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5 million

As of March 16, patent ap-
plications filed in China sur-
passed the 5 million mark. In
2008, China received 698,000 ap-
plications for trademark registra-
tion and examined 750,000.
This was the first time the annu-
a number of trademark registra
tion applications examined in ex-
cess of applications filed. Regis-
trations of software were 49,000.
Regigtrations of copyright contract
were 12,000.
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15.458 million

During the first phase of ac-
tions against pornographic and il-
legal publications, year to date,
authorities nationwide have seized
15.458 million pieces of pirated
publications and  investigated
2,024 cases.
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1,600

Customs in Ningbo, Zhejiang
conducted a collective destruction
of 1,600 cartons of infringing
goods with the value of 640,000
yuan, including Nike sandals, Ar-
mani belts and LV bags.
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150

The 13th China East Meets
West Investment and Trade Fair
was held in Xi'an. As one of
the organizers, Shaanxi IP Office
gathered 150 patented technolo-
gies on display in the hall of
science, technology and patent.
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100 million

On April 22, Silk Street
Market in Beijing organized an
activity attending to the issue of
IPR protection and change of
consuming habits, added 100 mil-
lion yuan to the current 30 mil-
lion yuan IPR protection fund,
invoked a series of measures to
help shops to offset the impact
of economic downturn.
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hinese Premier Wen Jiabao
C toured companies of Shen-

zhen and Guangzhou in
Guangdong Province from April
19 to 21, trying to have a good
read on impact of internationa fi-
nancial crisis and role of innova-
tion in tackling it.

During vist to ZTE, Wen
said, the current economic down-
turn presents an opportunity for
high-end Chinese companies to take
on the world. Innovative and
competitive products could aways
gain their edge regardless of the
intensity of competition. Compa-
nies could only prosper and stay
through taking on the international

market. Wen aso added: “High
tech companies are in highly inno-
vative  business. ZTE  boasts
18,000 domestic patents and 2,500
international  ones.  The numbers
represent innovation of our compa
nies. Innovation could not only
generate wealth and competitive-
ness, but aso earn dignity for Chi-
nese companies and people. Chi-
nese people could certainly be
leaders in world-class innovation
competition.”
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On April 22, National Working Group against Pornographic and Illegal Publications organized 2009 central-
ized destruction of these publications at once in 31 provinces, destroying 46.85 million pirated audio-video disks,
software, books and other illegal publications. Destruction is underway in the central venue in Beijing.

(by Yang Shen)
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Inaugural survey on public understanding of IPR concluded

ARy AR AR B 2 367 A A b

he outcome of the inaugural
T nationwide survey on public
understanding of IPR was
revealed on April 22 in Beijing.
Chinese citizens score 42.1 on av-
erage of tests of their IPR knowl-
edge, which is in the category of
below medium. Results vary dras-
ticaly from province to province
with Guangdong and Beijing in the
lead with 51 and 49.6 respectively.
The public perform best in
recognition of patent among all
tested contents with the rate of

85.9%, followed by copyright and
trademark at 75.7% and 70%. Few
are aware of geographical indication
and unfair competition, which regis-
ter a 9.3% and 9% respectively.
Some 482% of the public knew
IPR is a property right; 35.2% of
netizens understand copyright issue
of sharing others works on the In-
ternet correctly; 61.4% of the public
are against piracy. (by Hu Man)
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GAC releases top 10 IPR' protection cases in 2008
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eneral  Administration  of
G Customs (GAC) released

the 2008 TOP 10 IPR Pro-
tection Cases of Chinese Customs
recently with more domestic com-
panies benefiting from the protec-
tive measures at borders.

The 10 cases al involve ex-
ported counterfeits of: SUNWATT
and its figure (trademarks) batteries,
Shanghai; Huawei network cards,
Shenzhen; Olympic IPRs, Beijing,
Qingdao and Ningbo; JNCHENG
motorbike parts, Chongging; Midea
television sets, Guangzhou; Tiger

Head light torches, Huangzhou; U-
niliver products, Huangpu; fake
drugs via express mail, Fuzhou;
Diesel jeans, Xiamen; EPSON
printer ribbons, Gong Bel.
(by Wei Xiaomao)
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Bayer

unsupported

allegation

over Huaxing
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ianjin High People's Court
T put a closure to the six-year

patent dispute between
French firms Bayer Agricultural
Science, Bayer Corp Science (Chi-
na) and Anhui firm Huaxing Chem-
ical, upholding the trial court deci-
sion, which denied Bayer's allega
tion.

In June 1988, another French
firm Rhdne-poulenc SA. filed a
patent application of a pegticide by
the name of Fipronil with SIPO
and would obtain a patent in Octo-
ber 1994. Rhdne-poulenc aso filed
for administrative protection  of
chemicals of pedicide with the
then-Ministry of Chemical Industry
in February 1994 and would ac-
quire the approval within the same
year. The patent and administrative
protection would then be assigned
to Bayer Agriculturd Science later
in the year.

In September 2003, Bayer A-
gricultural Science and Bayer Corp
Science discovered Fipronil in a
Tianjin warehouse. Huaxing sold
the goods to Shenzhen Food & Oil.
Bayer then downloaded Huaxing's
advertisement on Fipronil and had
the content notarized before filing a
case to Tianjin No.l1 Intermediate
People's Court.

In July 2008, Tianjin No.1 In-
termediate Court found that there
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Supreme Court

was insuffcient evidence to support
any Bayer's clams The two Bayer
companies then appeaed to the High
Court and sought 20 million yuan in
damages (by Zhao Jianguo)
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releases its first

annual report of IPR cases
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he Supreme People's Court
T released its 2008 Annual
Report of IPR Cases on
April 23, disclosing abstract of its
holdings of 23 typica IPR cases it
tried in 2008. The 16 civil and 7
administrative cases cover al types
of IPR disputes, which usually in-
volve emerging and difficult legal
issues in current judicial practice.

In 2008, IPR Tribunal of the
Supreme People's Court took 277
cases with disputes over various na-
tures, such as patent, copyright,
trademark infringement, unfair com-
petition, IPR contract and patent,
trademark validity; tried 329 cases,
up 103.9%; concluded 184.
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