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his June 5 marked the fifth
anniversary of the implemen-
tation of the Outline of Na-
tional Intellectual Property Strategy.
In accordance with the overal re-
quirements of the outline, the IPR

works have achieved remarkable
progress in creation, utilization, pro-
tection and management. WIPO Di-
rector General Francis Gurry highly
appreciated Chinese government’s
efforts in advancing IPR develop-
ment, and said that China’s experi-
ence in implementing the strategy
and conducting it as the national
strategy should be popularized and
learned by other nations.

Ability to create IPR improved
rapidly

The year 2012 witnessed new
breakthroughs in the IPR registra-
tion and grants in China. Applica-
tions and grants of invention
patents, utility model patents and
design patents mounted up to 2.051
million and 1.255 million respec-
tively. Moreover, invention applica-
tions have topped the world. The
valid patents for invention owned
by domestic right holders exceeded
the numbers of foreign owners for
the first time. Invention patents
owned by each 10,000 citizens
reached 3.23. By the end of 2012,
SIPO accepted a total of 19,926 in-
ternational applications under PCT,
ranking the 4th in the world, with
applications by ZTE, a leading
company in providing telecommuni-
cations equipment and network so-
lutions, ranking first in the world
for two consecutive years. China al-
s0 made great breakthroughs in
trademark applications, with 1.648
million applications for trademark
registration accepted in 2012, main-
taining the first in the world. In
2012, a total of more than 688,000
work copyrights and 139,000 soft-
ware copyrights were registered,
which both creat record. Ministry of
Agriculture accepted more than
1,000 applications for plant variety
throughout 2012 and State Forestry
Administration accepted 148 appli-
cations for forestry variety rights.

Utilization of IPR advanced obvi-
ously

Patent licensing contracts for
the record amounted to 88,505 in
total between 2008 and 2012, and
this number was estimated to reach

100,000 in 2013. In the past five
years, the proportion of patent uti-
lization by the enterprises increased
year by year, IPR pledge financing
developed rapidly, with the number
of the regigtration of patent pledge
contracts increased for five consecu-

tive years and 40 billion yuan of
pledge loan has been credited by
the banks, an annua increase of
70%. In 2012, 21.46 billion yuan
and 2.751 billion yuan of pledge
loan of trademark and copyright
have been credited respectively.
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New breakthroughs have been made
in key technologies and some tech-
nical standards have been made by
Chinese innovators. The increasing
IPRs have extended social economic
benefits. Enterprises as main inno-
vators continuoudly contribute more

Tian Lipu heads a delegation to JMLS
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Tian Lipu (L) is exchanging cooperation agreement with John Corkery.
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n May 30, SIPO Com-
O missioner Tian Lipu led a

delegation to John Mar-
shall Law School (IMLS), located
in Chicago, the U.S. Tian was
warmly welcomed by the Dean
John Corkery, President of JMLS
Board of Trustees Leonard Amari,
the Senior Consultant of JMLS’s
Asian Alliances Program Dorothy
Li.

During the visit, Tian Lipu
conducted a friendly talk with the
leaders of JMLS. Tian thanked
JMLS’s long term contribution to
SIPO’s talent training, and hoped
that both sides expand cooperation
on the basis of exist success.

Corkery agreed with Tian,
and aso appreciated the support
and trust from SIPO over the
years.

The two sides also renewed
the agreement on jointly running
post-degree program. The agree-
ment adjusted some terms includ-
ing recruit, schedule and the life-
time of the agreement, which lays
a solid foundatioin for further de-
veloping close relationship be-
tween the two sides.

Moreover, Tian visited the
new teaching building of JMLS.
Tian appreciated the achievements
made by the school in recent
yeras, and wished them a good
mark in the future. (by Zhao Yan)
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< China's IP

in foreign eyes

he combination of a strong,
T risng China and economic

stagnation in  Europe and
America is making the west in-
creasingly  uncomfortable.  China
seems to be steadily taking over the
world commercially. Since 2008, the
west’s economic downturn has a-
lowed them to gain broad access to
western markets to hunt for technol-
ogy, know-how and deas that
weren’t  previoudy available to
them. (China’s Economic Empire, by
The New York Times)
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Comment:

As the fast growth of the e
conomy, Chinese companies are
hugely investing around the world
and some western assets like
brands, trademarks and patents,
which weren’t sold in the past, are
now avalable By acquiring IPR
and advanced management from o-
verseas, China further promotes
world devel opment.
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enovo CEO Yang Yuanging
said his China-based compa-
ny is aming to bring its
smartphones to the US market within
a year. Although the Lenovo brand is
well-known in Ching, it has relatively
little recognition in the U.S Yang,
however, remains confident that his
company will adjust its strategy ac-
cordingly. “We know the importance
of marketing, and we will strengthen
that,” he said. (Lenovo wants to sell
phones in the US within a year, by
The Verge)
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Comment:

Since last year, Lenovo has ex-
panded its smartphone business out-
sde China, starting from India,
Russia, etc. However, to target new
markets in the US and Europe,
Lenovo ill has a long way to go.
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(by Correspondent Wang
Weiwei from Canada)
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to the social and economic develop-
ment, more and more Chinese com-
panies such as ZTE and Huawei
have explored overseas market with
IPRs.

Capability to protect IPR greatly
enhanded

In the past five years, the Chi-
nese government has strengthened
IPR protection and the IPR environ-
ment has been continuously im-
proved. In 2012, local courts
around China accepted 87,419 new
IPR civil cases of first instance,
triple than those in 2007. The
procuratorial organs nationwide ac-
cepted the request for approval of
arresting suspects involving 5,256
IPR crimina cases, doubled than
those in 2007. In 2012, national
public  security organs cracked
44,000 cases of IPR infringement
and counterfeiting with a total value
of 11.31 billion yuan. The national
customs departments seized 15,000
batches of infringing goods and a
tota of 91 million products, and
the General Administration of Cus-
toms accepted 4,379 applications for
IPR customs protection recordation.
The national industry and commerce
system investigated 120,400 in-
fringement and counterfeiting cases
and confiscated 851 million yuan.
The national IPR system accepted
2,510 patent disputes cases, investi-
gated and punished 6,512 patent
counterfeiting cases. A total of 282
online piracy cases were investigat-
ed and 129 websites were shut
down by the copyright authority na-
tionwide. It’s worth noting that
since the State Council launched
the specid campaign on cracking
down IPR infringement and counter-
feit and shoddy goods, a favorable
market environment has been contin-
uousy improved. The treaty to pro-
tect the intellectual property rights of
film and television performers world-
wide was finalized in Beijing last
year with 185 member states of the
World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion, including China and the U.S,
signing the document. The new
treaty for the first time brought au-
diovisual performers into the fold of
the international copyright frame-
work in a comprehensive way.

Social IPR awareness remarkably
enhanced

In the past five vyears,
IPR-related departments created a
new atmosphere for IPR protection
by means of social publicity, special
training, media report, and thematic
lectures. Meanwhile, China launched
the IPR Publicity Week nationwide,
social awareness has been obvioudy
enhanced. According to a social
survey, the leve of IPR
acknowledgement, including patent,
copyright, and trademark, has been
over than 90% among the public,
and a majority of the respondents
oppose the piracy and support
genuine. The survey shows that the
piracy rate has dropped to 11.8% in
2012 from 15% in 2008.

(by Wu Hui)
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