to accomplish in 30
years what took Western —developed
countries more than 100 years.

In recent years, in order to
stimulate enthusiasm for invention
and innovation and to promote eco-
social

nomic  development  and

The Xiangyang Street Market in
Shanghai,

selling replicas of brand products,

which  was known for
has been closed down as required
by law. Meanwhile, Silk Street in
Beijing, also known for its knock -
offs, went through rectification and
has since become a distribution
center of famous brands. The num-
ber of  foreign  applications  for
patents and trademarks in China is
and more

growing rapidly. More

multinationals  have started
up their R&D centers in China.

The implementation of the na-

setting

tional IPR strategy will open a new
chapter of IPR protection in China.
Guided by the policy of incentive—
based IP creation, effective usage,
legal protection and scientific man-
agement, we will focus on improving
the IPR regime, creating a legal
market and cultural environment
conducive to IPR protection, and
substantially upgrade China’s capac-
ity in IP creation, IPR usage, pro-
tection and management so as to
provide strong support for our en-
deavor to build an innovative coun-
try and a moderately prosperous so-

ciety in all respects.

search and public health in order to
uphold people’s rights to properly
use the information and fruits of in-
novation in ways permitted by law
in their activities in culture, educa-
tion, scientific research and health,
and make su re that innovation
achievements are shared more equi-
tably.

And finally, we will launch ex-
tensive educational programs among
the public to further encourage in-
novation, promote such moral stan-
dards as honesty and credibility,
and condemn plagiarism, piracy and
counterfeiting. We will raise peo-
ple’s IPR awareness and foster an
innovation —friendly IPR culture in
which knowledge and integrity are
respected and laws and regulations
are complied with.

We are confident that China’s
national IPR strategy, with its full
enforcement, will result in more
strict legal protection of intellectual
property rights and greater respect
for innovation achievements.

As a developing country in the
process of accelerating industrializa-

China still

has a long way to go before it can

tion and urbanization,
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City Administration Authority
allied

with cultural and police authori-

in Jiangmen, Guangdong,
ties attacked street traders of pi-
rated and pornographic disks and
seized 3,000 pieces.
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impact on economic and social de-
velopment in China.

China entered its new historical
stage of reform and opening—up in
1978. It wasn’t until then that China
began to introduce the concept of
intellectual property rights and put
in place an IPR regime. Since then,
China has promulgated and enforced
a host of IPR laws and regulations,
including the Trademark Law, the
Patent Law, the Copyright Law, the
Law Against Unfair Competition, the
Rules for Computer Software Protec-
tion and the Regulations on the
Protection of the Right of Communi-

cation Through Information Network.

campaign for IPR protection has
been carried out each year to end
trademark, patent and copyright in-
fringements —— particularly in im-
port and export, wholesale markets,
trade fairs, original—equipment man-
ufacturer, printing and reproduction.

The ongoing 2008 IPR protec-
tion campaign includes 280 mea-
sures in 10 areas. In April alone,
more than 810 events under the
framework of "IPR Protection Pub-
licity Week" were staged by com-
petent authorities in different locali-
ties to enhance public awareness.
More than 1.3 million people were

directly involved in these activities.

First, we will make timely re-
visions to IPR legislation, including
the laws on patent, trademark and
copyright as well as regulations on
their implementation. We will also
bring forward legislation in the ar-
tradi-
tional lore, folk arts and geographi-

eas of hereditary resources,
cal marks so as to improve the
overall framework for IPR law en-
forcement and management.

Second, we will speed up the
revision of laws and regulations on
punishment of IPR infringements, and
strengthen the systems of judicial
protection and administrative law en-

forcement. We will mainly rely on

agement. We hope that China and
the U.S. can work more closely on
property
recognize their disparities in capa-
bilities and standards of IPR pro-
tection, and properly handle their

intellectual rights,  duly

differences and disputes.

Our two countries need to work
together to overcome difficulties and
challenges and encourage our busi-
ness sectors and the general public
to create more intellectual property
rights for the benefit of our two
peoples and humanity as a whole.

Mr. Wang is vice premier of
the State Council of the People’s
Republic of China.
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