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85.04%

According to the SPC’s
datistics, the conclusion rate of
first-instance IPR civil cases of
Chinese loca courts increased
from 81.73% in 2008 to 85.04%
in 2009, appeallate cases, de-
creased from 49.32% in 2008 to
48.82% in 2009.
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As of the end of 2009, the
number of courts with jurisdic-
tion over patent, new varieties of
plants, layout design of integrated
circuit and famous brand deter-
mination reached 76, 41, 46 and
40 respectively while local courts
with IPR jurisdiction amounted
to 92.
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In 2009, China’s software
registration logged at 70,965, up
49.75%. Among that, registrations
of software copyright were
67,912, up 48.6% , representing
95.7% of the total.
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In a campaign targeting in-
fringing goods via post and ex-
press channel waged by
Guangzhou Customs in 2009, the
customs handled 2,100 infringe-
ment cases, up 210%.
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Jangsu obtaned 87,286
patents in 2009, up 95.73%, top-
ping the nation for the first time.
The province filed 174,327 appli-
cations, up 36.19%, ranking No.1
in the nation after 2008.
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Ningbo  Customs  seized
39,000 clothes and suitcases in-
fringing Armani, Dior, LV, Gucci
and Prada, with a total vaue of
370,000 yuan.
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Executive Editor

IPR In spotlight at NPC, CPPCC

t the third sesson of 11th

A National People’s
Congress (NPC) and Chi-

nese People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC), Chinese Pres-
ident Hu Jingtao reiterated that it
is indispensable to grasp the oppor-
tunity brought by the new round of
world’s  technological  revolution,
strive to build an innovative coun-
try, work hard to make break-
throughs in core technology, ac-
quire more IPRs and provide a
strong support for accelerating the
transformation of economic devel-
opment and economic restructuring.
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao

in his government work report said,

great efforts would be made to im-
plement innovation measures, build
an innovative country and acceler-
ate implementation of important
projects of essentia technologies
while implementing IPR strategy
and beefing up IP creation, applica-
tion and protection.

Both Supreme Court Chief
Justicer  Wang  Shengjun  and
Supreme  Procuratorate  President
Cao Jianming promised to step up
IPR judicial protection.

(by Wang Weiwei)
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SIPO commissioner Tian Lipu (L) and John Marshall Law School
diplomas to Class 2009 under JMLS’ joint program with SIPO’s China Intellectual Property Training Center.
(by Yang Shen)
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‘Why we can trust the Chinese': By inventor Trevor
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court in Bejing today

A fined two Chinese manu-

facturers for infringing the

patent on a British company's kettle
design.

The ruling was welcomed by
Trevor Bayliss, who thanked the
Chinese judicia system for standing
up for British inventors.

Mr Baylis who is best known
for inventing the wind-up radio,
this week wrote to Madam Fu
Ying, the Chinese ambassador to
the UK, to thank the country for
the court's decision.

The 72-year-old, who champi-
ons the rights of inventors, said
patenting ideas can be costly and it
is important that those patents are
respected.

His letter to Fu Ying follows
the case involving Ide of
Man-based Strix Ltd, which manu-
factures electric kettle controls, who
took legal action against two Chi-
nese manufacturers for patent in-
fringements.

Strix said a court in Beijing
ruled in December that its patent
was valid.

The court fined Zhegjiang Jiatai

Electricd Appliance Manufacture
Co Ltd and Leqing FaDa Electrical
Appliance Co Ltd and ordered both
companies to stop producing the
kettle contrals.

Strix said two kettle manufac-
turers, Zhongshan WeiLing Electri-
ca Appliance Co Ltd and Zhong-
shan Shunlong Century Electrical
Appliance Co Ltd, were aso or-
dered to stop the production and
sadle of two models containing
those controls.

The Chinese court's decision to
back the British firm rather than its
own businesses was a positive sign
for future relations, Bayliss said.

‘It means that we can trust the
Chinese,' he said.

‘I want to make sure that the
UK economy doesn't suffer as a
result of people stealing ideas and
that the lone inventor, he or she,
can have their day in court and be
treated with respect.’

Mr Bayliss letter to Madam Fu
Ying expressed his "thanks and grat-
itude for the Beijing court's recent
award of 91 Million RMB (about
£800,000) in damages in favour of
Ide of Man-based Strix Ltd".

It added: ‘Effective enforce-
ment of intellectua property rights
in China is a key concern of the
many smal UK businesses and
there is a widespread belief that
enforcing intellectual property rights
in China is a challenge for foreign
companies.

‘This decision demonstrates that
this is not so and it will be we-
comed by small businesses in the
UK who wish to operate within
your country.'

Mr Baylis added that it was "a
very important ruling and other
countries would do well in follow-
ing Chinas lead" in recognising and
enforcing intellectual property rights.

He told the ambassador: 'l
would like to thank you for stand-
ing alongside those ordinary people
who have the ability to change al
our lives both socially and com-
mercialy.'

Paul Hussey, CEO of Strix
Ltd, said the case highlighted the
importance the Chinese judiciary
placed on protecting the intellectual
property rights of companies no
matter where they are based.

‘Higher standards of intellectua
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Beijing Court

takes

CARTIER

trademark infringement claim
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Intermediate

eijing No.2

People’s  Court  recently

took Cartier International N.
V's complaint on Foshan Yinuo Ce-
ramics Company and Beijing Yu-
long Yinuo Company’s infringement
of its trademark.

Catier Company registered
some CARTIER trademarks in the
class of jewelry and other varieties
in China. Cartier claimed that the
two defendants used & My T ,
CARTIER and &3l symbols on
ceramics, and placed several arti-
cles on their website, which would
cause public confusion and violates
the principle of good faith. Cartier
then filed suit to the court on the
ground of trademark infringement
and unfair competition, and sought
injunction, diminated negative ef-
fects and 800,000 yuan in dam-
ages.

We will follow the develop-

Bayliss

property protection will encourage
new innovation and support Chinas
bid to further enhance its position
as a global design centre, not just
a manufacturing hub," he said.

‘It is equally important for oth-
er countries to respect the intellec-
tual property rights of Chinese
companies so that Chinese innova-
tors are also protected when their
technologies are exported and intro-
duced in other parts of the world.'
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