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Since permitting registration
of appellation of origin and geo-
graphical indication in the form
of certification mark and collec-
tive mark in 1995, the Trademark
Office under the State Adminis-
tration for Industry and Com-
merce has received some 40 for-
eign applications 20 of which
were form Italy, Great Britain,
Germany, Denmark and other EU
member states
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799

From January to October,
IPR administrations nationwide re-
ceived 799 disputes of patent in-
fringement, handled 431 cases of
faking other's patent, dispatched
14,487  officer/times,  checked
6,778 establishments, performed
304 inter-agency and 67 cross-re-
gion enforcement operations.
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4.3 million

In 2008, 18 projects from
Yunnan become part of the State
Torch Projects of the Ministry of
Science and Technology, receiving
4.3 million in research fund.
Approva rates of 73.7% for itsl4
high tech projects and 100% for
its 4 environmental ones both
rank No.1 in the nation.
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800 million

Digital publication develops
fast in Chongging. In 2008, the
industry expects to amount to
800 million yuan in turnover.
Sustaining its 50% + growth,
which is very likely, the industry
is on pace to 4 billion yuan in
2012.
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95%

After second upgrade,
Yichang-China Hydropower Patent
Database Service Platform is op-
erational. Users may access 95%
of current hydropower inventions
worldwide via the platform.
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Hu highlights self-reliant IPRs

hinese President Hu Jintao
C on December 15 attended a

conference marking  the
50th founding anniversary of the
China Association for Science and
Technology held in the Great Hall
of the people in Bejing. Chinese
Presdent Hu Jintao called for
stepped up efforts in performing re-
searches in fundamental fields, cut-
ting-edge technology and technolo-
gy for public interest. Aiming to
turn China into an innovation-ori-
ented country, scientists and engi-
neers are encouraged to own essen-
tial technologies and self-reiant

IPRs with original innovation, inte-
grated innovation and innovation
based on imported technology.

Hu said the development of
the party and the country needs
strong science and technological
support more than ever which in
turns requires scientists to create
with tireless passion to build our
innovation-oriented country.

(by Li Zhuo)
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SIPO Commissioner Tian Lipu delivered a keynote speech on the outline of the national intellectual property
strategy at HKIPD's joint seminar with its Guangdong counterpart.
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(by Wang Xiaohui)
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MOFCOM expresses regrets overr WTO auto part ruling
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tion (WTO) Appellate Body
on December 15 upheld a
July panel ruling on Chinese auto
parts. China welcomed the over-
ruling this decison as it supported
an appeal by China to correct the
WTO panel's mistakes, Yao Jan,
spokesman of the Ministry of Com-
merce (MOFCOM), said in a state-
ment, while however expressing re-
grets over the WTO's decison to
uphold other aspects of the ruling.
China charges a 25% tariff on
a complete vehicle and 10% on
parts. Subject to a measure pro-
mulgated on April 1, 2005 on con-
trolling auto parts which are actual-
ly piece-by-piece imports of a com-
plete vehicle, China considers auto

T he World Trade Organiza-

parts as a complete vehicle if they
account for 60 percent or more of
the value of a complete vehicle
and charges the 25% tariff.

The United States, the Euro-
pean Union and Canada instituted
a complaint to the WTO in March
2006, asserting Chinds trade barrier
practice on auto parts barrier. A
WTO panel decided in July this
year that China's import practices
defy WTO rules. China appeded
the pané's conclusion before the
WTO Appellate Body in Septem-
ber. (by Zhang Haizhi/Xue Fei)
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Telecom regulator says 3G licenses coming soon
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hina will issue licenses for
C third generation, or 3G,
mobile communications at
the end of this year or the begin-
ning of 2009 when overhaul of
telecom companies conclude, ac-
cording to Li Yizhong, Minister for
Industry and Information Technolo-
gy a the December 12 press con-
ference.
The telecommunications carri-

ers, including China Mobile, China
Unicom, China Telecom and China
Netcom amost finish their struc-
tura reorganization, said Li. The
license  will be didributed as
promised a the above time dot.
China Mobile will adopt the home-
made  TD-SCDMA technology.
(by Hu Man)
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In_celebrating sci-tech association's 50th anniversary
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McDonald's takes on trademark board
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isgruntled with the Trade-
D mark Review and Adjudica

tion Board (TRAB)'s deci-
son on its complaint of registered
trademark similar to its big M, Mc-
Donald's took the agency under the
State  Administration  for  Industry
and Commerce (SAIC) to the Be-
jing No.l Intermediate People's
Court. The case was heard on De-
cember 11.

Jinglong Liquor Fectory in
Qionglai, Sichuan filed to the
Trademark Office (TMO), which is
adso under the SAIC, for registra
tion of its trademark of combina
tion of an M and a mirrored M in
the class of fruit acohol, ardent al-
cohol and distilled alcohol in 1999.
McDonald's challenged the validity
of the mark on the ground of its
similarity to its big golden arch that
may lead confusion to consumers
Upon denia by the TMO, McDon-
dds lodged an oppostion to the
TRAB which would also be denied.
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Circular on
jects for

No decison was rendered im-
mediately after trial. We will fol-
low the developments.

(by Wang Qiushi)
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Implementing Pro-
Promoting Capacity

Building in R & D Centers of
Companies 2009
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he General Affairs Office of
T the National Development

and Reform Commission re-
leased the Circular on Implementing
Projects for Promoting Capacity
Building in R & D Centers of
Companies 2009.

The Circular's main objectives
are as follows. Lead and support
key companies to increase R & D
spending; build innovation support
platform conducive to breakthrough
of essential technologies, structural
adjustment and technical upgrade,
sustainable development and com-
petitiveness of companies, nurture a
group of innovative and globally
competitive companies.  Prioritized
areas are mainly key industries in
national economy, including infor-
mation  technology, biomedicine,
new materials, aeronautics and as-
tronautics, equipment making, agri-
culture and energy saving, environ-
ment protection, strategic resource

development, conservation and
holistic use of resources. Innova-
tion infrastructure building will be
bolstered.
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