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ilx"ﬂligina's IP

- in foreign eyes

omething strange is happen-
S ing in China. For decades

American  politicians and
businessmen have made it a ritua
to bash China over theft of intel-
lectua property (IP). But now Gary
Locke, America’s ambassador to
China, has proclaimed that “for ev-
ery foreign company caling for
stronger IP protection, there are re-
dly more Chinese companies call-
ing for the same--- Progress is oc-
curring.”  (Intellectual property in
China, Still murky, by The E-
conomist)
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hina’s IT ministry has
C warned domestic  handset
makers to beware of getting
sucked into the escaating number
of intellectual property disputes cur-
rently disrupting the smart phone
industry. A white paper (Chinese)
issued by the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology’s China
Academy of Telecommunication Re-
search argued that as home grown
brands begin to dominate on the
world stage the risk of them being
hit with an IP suit by a foreign
company has surged. (China warns
domestic mobile phone makers of IP
dangers, by www.theregister.co.uk)
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Comment:

Is China really getting serious
about protecting people’s ideas?
Nowadays when westerns ask this
question, they are sure that they
have found promising signs.Chinese
firm skeen on expanding oversess,
such as ZTE and Huawei, are in-
vesting heavily to develop and pro-
tect original technologies. Mean-
while, China’s lega systems are
getting better.
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Comment:

China now produces the ma
jority of the world’s supply of mo-
bile devices. However, international
companies have the patents that
matter for key underlying technolo-
gies. That’s why it is much more
likely that international rivals will
use intellectual property rights as a
weapon in  competition. Chinese
companies should watch out!
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(by Correspondent Wang Weiwel
from Canada)
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Tian Lipu:IPR is advancing social_

and economic development
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ddressing the press confer-

ence on IPR protection

hosted by the State Council
Information Office on April 24,
SIPO Commissioner Tian Lipu laid
out the country’s success in imple-
menting the national IPR strategy
in 2011 and lauded IPR’s role in
boosting social and economic de-
velopment.

Tian said that the IPR legida-
tive process fared wel in 2011.
Key tasks on patent norm-setting
included submission of the Draft
Revison of Regulations on Patent
Commissioning (for-review version)
to the State Council, enactment of
the new verson of Measures on
Patent Administrative Enforcement,
completion of revison of Managing
Procedures for Patent Licensing
Contracts Recording, invitation for
comments for the Measures on Im-
plementing Compulsory Licenses of
Patent and Regulations on Patent
Marking and Labeling after comple-
tion of their amendment. The
Laws on Intangible Cultural Her-
itage was published and came into
force. State Adminigtration for In-
dustry and Commerce (SAIC) coor-
dinated with the Legidative Af-
fairs Office of the State Council to
advance revison of the Trademark
Law. The 3rd amendment of the
Copyright Law is underway. Man-
aging Regulations on Access to and
Benefit Sharing of Biological Ge-
netic Resources was finished. In
2011, the National IPR strategy
was moving forward and the IPR

planning scheme was finished. Ten
ministries including SIPO issued the
12th Five-Year Plan on IPR. The
28-membered inter-agency  task
force on IPR drategy jointly issued
the Action Plan on National IPR
dtrategy 2011 and comprehensively
assessed and  evaluated the works
on implementing the National IPR
dtrategy since it was launched three
years ago.

According to Tian, 2011
witnessed effective IPR enforcement
and judicial protection by IPR-related
ministries in China To strengthen
IPR protection and maintain a fair
and orderly market, the State Council
further deployed the nationwide

special campaign  against  IPR
infringements and production and
sales of counterfeit and

inferior-quality commodities issued
the Opinions on further Deploying
the Special Campaign against IPR
Infringements and Production and
Sales of Counterfeited and Forged
Commodities A leading group
directing the special campaign was
set up by the State Council and the
long-term IPR protection mechanism
was built. During this campaign,
administrative  law  enforcement
departments at different levels put
155900 cases on record, involving
343 billion yuan. 2011 witnessed the
steady advances in IPR filings
examination and registration and new
breakthroughs in terms of quality
and quantity. In 2011, China
accepted 1633  million  patent

applications in total. Among them,
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526000 were inventions Living
invention patent holding amounted to
697,000, 351,000 were from home,
exceeded the holdings from abroad
for the first time. In 2011, China
received 14168 million trademark
registrations The software copyright
registrations amounted to 109300. In
the same time IPR international
exchanges and cooperation were
deepened. (by Hu Man)
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