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SIPO issues a report on invention patent application and
grants in 2013 H1
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ccording to the latest dtatis-
A tics released by SIPO, Chi-
na received a total of
256,000 invention applications from
home and granted 73,000 invention
applications, up 27.6% and 4.3%
respectively. The steady fast growth
in invention filings reflects that the
dtructure of patent application is
now being further optimized.
In the first half of 2013, the
top five provinces in invention
patents filings are Jiangsu (49,756),

regions owned are directly propor-
tional to regional economic develop-
ment; in the second tier, Sichuan,
Hubei and Shannxi the provinces in
the Midwest of China maintains a
rapid development in patent applica
tion and grants. For instance, Shan-
nxi province makes efficient use of
science and technology research re-
source to help quantity and quality
of the patent be increased.

Most of the cities in China al-
s0 remained in postions in the

nicipalities now are attaching more
importance to patent quality. The
steady fast growth in invention fil-
ings from home reflects that China
are now eyeing on enhancing patent
quality, according to analysts.
(by Xiang Li)
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Haagen—Dazs triggers the trademark slugfest
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aagen-Dazs as an American
ice cream brand, is success-
fully developed by one of

H

the world's largest food Generd
Mills company (Generad Mills).
However, after discovering counter-
feit clothes marked  with
Haager-Dasz " trademark for sale,
General Mills brought the case to
the court on the ground of trade-
mark infringement.

The natural person Yin Xing
applied for “Haager-Dasz” as a reg-
istered trademark in June 2003, cer-
tified to be used on Class 25, the
good of clothes and shoes. In the
period announced, General Mills
challenged the trademark to the
Trademark Office (TMO) under SA-
IC. However, the TMO denied
General Mills’s claim and registered
the disputed trademark. Then Gen-
era Mills lodged a reexamination
of trademark opposition to the
Trademark Review and Adjudication
Board (TRAB) but failed. The dis-
gruntled Genera Mills brought the
case to the court

General Mills held that the two
cited trademarks of “F&HRiERL" and
“Haagen-Dazs "were certified to be
used on Class 30 in April 1997

and November 1986 respectively.

Generd Mills maintained that
the two cited trademark had be-
come well-known mark among the
public with high reputation. “Haa-
gen-Dazs’was a term coined created
by General Mills. The questioned
trademark constituted malicious copy
and plagiarism due to nearly the
same character design of the trade-
mark “Haager-Dasz”. Yin also took
advantage of the Haagen-Dazs’s
reputation to harvest inequitable in-
terests.

In the trial, the court took the
view that the cited trademarks had
been a well-known brands in food
as well as well-known trademarks
and the questioned trademark might
take advantage of the Haagen-Dazs’s
reputation on purpose to gain vis-

bility. The logo function of Haa-
gen-Dazs may significantly decrease.
The questioned trademark was re-
voked.

The disgruntled TRAB then ap-
pealed to the Beijing Higher Peo-
ple’s Court, which would later
make the decision above. We will
continue to follow it.

(by Bai Ou)
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@ China's IP

in foreign eyes

l‘l.
he United States and China
T have joined forces in a com-

bined operation to crack
down on counterfeit goods, seizing
more than 243,000 fake electronics
products, including popular consumer
items made by Apple, Samsung, Dr.

Dre and Blackberry. The two coun-
tries agreed in recent high-level
talks that they would work together
to try to stem the large quantities of
fake goods flowing between China
and the United States. (U.S., China
team up to seize counterfeit goods in
joint operation, by Reuters)
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Comment:

China has been responsible to
protect Intellectual Property from

both domestic and overseas and pre-
vent Intellectual Property infringe-
ment. Intellectual Property infringe-
ment is a global issue and cross-bor-
der efforts are needed to fight it
Here both China the US need to
work together to effectively curb the
movement of counterfeit products.
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he UK is investing less in
T research and development in-
to technologica  innovation
than the United States and China, a
recent survey by Accenture has

_
found. Of the 275 UK executives
interviewed for the survey, 56%
shared the view that the UK is be-
hind on spending in technology,
which is dowing down the rate of
innovation. More than two thirds of
paticipants believed that China
would either pull ahead or match
Europe’s innovation levels by 2023.

(UK investing less in technological
innovation than the US and China,
by Business Technology)
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Comment:

China is hugely investing in
technology and conducting more
and more innovation. However, the
magjority of participants in the sur-
vey took the view that breakthrough
technologies that have the potential
to change the way businesses oper-

ate are not being produced. Becom-
ing an innovation leading, China
needs to keep going forward.
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(by Correspondent Wang
Weiwei from Canada)
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