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ccording to the Office of
A the Inter-Ministerial  Joint
Meeting for the implemen-
tation of the National Intellectua
Property Strategy (the Office of the
Inter-Ministerial Joint Meeting), Chi-
na had further strengthened the
campaign againgt Intellectual Proper-
ty (IP) infringement, established a
long-term mechanism for IP protec-
tion, and made remarkable progress
in IP fidd, with 2,510 patent dis
putes handled and 6,512 patent in-
fringement cracked down in 2012.
According to the data, the
courts all over the country received
a total of 87,419 and 2,928 firgt-in-
stance IP civil cases as well as ad-
ministrative cases, and concluded
12,794 IP criminal cases. The
firg-instance IP civil cases were up
45.99% . Meanwhile, the procura

torates nationwide approved arrests
of suspects in 5256 cases, up
20.3%. During the same period, the
polices investigated 44,000 cases of
counterfeiting which involved goods
worth of 11.314 billion yuan, while
the customs officials recorded 4,138
IP applications and confiscated over
15,000 batches of infringing goods
with more than 90 million goods
involved. Moreover, the industry
and commerce administrations na-
tionwide tackled 120,400 cases of
counterfeiting worth an estimated
851 million yuan in vaue and
112,000 cases of fake name-brands
with a value of 274 million yuan.
Besides, the state copyright authori-
ties aso handled 282 cases and
shut down 183 websites last year in
a campaign against online IPR in-
fringement and piracy.

According to a principal from
the Office of the Inter-Ministeria
Joint Meeting, IP protection should
be placed as the top priority of the
implementation of the Nationa I[P
Strategy. There are 84 specific mea
sures in the Promotion Plan for the
implementation of the Nationa In-
tellectual Property Strategy in 2013,
30 of which are about strengthening
IP protection. China will further im-
prove its IP-related laws as well as
regulations, and improve the
long-term mechanism to combat IP
infringement in accordance with the
law.

(by Cui Jings)
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@ China's IP

- In foreign eyes
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hina has
800,000 copyright registra-

tions in 2012, in which
680,000 are for original works, up
50%, and 140,000 are for software.

Copyright pledged financing secured
2.751 hillion yuan worth of loans,
involving 773 software works and
original works, according to infor-
mation released by the National
Copyright Administration. Copyright
registration last year covered a total
of 687,700 original works including
those on photography, literature,
arts, movie, television, sound and
video recording, increasing by
49.05% on a year-on-year bass, of
which Beijing owned the most.
(2012: 800,000 copyright registered
in China, by Lexology)
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Along with the increasing
numbers of patents and trademarks,
China’s copyright registration in-
creases fast too. The significant
growth comes from and also indi-
cates the srengthened creativity in
the country, the increased public
awareness and the enhanced protec-
tion and management capacity of
enterprises.

A,

B A e B AR E k3
¥ 69 Bl B, o B R AT AL fE B ik 3
do, EBHFHEI AN T PER

W AR A 6981 H7 ) R BT S A AR
IR Fo 4 Ak R B SR AL 8 Se iR AR A
KT Fa e 22 5L

hina had 1.1 billion mobile
C subscribers through January,
up 52 percent from 2010,
data compiled by Bloomberg show.

The country has pledged to support
greater urbanization, with as many
as 300 million people to move
from the countryside by 2030, Or-
ganization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development estimates
show.  (Smartphones Lift Chinese
Tech Stocks in Best ETF Advance,
by Bloomberg)
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Smartphones made by Samsung
and Apple might reman con-
sumers’ top choices - if they can

afford them. But a wave of
low-cost competing devices are at-
tracting more and more buyers, as
local newcomers start quietly com-
peting with the giants of the smart-
phone industry. Smartphones made
by Chinese firms are gobbling up
market share.
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(by Correspondent Wang
Weiwei from Canada)
(ABERREHHELZBNEX)

Court’s successful mediation on Puma’s trademark disputes
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ith the respondents willing
W to pay for compensation

and the plaintiff withdraw
the case, Wuhan Intermediate Peo-
ple’s Court recently successfully
mediated the trademark disputes be-
tween Puma and over 30 vendors in
Hanzheng Street together with the
venue rental company Wuhan San-
jiang Economic Development Co.,
Ltd. Finally, they reached the agree-
ment that the vendors cease sales of
counterfeit goods and compensate
Puma over 0.3 million yuan.

Vendors are sued due to infringe-
ment

Hanzheng Street, located in the
downtown area of Hankou district
in Wuhan City, is renowned since
ancient times. The street now be-
comes a well-known distribution
center for brand commodities at
home and a&broad. However, IP in-
fringement gradually arises in recent
years, which casts an ugly shadow
over the commercial street with a
long history.

Several months ago, Puma found
that the marks of some products sold
by some vendors in Hanzheng Street
were quite similar to its own trade-
mark  “PUMA”, and some of the
marks were even as same as its Sub-
sequently, Puma required some no-
taries to preserve the evidence on the
scene, sent a lawyer’s letter to over
30 vendors together with the venue
rental company Wuhan Sanjiang E-
conomic Development Co., Ltd, and

asked them to cease infringement.
After unsuccessful negotiations, Puma
sued them for the sales of infringing
products in Wuhan Intermediate Peo-
ple’s Court at the end of December,
2012, and asked them to pay nearly
2 million yuan for damage.

“Four-step” strategy is develope
in mediation

“Via dialogue with both
parties, the vendors agreed to
cease sdles of counterfeit
goods and compensate Puma
for the loss,” Wei Dahai, a
presiding judge of the IP
court of Wuhan Intermediate
People’s Court, sad to a
journalist in China IP News, “Now
both parties are quite satisfied with
the result.”

According to Wei Dahal, indi-
vidual business accounts for half of
the trademark infringement disputes
in recent years. Usualy, these cas
es, whose number is huge with
wide range, are hard to tackle due
to the right-holders’ high expecta-
tion and the infringers’ poor educa-
tion, lack of awareness of law,
srong resentment as well as low
affordability. To mediate these cases
and relieve the pressure of the trial,
Wuhan Intermediate People’s Court
actively worked out a “four-step”
strategy and got good results.

The  “four-step” strategy is
known as following. Firgly, to lis-
ten patiently and eliminate the an-
tagonism of both sides, which cre-

ates a good atmosphere for the next
mediation. Secondly, to show a
positive attitude and clarify the mis-
understanding between the two par-
ties, which lays a solid foundation
for mediation. Thirdly, to
narrow the gap of both
sides’ expecta-
tions in order to

achieve successful me-
diation and professional
guide. Fourthly, to give sug-
gestions and make both par-
ties satisfied. Hence, cases are con-
cluded more reasonably and quickly
with this strategy, through which
judges should probe deeply into the
case and communications with both
parties are strengthened.

“Up to now, Wuhan Intermediate
People’s Court has handled nearly 300
trademark infringement cases filed by
Puma which greatly reduced the
number of fake goods in Wuhan
market,” said Wei Dahai. According to
him, the defendants involving in the
nearly 400 trademark infringement
caes that Wuhan Intermediate
People’s Court heard in 2012 were
mostly individual business whose
business operating capacity was quite
limited Hence the court often

determines the amount of
compensation after considering their
economic condition and corresponding
affordability. Nowadays there are a
large number of cases that end in
mediation in  Wuhan Intermediate
People’s Court every year. Not only
were satisfactory results achieved, the
court aso saved much time through
mediation. (by Zhang Di)
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