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ccording to Science maga

@ China's IP

in foreign eyes
A zine's Science Insider web-

site, Chinese state spending
on science and technology is set to
increase by more than 12 per cent
to nearly 230 billion yuan in 2012.
The budget of the National Natural
Science Foundation of China, the
country's main competitive funding
agency, was doubled between 2009
and 2011. Similar figures were
recorded, showing that Chinas
share of physics papers produced
globally rose from 8.2 per cent in
2001 to 18.6 per cent in 2010.
(China continues pouring cash into
basic science, by www.timeshighere-
ducation.co.uk)
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he Chinese government has
T helped Microsoft  Corp.'s
business in China by im-
proving intellectual property protec-
tion, the company's top China ex-
ecutive Simon Leung said recently.
Meanwhile,  Microsoft's  person-
al-computer-software business, long
set back by rampant piracy, has
improved in China, Mr. Leung
said. He credited a campaign a-
ganst piracy led by Chinas Min-
istry of Commerce, and said an
increasing number of state-owned
enterprises are using licensed soft-
ware. (Microsoft  Gives  Beijing
Mixed Reviews, by The Wall Street
Journal)
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WRL's enforcing right attracts public attention g
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Comment:

China is increasing science and
technology investment, making it
easer for scientists to pursue re-
search and success. This is another
evidence of the fact that China is
trying the best to enhance its inno-
vation level. While Chinas rise is
inevitable, a boost to its research
budget can be a great news for
scientists worldwide.
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Comment:

We see Microsoft Corp.'s busi-
ness growing consistently for the
past three years in a very heathy
way. That might be the reason why
the chief executive complains that
China is hurting the company with
regulations preventing the official
launch of the Xbox 360 game con-
sole, but at the same time credits
that China has helped Microsoft
Corp. in terms of intellectual prop-
erty protection.
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(by Correspondent Wang Weiwei
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Seagull flies through Omega
ambush at Baselworld
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n March 8, the 2012
O Basel Watch and Jewery

show opened in the north-
ern Swiss town, which housed the
most advanced watch technologies
and luxury brands in the world.
Tianjin  Seagull Watch Industry
Company, with every intention to
make its name in the globa stage,
never expected walking into an in-
fringement ambush. With the go-
liath Omega in its way, Seagull
responded with determination and
reasoning.

Fight back is the only choice a-
gainst groundless accusation

The Basel Watch and Jewelry
Show is the biggest of its kind in
the world. On March 9, Omega
filed a complaint to the IP board
of the Show, claiming that Seagull
used the word "CO-AXIAL" in its
promotional materials and allegedly
infringed a trademark of Omega
When lawyers of the IP board and
heads of Omega came to the stand
of Seagull a the end of the show
that day, lawyers of Seagull handed
over Seagull’s signboard after com-
munication with the IP board and
got related evidences and materials
ready for response.

Facing the sudden allegation,
Seagull felt innocent. "By citing the
English trandation of * [Al %l 9
from the encyclopedia and Eng-
lish-Chinese Dictionary as co-axial,
Seagull defended that co-axial was
used as an adjective to describe the
watch, rather than a trademark, and
our trademark is Y ",said Geng
Lijun, the IP director of Seagull
told reporter.

On the morning of March 10,
the IP board announced its deci-
sion, ruling the signboard used by
Seagull didn't infringe the trade-
mark of Omega.

This is another victory for
Seagull in the exhibition after
2011.
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he high-profile infringement

case between the Writers

Rights League (WRL) and
Apple has new progress. On March
16, the National Copyright Adminis-
tration of China (NCAC) announced
that the Apple’s App store is sus-
pected of infringing rights of the
Chinese writers and offered its sup-
port to them.

Meanwhile, another collecting
society, China Written Works Copy-
right  Society (CWWCS) has
launched a hotline dedicated to take
complaints against Apple from writ-
ers.

Apple refuses to comment

“As an IPR-laden company,
Apple understands the importance
of IPR protection. Apple will give
timely and appropriate response
when receiving such complaint”,
said Ms. Huang Apple China’s PR
executive in her message to media
outlets.
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“They say the matter is now
in the hands of their US headquar-
ters, and no one from China can
say anything. They tell us to wait
patiently for cals from lawyers sent
by the company”, said WRL repre-
sentative Bel Zhicheng. “Apple
must remove infringing content for
free download and avoid such ac-
tion to develop”, sad Be. WRL
claims they have not yet received
direct response from Apple.

“The court has taken the case,
and we are waiting for the court
hearing, which is expected in the
second half of this year”, said
Wang Guohua, an attorney repre-
senting WRL in this case.

When approached by CIP
News, Apple attorney said she is
not in the postion to reveal any-
thing without the authorization from
the company. Further questions shall
be addressed to Apple HQ.

WRL wins support

“As much as our knowledge
is, the App Store does appear to
include doubtful pirated content. But

the final call has to be made fol-
lowing protocol”, said a NCAC
principal.

CWWCS sad that it is gather-
ing evidence right now and enforce
its right with government support in
due time. Writers and publishers
may send their complaints through
two hotlines, email and its Sina
Weibo account.

“Enforcing right in a class ac-
tion save writers money and trouble
in gathering evidence. More writers
and publishers may share enforce-
ment outcomes through such effi-
cient action”, said Zhang Hongbo,
deputy director general of CWWCS.

Back to the WRL case, 22
writers join forces to chase down
Apple for infringing their 95 works.
“WRL has filed another lawsuit a-
ganst Apple to Beijing No.2 Inter-
mediate People’s Court in February,
seeking over 11 million yuan in
damages’, said Bei Zhicheng.

(by Jiang Xu/Dou Xinying)
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A new lesson for Chinese watch
marker

Seagull watch is no stranger
to Chinese people. The first
home-made watch Seagull was
born in 1955. "We aways pay
great attention to innovation. After
several years’ efforts, 90% of our
products are IPR-laden products’,
Geng Lijun told reporter. The con-
gantly improvement of Chinese
watch technology has caught atten-
tion of some international famous
watch makers. "It made them un-
easy, since we made breakthrough
in some cutting-edge technologies
in such short time, which resulted
in wild punches heading our way",
said Geng.

As to this dlegation, Geng
said that it is a big leson for
Seagull. "Some domestic compa-
nies, including Seagull, usualy put
their eyes on the product name
when filing trademark registration
application. They felt that if the
trademark was registered, it could
prevent trademark dispute from
happening. Some international fa-
mous watch makers, however, aso
filed trademark registration for core
technologies and product attributes
on top of their product names,
which is surely a new lesson for
Chinese companies’, said Geng.

(by Zhang Di)
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