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@ China's IP

- in foreign eyes

s China grows richer, life
A is growing harder for fak-

ers. A recent study of Chi-
na’s luxury market by Bain, a con-
sultancy, concludes that “demand
for counterfeit products is decreas
ing fast.” Another reason why fak-
ers are under pressure is that Chi-
nese firms now have intellectual
property of their own to protect.
(Pro logo, Chinese consumers are
falling out of love with fakes, by
The Economist)
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ith the government
W putting over $50 bhillion

into clean energy R&D
every year, China has become a
globa hub for energy innovation.
Chinas twelfth five-year-plan, intro-
duced in 2011, added goas for de-
veloping clean technology indige-
noudy. Chinese companies are in-
novating and developing clean tech,
both for domestic use and for ex-
port. (How Chinese Innovation is
Changing Green Technology, by
Foreign Affairs)
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Comment:

For clean energy enthusiasts,
China has become the main event,
as the country that uses more ener-
gy and emits more greenhouse gas
es than any other on earth. Howev-
er, what is happening now in China
is not the same old cautionary tale

HEES5BREALS T (BFF
)&k E
Comment:

Not long ago, Chinese customers
applauded the fakers for saving them
money; now they scorn them Fake
goods in China are no longer popular.
Increasingly affluent Chinese con-
sumers have started recognizing the
true value of brands Awareness of
intellectual property protection is tak-
ing root in Chinese society.
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of dirty development. China is tak-
ing chalenges in green technology,
which has proved its commitment
to, and ability in, energy innovation
and sustainable development.
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@ EXPRESS

Fengbaomafeng vs BMW

Free rider falls off the horse
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n December 2011, in its
O ruling over the trademark
infringement and  unfair
competition case against Guangzhou
Century Baochi Clothing Cmpany,
Beijing No.2 Intermediate People’s
Court granted injunctive relief and
monetary relief of 500,000 yuan to
the Germany-based BMW AG.
It represented another victory
for BMW after litigation against
Century Baoma Company.

Stumble

Shenzhen Century Baoma
Clothing Company, the brand own-
er of Century Baoma, was regis
tered in December 2004. The trade-
mark of its main product is MB-
WL and figure under N0.3249546,
which was registered by a company
with the name Germany Century
Baoma Group. The group granted
the trademark in October 2004 and
then authorized Century Baoma
Company for use of it.

For Century Baoma Company’s
action of aternating blue and white
design of “MBWL” trademark
which was quite smilar to that of
the “BMW” trademark. In addition,
the trade name of Century Baoma
Group contained the two characters
for  “Baoma’, which constituted
trademark infringement and unfair
competition. The BMW then ap-
pealed to Hunan Higher People’s
Court in August 2008. After hear-
ing the case, the court held that
Century Baoma Company commit-
ted trademark infringement and un-
fair competition on December 15,
2009.

Both parties did not appeal.
As the ruling took effect, Century
Baoma changed its name to Feng-
baomafeng.

It is worth mentioning that in
2009 the Trademark Review and
Adjudication Board (TRAB) under
the State Administration for Indus-
try and Commerce also rendered a
decision ordering that the trademark
of “MBWL & Device” under No.

3249546 be cancelled from leather
shoes, clothes and caps and but a-
lowed it to be maintained in other
goods, such as ties.

Repeat

The Century Baochi Company
was established in November 2009,
and expanded it market after ob-
taining the trademark of Fengbao-
mafeng and Figure under No.
4719183 from Centruy Baoma
group in April 2010. In February
2011, Bejing No.2 Intermediate
People’s Court took the trademark
infringement and unfair competition
case between the two companies.

BMW held that it has obtained
the priority right in automobile and
clothes, and Century Baochi consti-
tuted trademark infringement on the
ground of using the blue and white
design of trademark similar to
BMW trademark in clothes, cloth-
ing label, brochures and webste.
The Century Baochi denied the ac-
cusation by arguing that it has
been licensed for using the trade-
mark and character by Century
Baoma Group.

The Court held that the blue
and white design of Century
Baochi trademark was quite similar
with that of the “BMW” trade-
mark, which could cause confusion
among the public. In addition, Cen-
tury Baochi company’s action of
using the characters Century Baoma
Group in advertisement is likely to
confuse and mislead consumers as
to the sources of the goods. The
above action constituted trademark
infringement and unfair competition.

So the court granted injunctive
relief  and monetary relief of
500,000 yuan to BMW Group. It is
learned that both the two sides
filed an appeal recently. We would
follow the developments of the
case. (by Cui Wenyu)
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China’s first
evaluation center opera—
tional in Beijing
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copyright

The first copyright evaluation
center of its kind in China was
operational a the National Copy-
right Exchange Base of Renmin
University of China, representing
China has experienced the trans-
tion from fundamental research
to practice in copyright evalua-

tion. The center provides an
important approach for copyright
trading, financing and dispute
settlement.

(by Liu Ren)
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Guangdong industry and
administra—
tion join forces with
Customs in IPR coop—
eration
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Guangdong Administration for
Industry and Commerce signed an
agreement on strengthening IPR
protection with Guangdong
Customs, deciding to cooperate in
six areas such as establishing IPR
protection working and meeting
system. Both sides decide to hold
a meeting every sx months to
summarize and discuss working
plan.

commerce

(by Gu Qizhi/Zhang Jing)
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Tianjin strive to increase
invention patents per
10,000 heads to 10+
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Tianjin recently formulated its
12th Fve Year Plan for patent,
setting lofty goals such as over 10
patents per 10,000 populations, at
least 30% tech SMEs owning a
paent and 10,000 companies
involved in patenting. As of the
end of the 11th Five-Year Plan, the
number of invention patents per
10,000 heads stood at 5.1.

(by Cui Jingsi/Ning Weihong)
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Henan mediates 26 mass
patent infringements
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In 2011 end, Henan IP Office,
Henan Provincial Public Security
Bureau and other two authorities
cracked down on activities infringing
designs in wood carving statues of
Nanjie Village Crafts Company,
Luohe City, Henan Province
Zhenzhou IP Office mediated 26
patent dispute cases relating to five
private businesses in merely one
month.

(by Li Janwei/Ma Weidong/
Yue Xiuke)

AR BT AR R
PR B ALTE 4 5B AT RAT
o)), B AL TN TS BERARIR A
FE A T2 A BRA B AR GRS
AL R P i o FBMN T AT
BURXAT 14~ Hisa], hie i g
SEFR T XL ) B 5 P 26
LRNRALENS

(&% LIHR EBH)

it e RTERRENH AL E 6 S

B 4 : 100088

PDF M AfFfFH "pdfFactory Pro™ ifH kA GI%: www. fineprint.com.cn

FB BB ; cipnews @vip.sina.com

1B &8 .82803956

4R1EE6 . 82803936

= 82803009

%176 82034385

J-4&#B.82034358

BN : iR R ZE HRENRIT



http://www.fineprint.com.cn

