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6,100

At press time, 6,100 or
80% of 7,600 enterprises re-
quired for legitimate software use
within 2008 have been cleared.
The central and loca leader
group for the task checked 3,900
enterprises  and caught 570
wrongdoers. Some 300 training
courses entertained 18,200 peo-
ple.
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624

China has built the world
largest model network for the
next generation Internet by shap-
ing a complete R & D and
commercialization system ranging
from essential network equip-
ment, software and application
system. Some 624 patent appli-
cations, mostly for invention, are
filed in domestic and overseas.
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5.6 million

Hubel Intellectual  Property
Office issues a circular on the
third group of organizations tak-
ing patent funds. The province
has disbursed 5.6 million yuan
from the government budget in
three groups in 2008 to appli-
cants.
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300,000

Ningxia held a conference
awarding innovations on Decem-
ber 5 in Yinchuan. Prizes of
300,000 yuan each went to the
top technologies and teams creat-
ing them.
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282,897

As of September 30, Wuhan
local site of the nationa intellec-
tual property network system had
been browsed 282,897 times,
ranking No.2 among the 47 local
stes. It aso uploaded 818
pieces of information to the cen-
tral, ranking No.l.
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hina concluded the
C three-day annual Central E-

conomic Work Conference
on December 10 in Bejing, which
set the tone and five tasks for eco-
nomic development during the next
year.

The meeting says priority
should be given to maintaining sta-
ble and relatively fast economic
growth next year. This will be
achieved through expanding domes-
tic demand, restructuring the econo-
my and transforming the growth
pattern, and deeping the reform
and opening up policy. All will ul-
timately target improving people's
living standard.

In 2009, China will enhance

and improve macroeconomic control
efforts, carry out an active fiscal
policy, as well as a moderately
easy monetary policy, and boost
the rural market, the central author-
ities decided. It is also stressed
more efforts should be made to
"solve problems related to interests
of ordinary people, so as to main-
tain sability of the society".
(by Wang Weiwei)
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Reviewing advancement of the bilateral strategic partnership and sharing comments on international IP devel-
opments, SIPO Commissioner Tian Lipu joined President Alison Brimelow of the European Patent Office (EPO)

from December 2 to 6 in EPO headquarters in Munich, Germany.
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(by Liu Jian)
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109 top SOEs go legit in software use
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ccording to the December 9
A joint conference of the

State-owned Assets Super-
vison and Administration Commis-
son and the National Copyright
Administration, the central-govern-
ment-administered  state-owned en-
terprises  (SOEs) fared well in run-
ning only licensed software. Head-
quarters of 109 top SOEs are ex-
pected to clear that benchmark as
of the year's end.

In 2008, 113 SOEs plan to
spend 160 million yuan on licensed
software, 45 million yuan of which
has materialized. SOEs promise to

appropriate proper budget for 2009
and to put in place better manage-
ment program for software assets
in a bid to ensure use of only le-
gitimate software in headquarters of
al top SOEs and similar require-
ment for most of their immediate
subsidiaries.
(by Liu Chao)
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China AIDS vaccine passes phase | test
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new AIDS vaccine devel-
A oped by the China Center

of Disease Control and
Beijing Bioproducts Ingtitute passes
phase | clinical test (la) and the
vaccine proves to be safe and ef-
fective.

The DNA and recombinant
VTT vaccine candidates (rVTT) ex-
pressng HIV-1 CRF 07 gag, pol
env and nef genes have been de-
veloped. The first approach is to

use a novel vector, replicating vac-
cinia virus TianTan (VTT) vector,
different from the usual design for
AIDS vaccine. The vaccine is
now entering phase Il clinical test
(Ib). More study will ensue if the
test comes positive.
(by Liu Yangzi)
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Local drug maker shatters Mer-
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ck patent ambush
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rior to its launch of a new
P drug treating male hair loss,
Henan Topfond Pharmaceuti-

cal found Merck patented the pro-
cess of making the drug 10 years
ago. Hanging in for four years of
exhaustive legal battle, Topfond has
the U.S. big pharmaceutical compa
ny's patent invaid and eventualy
saw the light for its product.

Topfond developed the drug
Finasteride tablet after four years
in-house R & D and obtained the
Chinese FDA's approva for manu-
facture in 2004. Moments before
manufacturing and distributing the
product, it found Merck patented the
method of treating hair loss with
5-a reductase inhibitors in 1994
and acquired patent right in 2002.

Topfond, June 18, 2004,
sought invalidation of the Merck
patent at the Patent Reexamination
Board (PRB) under the State Intel-
lectual Property Office (SIPO) on
the ground of failing novelty and
inventive step. After rounds of ev-
idence presentation, cross examina
tion and debate, Merck proposed
settlement which  was denied by
Topfond.

PRB then nullified the Merck
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Several
Judicial

patent in al. Merck went al the
way to the Bejing No.1 Intermedi-
ate Court and to the appellate High
Court. Both courts upheld PRB's
decision. (by Li Jianwei/Yu Yong)
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Opinions on Providing
Safeguard and Legal

Services for Promoting Agricul-
tural Reform and Development

CHT 0 HEE ACHT O 5 e B4 w] i
PREEFL IR S5 A W)

he Supreme People's Court
I promulgated Severa Opin-

ions on Providing Judicia
Safeguard and Legal Services for
Promoting Agricultural Reform and
Development on  December 4,
dressing intensifying trial of agri-
cultural IP cases and stepping up
protection of agricultural innovations
and new varieties of plants with
self-reliant I1PRs.

The Opinions calls for intens-
fication of protection of innovations
and IPRs to promote agricultura
innovation and imposed stringent
sanctions on those criminas racke-
teering, stealing and deceiving inno-
vations or government officials

wrongdoing in examining request
for funds.

12 H4H, EamARER N
CRT AR S A R R
PRIEREER S I TR, siA
BEIBRES A RNR PR SR 0 B A T
8 IR P AR RIR P=A, 51 4
A B ERIR R E R R R
FANE PR BRI

(EILYHRH, Zhnam el B
BT B FR AR T, (2
PERA B EIHT W R E BT B IR
B el & DLH A F B AR S A Rl
FHZ B R el Bt el & BER TIE
N GO B LR R Bl R M
e BEFFREIER. BuRIRSF DA
PO G E AR T A, RIIREIR
T DUERA,

#i b EHIEEXE I AL 6 S #i45 100088 H HB :cipnews @vip.sina.com 12 5 .82034093 4748 £ .82034348 71/ = :82034340 %

=

1TH

f.82034385 |~ & &R :82034358 4N 4 .82034176 ENRI . b= Bk




