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< China's IP

- In foreign eyes

hina is pressing forward
C on its human space explo-

ration plans, intent on es
tablishing an international space
dation and, experts say, harness-
ing the technologica muscle to
launch its astronauts to the moon.
“Around 2020, China is going to
build its own space station and to
carry out space science research
of larger scae,” said Yidong Gu,
an Academician of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and leader
of the science planning group for
China’s space dation. “That will
undoubtedly give the Chinese an
edge on the international space
stage,” an expert from India said.
(China started late, but could
zoom ahead to lead space race,
by NBC News)

oogle Inc.’s vice president
G in charge of Android will
join Xiaomi Corp., a lit-
tle-known Chinese smartphone start-
up, in a sign of the growing influ-
ence of China’s device makers.
Hugo Barra will help with a new
push by Xiaomi to develop its in-
ternational business and be respon-
sble for its strategic cooperation
with Google, Xiaomi said. In a
news release accompanying Mr.
Barra’s hiring, a Xiaomi
spokeswoman wrote:  “After Hugo
joins the team, it’s possible we
will take another step in expanding
the territory of our international
business.” (Google’s Android Chief
Joins Chinese Startup, by The Wall
Street Journal)
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According to the report Shang-
hai Education Committee released,
in 2012, Shangha universities filed
a total of 8,670 patent applications,
up 9.7% , and obtained 6,228
patents, up 33.5%. As of the end
of 2012, Shanghai universities have
owned 16,716 patents, up 19.3%
than that of last year.
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Comment:

As John Hickman writes for
the journa Foreign Policy recently,
a professor of political science at
Berry College in Georgia, “there
are unmistakable warning signs
that China may surpass the United
States and Russia to become the
world’s  pre-eminent  spacefaring
power”. It is aso a signa of
hope to the Chinese people that
China is regaining some of its
past glory.
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Comment:

Xiaomi has grown quickly in
domestic market by offering de-
vices with top hardware specs for
low prices. Used to be unknown
outsde of China, the hiring of
Mr. Barra shows Xiaomi has am-
bitions to grow beyond China. It
aso shows Chinese companies ’
growing value in the domestic
market—the  world’s largest
smartphone market.
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(by Correspondent Wang
Weiwe from Canada)
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the State Intellectua Property Of-
fice released, in the first half of
this year, Xi’an filed 9,036 patent
applications, up 19% than that of
last year. Among the patent appli-
cations, there were 4,455 inven-
tions, 3,960 utility models and
621 desgns. Meanwhile, 9,869
patents were granted, 1,842 of
which were inventions, up 6% than
that of last year. As of the end of
June, Xi’an had housed cumula
tively 11,123 vaid invention
patents, up 35% than that of last
year.
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Taobao join hands with IACC fighting against counterfeits
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aobao, China’s largest con-

sumer C2C shopping plat-

form, signed a memorandum
of understanding with the Interna
tional Anti-Counterfeiting Coalition
(IACC) recently to curb the coun-
terfeit goods sold online. It should
be noted that the memorandum is
an important result of a dozen of
consultations between IACC and
Taobao over one year.

Taobao has sarted the dia
logue with IACC since 2012, seek-
ing to reduce the counterfeit goods
sold online. The sign of memoran-
dum is a new breakthrough follow-
ing the successful cross-industry co-
operation with finance payment.
The collaboration between Taobao
and IACC includes utilizing avail-
able technologies to improve the
efficiency of identifying and report-
ing fake goods sold online as well
as assisting law enforcement agen-
cies in stepping up following inves
tigation to attack offline IPR in-
fringement.

“The efforts in promoting co-
operation have created a triple-win
for our members, Taobao and on-
line buyers” charman of IACC
said. John Spelich, vice president
of Alibaba Group a&so expressed
that they hoped Taobao could be-
come an emblem for trust and val-
ue among the customers.

IACC, constituted by a cross
section of business and industry

with well-known international
brands, engages in substantive dia-
logue with governments in the U-
nited States and abroad, providing
law enforcement officials with in-
formation and training to identify

.

counterfeit and pirated products as
well as product security to prevent
IPR infringement and improve I[P
enforcement standards. Taobao was
established in 2003. As of June
2012, Taobao has housed over 800

million items information and 500
million registered users, ranking
one of the top 20 high-traffic
web-gites in the world.

(by Dou Xinying)
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Shanghai~Court rejects Philips
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hilips’ lawsuit against the

Shanghar Lock & Lock

Trade Co., Ltd (Lock &
Lock) and Cixi Hongbang Electric
Co., Ltd (Hongbang) on the ground
of invention patent infringement
was rejected by the court recently.
“Thanks to Philips to make our
company much stronger!” said Hou
Shaoyong, one of the company’s
principal, to CIP News journalist
recently.

In 2012, Philips filed a lawsuit
against Lock & Lock and Hong-
bang on the ground that some elec-
tric ovens marked with Lock &
Lock infringed its Airfryer’s inven-
tion patent in Shanghai No. 1 In-
termediate People’s Court. The
court denied Philips’ clam at
first-instance recently.

Airfryer
slugfest

triggers the  patent

On June 18, 2007, Holland
Kavaring Cooking Systems Co., Ltd
invented “a new apparatus for
preparing food and air guide mem-
ber”, and filed an invention appli-
cation, which was granted by SIPO
on January 25, 2012. Philips ob-
tained an exclusive license right of
the patent on February 27, 2012,
with its Airfryer enjoyed high repu-
tation in the market.

Philips then found the defen-
dants sold the electric ovens with
Lock & Lock’s marks in store and

online shop manufactured by Hong-
bang. Philips sued the two compa
nies to the court and requested to
cease manufacturing,  distributing
such ovens as the products in-
fringed its patent right and claimed
for over three million yuan in com-
pensation for its loss.

The defendant Lock & Lock
took the view that the questioned
products were used by their own
patent technology which did not in-
fringe Philips’ patent right.

“We drew lessons from Euro-
pean patents of its kind, improved
technique and filed the utility mod-
el patent application on October
2011, which was granted in July
2012,” Hou said.

Meanwhile, Hongbang brought
actions to SIPO’s Patent Reexami-
nation Board (PRB) to invaidate
Philips’ patent. PRB affirmed the
validity of the patent on July 4,
2013.

Comparing to the characteristics

“There is no technical charac-
teristic of upper part of preparing
food section and upper ar exits.
Moreover, the air fan, air guide
and bottom of the electric ovens
are different from those of Philips,
which do not constitute patent in-
fringement,” Hou pointed out.

The court maintained that the
focus of disputes was whether the
products should be brought into the

legal protection scope or not.
Hongbang’s products only had half
bottom interior which lacked the
crucial  technical characterigtics.
When the fans worked, the device
could not realize the functions that
the patent depicts. So the court de-
cided Hongbang’s products did not
bring into the legal protection
scope.

The court then denied Philips’
request. (by Hu Man)
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