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@ China's IP

- in foreign eyes

A new study predicts that America
may lose its title as the global lead-
er in R&D spending by 2023. If the
federal government's R&D spending
continues to decline or remain flat,
China could overtake the U.S in
spending on research and develop-
ment in about 10 years The U.S.

Federa and private-sector in-
vestments expected to reach a com-
bined $424 hillion this year, for a
12% increase over 2012 levels In
contrast, China's overal R&D spend-
ing is dated to hit $220 billion this
year. That's just over half of the US
total, but it represents an 11.6% in-
crease over 2012. (U.S. could fall be-
hind China in R&D spending by
2023, by Computerworld)
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Big Chinese consumer-technology
companies are dominant at home,
but they have struggled overseas.
Now, in an attempt to change that,
they are charging into Brazil and
other emerging markets. Lenovo, the
world's No. 2 PC vendor, says it
expects more than 20% of the next
half-billion PC buyers to be in
Brazil. The company, which sur-
passed Dell Inc. in part because of
a push into markets including India
and Russia, says its Brazil operation
is now its biggest outside of China
But it may not be easy for Chinese
companies, which continue to strug-
gle to build their brands outside
China.  (Chinese Tech Titans Eye
Brazil, by The Wall Street Journal)
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To achieve the goal of a more
innovation-driven economy, China
has been increasing its R&D spend-
ing at a smilar rate for years. In
2012 it’s expected to surpass 1
trillion yuan ($160.8 billion). Thus
Chinas innovation capability has
been greatly boosted in the past
five years, with scientific progress
contributing 51.7 percent to the na-
tion's economic growth in 2011.
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Brazil is considered "the most
important” market outside of China
Chinese tech titans, such as Leno-
vo, Baidu and Tencent, are speed-
ing up the investment there and
trying to replicate the success they
have had in China but giving their
products a local flavor. Since some
of the big global players haven't
given as much localized attention
to the market, there's a good op-
portunity for them to come in.
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(by Correspondent
Weiwei from Canada)
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China registered 800,000+ copyrights in 2012
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800,000+ copyright softwares,

680,000+ of which were works
registrations, up 50% over 2011,
nearly 140,000 of which were soft-
ware registrations In 2012, 146
copyrightws were pledged to get a
loan of 2.751 billion yuan, including
773 softwares and works, sources
from National Copyright Administra-
tion (NCA) said on January 17.

The registrations covers
687,700 works, up 49.05% over
2011, and Beijing rank the top in

I n 2012, China has registered

this regard. In terms of work types,
the  registrations  are mostly
photography, writing, art and film.
In 2012, China registered 139,200
software copyrights, up 27.33% ,
and Beijing, Guangdong, Shanghai,
Zhejiang and Jiangsu rank the top
five in the nation. The registration
for cloud-based softwares witnessed
the fastest growth, and 1,946 of
that were registered, up 118.65%.
“The growth of Chinese copyright
registration in 2012 reflects that the
cultural  creativity and  socia

copyright awareness has become
stronger, and some enterprises have
attached greater importance to
copyright protection, utilization and
management.” said a principal of
NCA.

In October 2011, NCA issued
a circular to unify the registration
process and certificate formats. For
more than one year, thanks to the
cooperation between China
Copyright  Protection Center and
local copyright registration agencies
across the nation on the registration

normdization, the quality and
quantity of registration has
improved rapidly. (by Liu Ren)
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The 15th China Patent Award selection launches

he 15th China Patent Award

selection, jointly organized

by SIPO and WIPO was
launched recently. SIPO has issued
a Circular on Selection of the 15th
China Patent Award to local IP of-
fices, the relative departments under
the State Council and some associ-
aions across the nation.

The evaluation jury created 4
award categories. Chinese patent
gold meda, Chinese design gold
medal, Chinese patent award of ex-
cellence and and Chinese design
award of excellence. Among that,
20 patent gold medals and 5 de
sign gold medals would be select-

According to the notice, appli-
cants applying for the 15th China
patent award should meet the fol-
lowing requirements: The applicants
should have applied for patents in
SIPO and been granted before De-
cember 31, 2012. The scope of
patents includes invention, utility
model and design, while excluding
defense patents, secret patents. The
patent rights should be of high cer-
tainty and superior standard, and
should be put into use, bring good
economic and socia benefits. The
ownership of the patent rights
should be clear, without legal dis-
pute. In addition, past winners
should not enter into competition.
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The applicants shall submit
their materials before March 39,
2013. For more details, the
applicants may visit the website of
SIPO and download the E-files of
application.

(by Chen Jianming/Wang Wenjing)
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Audi’s registration for TT trademark encounters
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he Beijing High People’s
T Court rendered its final deci
sion on Audi AG’s TT trade-
mark case, upholding the first in-
gstance decision of the Beijing No.l
Intermediate People’s Court, affirm-
ing Audi not infringing a trademark
holder Mr. Zhang’s TT trademark,
approving Audi’s application for
territorial  extension protection, and
overturning the previous decision
made by the Trademark Review
and Adjudication Boad (TRAB)
under the State Administration for
Industry and Commerce. Recently,
Audi AG’s another TT trademark
registration on automobile was re-
jected as well, because the trade-
mark is smilar  with the No.
4430850 TT trademark.
Audi filed the No.5922485 TT
trademark for registration on prod-

ucts of automobile, wheels in
February 2007. However, the regis-
tration for that trademark was re-
jected because it was similar with
the registered N0.G491029 tt toys
toys, No0.4430850 TT and No.
5825586 i TT trademarks. The
disgruntled Audi then brought the
case to TRAB for review.

TRAB held that there are dif-
ferences between Audi’s TT trade-
mark and tt toys toys and 7 5.
TT, and there’s digparity in product
functions, and no similarity is con-
stituted. The TT trademark, howev-
er, is similar with N0.4430850 in
product function, so was rejected.

The disgruntled Audi brought
the case to Beijing No.l1 Interme-
diate People’s Court. The court
hears the case recently. Audi held
that TRAB’s decison on TT

trademark and No0.4430850 trade-
mark is wrong, and Beijing High
People’s Court had made the
clear rules in its final decision, so
the registration for TT trademark
shall be approved. TRAB upheld
its decision.
The case is hearing. We will
follow the development of the case.
(by Yang Qiang)
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