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Chinese PV companies face uncer

ti—dumping investigation
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United States initiated an-

ti-dumping and countervailing
investigations against Chinas solar
panels industry, Europe, the largest
buyer of Chinese solar products
started another round of a trade war
with Chinese manufacturers. On 6
September, the European Commis-
son (EC) announced to launch an
anti-dumping investigation in China’
s photovoltaic (PV) batteries.

Shi- Dinghuan, chairman of the
Chinese Renewable Energy Institute
worries that if the anti-dumping
case is verified, a large number of
Chinese PV companies will face the
risk of bankruptcy, while the whole
industry, as well as economy and
the society will be seriously affect-
ed.

J ust severad months after the

Disaster or not, industry insid-
ers however suggest that what Chi-
nese PV companies do next is to
enhance innovation, transform pro-
duction to research and develop-
ment, complete the transition from
China made to China create.

Worries and risks

The photovoltaic industry, once
consdered as a thriving industry,
has undergone economic winter in
the past year. The news that the
EU and US decided to launch the

anti-dumping investigations against
China’s PV products have caused
anxieties among the public about
the future of China’s PV industry.

Li Lei, researcher from China
Energy Storage Alliance said num-
bers of small and medium-sized
enterprises have darted their PV
business in China’s mainland in
recent years; however most of
these companies are of smal size
with low technica level, innova
tion deficiency and less competi-
tiveness. In an effort to expand
oversea market, some of these
companies adopted the low-price
drategy, but they haven’t noticed
that the stronger-than-expected cost
drop has caused anxiety among
their counterparts and the Western
countries have tightened policy
support on the PV industry. All
these factors have led to an-
ti-dumping investigation into Chi-
nese companies.

Statistics show that EU is
now the biggest client of Chinese
small and medium-sized PV enter-
prises, and nearly 60 percent of
China’s PV exports were shipped
to the European market in 2011.
Industry insiders worry that if the
EU closes the gate, many of
Chinese PV companies will face
short capital supply, 60 percent

or more PV enterprises may go
bankruptcy .

Way out

"What the Chinese PV enter-
prises are experiencing mirrors the
innovation deficiency of Chinese
PV industry. Due to limited tech-
nology level, Chinese PV compa
nies are unable to manufacture
complete sets of PV equipments,
which is the must-resolve problem
Chinese PV manufactures face.
said Li Lei.

Statistics from SIPO show that
PV industry in China covers three
types of patents applications, of
which, 60% are utility model,
26.66% are industrial design, the
rest 13.33% are for inventions. To
optimize the patent structure, Chi-
nese PV companies should increase
the technical strength.

"Now, Chinese PV industries
should increase investment into re-
search and development of complete
plants, develop core technology with
independent IPR. In the long run,
Chinese enterprises should strength-
en the patent cooperation and ex-
changes, conduct patent crosslicens-
ing. Also, they should league to-
gether and seek lega resolutions ac-
tively." suggest Li Lei.

(by Li Qun)
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ZF Sachs holds off trademark registration by Zh
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Court recently seded a
11-year trademark dispute
between German ZF Sachs AG and
a Zhegjiang-based rubber company
named Yuhuan Boge, affirming the
Zhejiang company’s  trademark
squatting.
A third party Yuhuan Fangdi
industrial machinery  Co.  Ltd.
filed for trademark registration of

T he Beijing Supreme People’s

No. 1692088 for BOGE in class
17, goods of rubber shock ab-
sorber and rubber shock absorbing
buffers on October, 2001, the
trademark  then  transferred  to
Yuhuan Boge in 2010. However,
ZF Sachs challenged the trade-
mark and sought regection of reg-
istration.

During the firts and second
instance trial, the courts held that
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trademark in question used on the
goods class, goods function and
target customer is evidently similar
with plaintiff’s products, so simi-
larity is congtituted. Meanwhile,
the courts found that the BOGE
trademark has been registered by
ZF Sachs earlier than Yuhuan
Boge and has gained popularity a-
mong the consumers. Then the
courts denied Yuhuan BOGE’s re-

quest.
We will follow the develop-
ment of the case.
(by Xie Huandong)
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@ China's IP

- In foreign eyes

.S. companies have long

accused the Chinese of

sealing their intellectual
property. But now some in China
are pointing the finger back. The
lawsuits being filed in Chinese
courts are evidence of a growing
awareness in this country that intel-
lectual property can be a vauable
tool - for protecting your ideas and
for squeezing money out of other
companies, too. Analysts say foreign

firms can expect to see many more
lawsuits coming from China, turning
the country into a new front in the
global patent wars. So far in China,
most patent infringement disputes
have been between Chinese compa
nies. But a few firms have been
bold enough to take on foreign
multinationals far greater in sze
(Chinese firms put intellectual prop-
erty lawsuits to work, by The Wash-
ington Post)
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Patents are a key part of Chi-
nese government’s plan to make
the economy less dependent on
manufacturing and more driven by
homegrown ingenuity. Along with
more patents have come more liti-
gation, intellectual property lawsuits
have remarkably increased. Howev-
er, we have to notice that the qual-
ity of the patents is more important
and a good patent should reflect its
value in its commercialization, not
from lawsuits.
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hinds largest e-commerce
C website, Taobao  Market-

place, has signed a pact
with the Motion Picture Association
(MPA), an affiliate of the Motion
Picture Association of America, to
curb the sale of counterfeit and
copyright-infringing products on the
platform.  Under the agreement,
Taobao Marketplace and the MPA
will cooperate to identify and re-
move listings for counterfeit goods
and those that infringe the copy-
rights of MPA member companies,
both parties said. Chinas Taobao

Marketplace is the largest con-
sumer-oriented e-commerce platform
with a more than a 70 percent
market share, according to analysts.
(China's Taobao e -commerce site
signs deal with US. film rep to
curb piracy, by Chicago Tribune)
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China has the most number of
Internet users in the world and its
e-commerce sector is booming. For-
eign governments and companies
have for years urged China to take

a dronger stand againgt intellectual
property violations. However, in fact
China has been struggled to crack
down on the numerous factories and
shops peddling the fake goods, and
has vyielded outstanding achieve-
ments in the action Chinese compa
nies aso have been doing so.
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(by Correspondent
Weiwei from Canada)
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