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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

@ China's IP

- in foreign eyes
ccording to a new survey
from Genera Electric Co,

I\ China has become much

more open to partnering with other
companies over the last couple years
This year, China moved ahead of
Japan for the first time in the innova-
tion ranking. About 35% of the sur-
vey respondents said the US is the
most innovative country. Germany
followed with 15% of the vote, fol-
lowed by China at 12% and Japan at
11%. (GE Survey. Protectionism at
Odds with Innovation, by The Wall
Street Journal)
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Comment:

As the improvement of IP pro-
tection, China’s environment is
more conducive to innovation. Di-
versified business models, strong
government support, flexible talent
strategy and openness to internation-
a collaboration are four advantages
of China’s innovation, which are
aso a key to more and more inter-
national partners.
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hinese search engine Baidu
‘ said on Jan. 14 that it has

struck an agreement with
France Telecom to instal Baidu’s
browser on low-end smartphones to
sell in Africa and the Middle East,
where the French telco has 81 mil-
lion subscribers. The deal is the
largest Baidu has signed with a
global operator, and it’s just the
latest example of Chinese technolo-
gy firms pushing into developing
Asian, Latin American and African
markets. (China’s Baidu and other
technology titans push into emerging
markets, by Quartz)
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Comment:

Baidu’s CEO Robin Li once said
that his goal was to make the Chinese
search engine a household name in at
least half the world within the next
decade In order to achieve the aim,
Baidu and other Chinese tech firms
are on the right way by focusing on
the emerging markets
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(by Correspondent ~ Wang
Weiwel from Canada)
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SIPO received 14% more PCT fillings in 2012
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ccording to the latest statis-
A tics released by SIPO,

SIPO received 19,926 PCT
applications in 2012, up 14.0%
over the previous year, 18,145 of
which were from domestic appli-
cants, representing 91.1% of the to-
ta and up 12.8%; 1,781 of which
were from abroad, up 28.7%. The
steady fast growth in PCT filings
reflects that Chinese companies are
now eyeing on enhancing the inter-
national competitiveness in inspiring
innovation and venturing out, ac-
cording to analysts.

With a rapid development of
PCT filings, more Chinese compa-
nies increasingly focus on strength-
ening their capabilities in indepen-
dent innovation and improving their
IPR awareness and especialy think
highly of IPR in the international
market competition, according to Li
Shunde, the director of Law and IP
Department of the Graduate Univer-
sity of Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences.

All these encouraging trends of
PCT applications benefited from be-
ing highly concerned and vigorous
support from government. Depart-
ments a al levels have taken a se-
ries of effective policy measures on
providing reward for PCT filings
since the national 11th Five-Year
Plan was implemented, which pro-
vided a sound policy environment
for enterprises, local organizations
and individuals.

There are 16 provinces (munic-
ipalities) filed more than 100 PCT
applications in 2012. The top 3 for
PCT applications are Guangdong,
Beijing and Shanghai, with 9,211,
2,705 and 1,024 respectively; Jang-
su (915), Zhejiang (639), Shandong
(531), Hunan (448), Taiwan(370),
Tianjin (304) and Fujian (266) fol-
lowed suit from fourth to tenth.
Guangdong, Beijing, Shanghai,
Jiangsu and Zhejiang contributed
over 80% of the total domestic
PCT filings.

“From a PCT filling perspec-
tive, it reflects a graded distribution
of IPR grategy development in Chi-
na’s provinces (municipalities),” said
Tao Xinliang, Director of IP School
of Shanghai University. “On one
hand, it is directly proportiona to
the creativeness of different regions,
while the top ten provinces (munici-
palities) are mostly developed and
innovative areas. On the other hand,
it also reflects that innovation activi-
ties and economic operation of these
areas intend to venture out, which
put more value on patent filing and
brand expansion.

(by Chen Jianming/Liu Lei)
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Apple’s 412,000 yuan compensation fails to
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People’s Court rendered the

firg-instance judgment on a
high-profile case recently, ordering
the defendant the U.S. electronics
giant Apple Inc (Apple) to cease
infringement and indemnify 412,000
yuan in compensation and 18,000
yuan in lega cost to the eight
Chinese famous writers including Li
Chengpeng, Murong Xuecun.
However, the disgruntled plaintiff,
the Writers Rights League (WRL),

was not satisfied  with  the
compensation and will appeal to
higher court.

The court held that the
defendant  Apple, without the

plaintiff’s permission, uploaded the
works in question to the App Store,
alowing the public to download
while profiting from such actions
and causing dignificant economic
loss to the plantiff. The court
comprehensively  considered  the
difficulty of creation, market value,
the acting of Apple, the actua

download number,

the scope of

infringement and the degree of
Apple’s  subjective  fault and
ordered.

The executive of WRL Bei
Zhicheng who had sought 10 million
yuan in damages were disappointed
with the fine levied by the court.
“The compensation was far below
our expectations. The case was
heard as a class action and the
average lawsuit cost per book
amounted to 30,000 yuan. If the

writer sued individualy, the cost
was at least 100,000 yuan. WRL
was sure to appeal to higher
court,” He said.

“We sought at least 70,000 to
80,000 yuan in damages on Murong
Xuecun’s work but only got 7,000
yuan in the verdict which was too
low to accept. Previoudy, the court
ordered Baidu website to pay
compensation of 27,700 yuan and a
reasonable fee 4,000 yuan to
Murong Xuecun on the same
work,” Bel Zhicheng added.

(by Jiang Xu)
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According to a news confer-
ence of a gpecial campaign a
ganst online piracy held by the

National Copyright Administration
(NCA), Ministry of Public Se-
curity, Ministry of Industry and

Information Technology and other
government organs, from July
to October in 2012, 282 online
piracy cases were handled by lo-
cal copyright administrative organs
and 183 illegd websites were
closed .
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