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1.49%

In 2007, R & D expenditure
represented a record 1.49% of
China’s GDP, according to the
2007 Statistics Gazette of National
Science and Technology Invest-
ment, jointly published on January
7 by the State Statistics Bureau,
Ministry of Science and Technolo-
gy and Ministry of Finance. In
2007, the country’s total R & D
expenditure was 371.02 billion
yuan, up 23.5%.
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According to the Third Minis-
terial Joint Meeting on Use of Li-
censed Software, another 7,600
companies passed software compli-
ance check in 2008 following 1,500
large companiesin 2007.
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Qinghai IP Office distributed
funds for patent filing to 307 quali-
fying applications with half of the
funds going to invention applica
tions.
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The Nationa Office against
Pornographic and Illegal Publica
tions announced major cases of ille-
gal publication in 2008, including
two piracy cases, Guangzhou’s
March 13 aggravated international
manufacturing and distribution of il-
legal publications and Nanjing’s
December 8 storage of illegal publi-
cations.
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Zhangfeng Customs in Kun-
ming seized 350 cartons of 17,500
packages of Marlboro cigarettes. E-
valuated by the right holder Philip
Morris, the goods were identified as
counterfeits and detained by the
Customs.
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Executive Editor

840 invention patents reap top science rewards
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riginal innovations dominate
O the awarding ceremony for

dtate sci-tech progress on Jan-
uary 9. The 2008 winners for techno-
logical invention and for sci-tech
progress are backed by 840 invention
patentsin total.

According to deputy director for
the event Hu Xiaojun, 840 inventions
share 280 technological invention
awards and 560 sci-tech progress
awards. The total number of winning
projects supported by invention
patents are 140, 37 of which obtain
the former awards while the rest 103
harvest the latter ones. The most in-
vention-patent-laden project is non sil-
icon MEMS technology and its appli-
cation, with 40 inventions.

The 2008 State Top Sci-Tech
Awards went to neurologist Wang
Zhongcheng and chemist Xu Guangx-
ian. Therest of the awards are 34 sec-
ond prizes for natural science, 55 for
technological inventions (3 first, 52
second), 254 for sci-tech progress (3
super, 26 first and 225 second), inter-
national cooperation awards for 3 for-
eign scientists.

(by Wang Weiwei)
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The Third China Beijing International Cultural Creative Industry Expo concluded in Beijing. Featuring mutual integra-
tion and support of cultural creation and service trade, delegations from the Republic of Korea, U.S., Japan and other coun-
triesjoined 1,370 local companiesfrom 16 provincesin the event. Hujia Dance from Inner Mongoliais performed here.

(by Zhang Zihong/Yang Shen)
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China unveils support package to auto industries
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hina's State Council unveiled
C a support package for the auto
and steel sectors on January
14 to boost the two pillar industries.
In the next three years, the central
government will earmark 10 billion
yuan as a specia fund to support auto
companies to innovate, upgrade tech-
nologies and support automakers to
develop independent brands.
Asagreed at the meeting, this spe-

cial fund to support auto companies to
upgrade technologies, develop new en-
ginesthat use alternative energies, pro-
mote the use of energy-saving autos
and those fueled by new energies, sup-
port automakers to develop indepen-
dent brands, build auto and parts ex-
port bases and improve consumer
credit. ( by Gao Yingying)
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28 ministries preps for strategy implementation
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n January 12, the Ministeria
Joint Meeting on National In-
tellectual Property Strategy or-
ganized the first liaison officer meeting
in Beljing. Related staff from the Gen-
erd Officeof the State Council and liai-
son officersfrom 28 member unitsof the
ministerial IPR attended the meeting.
The participants summed up theimple-
mentation of the Outline of Nationa In-
tellectual Property Strategy in 2008 and
discussed thedraft work planin 2009.
SIPO Deputy Commissioner
Zhang Qin said that in current difficult
times caused by financial crisis, pres-

sure on IPR is mounting along with
trade protectionism. At the sametime,
the crisis may also bring opportunities
for companies to acquire IPRs at low-
ercost, for which this Ministerial
Meeting might be helpful.

Participants commented on the
work plan for 2009, which focus on
nine categories of 200 specific
measures. (by Liu Yangzi)
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LV pattern on denim found

infringement
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dered by Changzhou (Jiangsu)

Intermediate People’s Court, a
local textile company printing Louis
Vuitton (LV) Maletier’ s trademarks
on its denim was ordered to cease in-
fringement and indemnify LV 65,000
yuan in damages.

LV claimed the defendant, manu-
facturing denim for a Guangzhou client
at abargain price of 15 yuan per meter,
printed LV’s trademarks on its prod-
ucts, which congtituted unfair competi-
tion. The French company then sought
injunction and monetary damages.

The Court held that the defen-
dant’s act infringed LV’s trademark
rights and the defendant also took ad-
vantage of the plaintiff products’ repu-
tation to harvest inequitable interests.
Such acts ran counter to the principles
of good faith and commonly accepted
business ethics. Unfair competition

I n a firgt instance decision ren-
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wasinplacetoo. (by Chang Yuan)
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Several Opinions on Promoting Economic

Development with Financial Policies
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t 2008 end, in response to the
A impact of the international fi-

nancia crisis, the State Coun-
cil issued the Several Opinions of the
General Office of the State Council on
Promoting Economic Development
with Financial Measures.

Under the Opinions, monetary
policies, credit policies and industry
policies will work together. Credit
support will be lent to projects con-
cerning people’s livelihood, agricul-
ture, large projects, post-disaster re-
construction, energy conservation and
emission reduction, innovation, tech-
nological upgrade, merger and acqui-
sition and coordinated development of
different regions. Support high tech
industries. Keep check of loan to
common manufacturing; limit loan to
high-energy-consuming,  high-emis-
sion and over-invested industries. En-
courage financial institutions to lend
export credit. Extend preferentia in-
terest rate for export seller’s credit to
salf-reliant IPRs, brands and high val-

ue added products. Allow financia
ingtitutions to perform export buyer’s
credit. Make export credit insurance
play an active role in export financ-
ing.
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