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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

icrosoft founder Bill Gates

@ China's IP

in foreign eyes
I\/I has highlighted the innova-

tions China is adept at that
can benefit the world. “The break-
through science and technology that’s
happening here in China can help
the poorest people in the world lead
healthier, more productive lives”
said Gates, who stressed that China
has successfully lifted 600 million
people out of poverty over the past
three decades, a victory that could
not have been achieved without in-
novation in human health and agri-
cultural productivity. (Chinese inno-
vations to benefit world: Bill Gates,
by ZeeNews)
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Comment:

In the past 30 years China has
lifted 600 million people out of
poverty by innovation and improving
agricultural productivity, which is re-
aly a great miracle. The speed is a-
mazing. The world is starting feeling
the power of Chinese innovation.
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ike Apple, the tech company
L that it aspires to be, China’s
Xiaomi Corp likes to launch
new products to fanboys. As for
Xiaomi, its smartphones are priced
a RMB 1,999 ($322), which is
considerably cheaper than an iPhone
or Galaxy S4. Some took pride in
the fact that a Chinese company
was competing with multinational
tech giants in the world’s largest
smartphone market. (Chinese
smartphone maker Xiaomi ups specs,
adds TV Box, by Forbes)
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Comment:

The move shows that the com-
pany has eventualy managed to ex-
pand its footprint. We are happy to
see that there is an Appleliked
competitor in  China.  However,
while prices will always be attrac-
tive to loca customers, we hope lo-
cal smartphones can be more com-
petitive in technologies.
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(by Correspondent Wang
Weiwe from Canada)
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China and Indonesia signs MOU
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n April 9, Commissioner of
O State Intellectual  Property

Office of the People’s Re-
public of China Tian Lipu met the
Indonesian delegation of IPR led by
their Minister of Ministry of Justice
and Human Rights of Indonesia,
Amir Syamsudin. After the meeting,
a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) on IPR cooperation was
concluded.

During the meeting, Tian Lipu
points out that IPR system reflects
the wisdom of people and is
playing a crucid rule in nationa
economic prosperity as well as
scientific and technological progress.
Though created by industrialized
countries, IPR system can be
utilized in developing countries as
well and is positive in promoting
cooperation in different countries, in
which China is a good example.

“The MOU on IPR cooperation
between China and ASEAN signed
in 2009 is now playing a postive
role in promoting IPR cooperation
between China and ASEAN. SIPO
is glad to make contributions to

promoting IPR  exchange and
cooperation between China and
ASEAN countries, particularly

Indonesia,” says Tian Lipu.
According to Tian Lipu, Amir
Syamsudin’s  visit indicates that
Indonesian government is paying
great  aftention to the IPR
cooperation between the two sides.
“l warmly congratulate on the
achievements Indonesia has made in
IPR system establishment and
international IPR system building. |
do expect a further cooperation in
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Commissioner of State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China Tian Lipu (L) is exchanging the

MOU with Minister of Ministry of Justice and Human Rights of Indonesia Amir Syamsudin.

(by Jiang Wenjie)

i R4t F R B KA A& (L) 5 ERTG L EEARIRKITKR LR T L& s R,

different fields to realize common
development,” says Tian Lipu.

Amir Syamsudin says that
China established the IPR system
30 years ago. In the past three
decades, Chinese government had
adopted  effective  measures to
encourage creativity and protect
IPR, which makes China one of the
best nations in the world in

developing IPR and worthy of
learning. “The two countries share
a great dea in common in
traditional knowledge and genetic
resources, and | do hope that the
two sides will further strengthen
IPR cooperation and exchanges in
the future,” says Amir Syamsudin.
The two sides aso exchanged
opinions on IPR sysem, IPR
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(by Liu Peng)
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() exemess WOWO encounters a trademark similarity case

WA WOWO“fifi #2” 2 [H] [H] Jift

Chinese local convenience
A store WOWO, which is lo-

cated in Chengdu, Sichuan
province, recently encounters a
trademark  similarity case. The
three-color stripe WOWO trademark
was challenged by Thailand IP Of-
fice on the ground of similarity
with their nationa flag.

WOWO was revoked

The three-color stripe logo was
first used in commercial activities
in October 2005 and was registered
as trademark in June 2010.

Two years later, on February
27, Thaland IP Office chalenged
the trademark and requested the
Trademark Office (TMO) under
the State Administration for Indus-
try and Commerce (SAIC) to re-
voke the registration of the
WOWO trademark on ground of
smilarity with Thailand national
flag.

One month after the com-
plant, TMO ruled out that the
WOWO trademark should be re-
voked. TMO held that the color of
the orange, blue and white is de-
signed similarly with the Thailand
national flag, which has violated
the trademark law and should be
rejected.

TMO’s decision gained the fa-
vor of Trademark Review and Ad-
judication Board (TRAB), which is
aso under SAIC. Disgruntled
WOWO brought the case to Beijing

No.1 Intermediate People’s Court.
The court recently heard the case.
According to the founder of
WOWO Tang Yaohua, the WOWO
sounds like the rooster crow and
represents his determination to offer
24-hour service to the customers.
The orange, blue and white colors
are very common and popular in
convenience stores worldwide.

WOWO filed a lawsuit

According to Tang Yaohua, the
registered trademark has not violat-
ed the trademark law and is not
similar with Thailand national flag.
“Firstly, there’s no orange color in
the Thailand national flag. Second-
ly, the sequence of the colors in
our trademark and the flag are dis-
parate. Thirdly, we have specific
meanings in our trademark and are
coincidence with the international
trade practice,” says Tang Yaohua

According to WOWO'’s attor-
ney, whether or not a trademark is
similar with a national flag should
be based on whether it will cause
confusion among the public. “Chi-
nese customers are not familiar
with the Thailand nationa flag and
the trademark in question will not
cause confusion. Besides, according
to Supreme People’s Court’s relat-
ed regulations, it should be cautious
to revoke registration of a trade-
mark with a good reputation, a cer-
tain usage history, and the adminis-
trative order should also respect the

market practice,” says this attorney.
We will follow the develop-

ment of the case.
(by Cui Wenyu/Yi Penghua)
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