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510,000

From January to May,
Trademark Office under the State
Administration for Industry and
Commerce examined 510,000
trademark applications, up
300,000; ruled on 8,000 opposi-
tion disputes, up 4,000.
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10,219

As of May 31, 10,219 peo-
ple owned licenses of patent at-
torney, 6,017 of them were prac-
ticing in 716 firms. Among the
5.03 million patent applications
ever received by SIPO, 71.1%
had professonal representation.
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State Patent Commercializa-
tion Pilot Base (Dongfeng Elec-
tric Vehicle Park) was unveiled
in Wuhan. The base has a-
ready boasted 42 patent applica-
tions or patents in electric vehi-
cle, pacing al domestic competi-
tors.
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Pudong Branch of Shanghai
Administration for Industry and
Commerce checked merchandises
such as gifts, garments and
handicrafts, suspected of infring-
ing rights of Shanghai expo
symbols and uncovered two vio-
lations. In addition, it handled
12 cases of infringing famous in-
ternational trademarks and seized
7,406 counterfeit goods.
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In 2009, Guangdong is
about to deliver its catalogue of
innovative products. The 130
products belong to five cate-
gories, medical equipment, indus-
trial equipment and automation
system, new energy and energy
saving, telecom and software.
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China, Japan ties IPR cooperation after economic dialogue

HZZ B BAR Y 3 i Ao ok

econd China-Japan economic
S high-level diadlogue was held

in Tokyo on June 7. Chi-
nese Vice Premier Wang Qishan
and Japanese Foreign Minister Hi-
rofumi  Nakasone, co-chaired the
dialogue. With the conclusion of
the Memorandum on Intellectual
Property Protection and Coopera-
tion, one of the eight documents
signed, the two countries will es
tablish an IPR working group,
communicate more frequently on
IPR legidation and enforcement,
conduct training and technical as
Sistance.
The first such dialogue was
held in December 2007 in Beijing.
A press release after the second di-

alogue highlighted IPR cooperation,
such as continuation of visit of
high-level Japanese official and
business delegation to China, coop-
eration in the process of amend-
ment to maor IPR legidations,
training, enforcement, exchange of
IPR infringement information, coop-
eration with local authorities under
the guidance of central government,
participation of a plant variety fo-
rum in East Asia for cooperation
in this area. (by Wang Weiwei)
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The China's Forth Culture Heritage Day was held on June 13. The Miao nationality silver jewellery making
skills was added to the list of China Intangible Cultural Heritage as unique folk handicraft. Long Migu, the heri-
tor of slver jewelry making is showing Miao's traditional jewelry.
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(by Zhang Zihong)
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SIPO adds substance to collaboration with UK counterpart
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eeting with the visting
IVI Chief Executive of the U-

nited Kingdom Intellectual
Property Office, lan Fletcher recent-
ly, SIPO Commissioner Tian Lipu
lauded the established ties between
the two offices and stressed SIPO's
intent to further such ties. Fletcher
said the UK office has made coop-
eration with SIPO one of its key
tasks in external cooperation in
view of IPR's increasing role in
global economic environment and
echoed Tian's comment on further
cooperation.

Both sides also updated each
other on their own developments,
discussed details of cooperation
items in 2009 and shared com-
ments on important developments
in the international IPR system, fast
track for green tech patent applica-
tions and impact of the financia
crisis on IPR. (by Wu Rui)
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China expected to have 10,000’ patent attorneys in 2015
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IPO, June 3, announced its
S development plan for patent

representation  service from
2009 to 2015, designing objectives,
basic princes, key tasks, specific
jobs and policy support measures
of patent representation business in
the next seven years.

Under the plan, patent repre-
sentation service shall be greatly
upgraded in 2015 with 10,000
patent attorneys in practice, 1,000

of which are high caiber, mul-
ti-discipline talent with international
vison. Agencies housing them
shall be greatly improved as well
with 100 of them having unique
specialty and top quality.
(by Liu Yangzi)
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Southwest Pharma defends right

to Sanlietong after 10-year dispute

Vgl 10 4505 b B ol

he Supreme People's Court

sealed the 10-year legal bat-

tle between Swiss pharma
ceutica giant F.  Hoffmann-La
Roche AG and Southwest Pharma-
ceutica Co. Ltd., affirming South-
west Pharmas trademark right to
Sanlietong.

Roche licensed the manufacture
of Saridon painkillers to Southwest
Pharma in 1987. After the partner-
ship expired in 1992, Southwest
Pharma filed a trademark applica-
tion for Sanlietong to the Trade-
mark Office (TMO) under the State
Administration for Industry and
Commerce (SAIC) and then applied
for Sanlitong (identical Chinese
characters with Saridon).  Roche
challenged the registrations.

Followed by both an intermedi-
ate court and high court in Beljing
affirming invalid trademark right
Southwest Pharma petitioned the
Supreme Court to hear the case
The Supreme Court held that when
Southwest Pharma applied for regis-
tration of Sanlietong and a the
time it was approved for registra
tion, Sanlietong was not a regis
tered trademark. The two parties
marking Sanlitong on their joint
Saridon painkillers, they should be
deemed to mark the generic name
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Opinions on

National
moting Trademark Strategy

on products rather than using of an
unregistered trademark. Roche has
no ground to challenge the trade-
mark  right. Southwest  Pharma
practiced properly when registering
Sanlietong.
(by Yang Qiang)
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Implementing the
IP Strategy and Pro-
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n an effort implement the Na
I tional IP Strategy, the State

Administration for Industry and
Commerce (SAIC) promulgated the
Opinions on Implementing the Na
tiond IP Strategy and Promoting
Trademark Strategy, establishing the
objective of enabling China to be
an advanced country in registration,
use, protection and administration
of trademarks in 2020.

The Opinions lay outs specific
tasks for implementing trademark
drategy in 11 aspects. Improve
trademark legidations, construct pol-
icy framework, innovate and im-
prove trademark registration system,
direct and support businesses to im-

plement trademark strategy, step
protection of rights and interests of
right holders and consumers.
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