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< China's IP

- In foreign eyes

is the world’s dominant manu-

facturer of solar panels be-
cause of its low labor costs and
strong government support. But a
new study by researchers at MIT
and the U.S. Depatment of Ener-
gy’s Nationd Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL) shows that oth-
er factors are actualy more signifi-
cant, such as economies of scae
and well-developed supply chains
— not cheap labor.(Solar-cell man-
ufacturing costs: innovation could
level the field, by MITnews)
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I t’s widely believed that China

comment:

Cheaper labor is no longer the
main contributors to the lower
prices in China. In fact, the world
won't be surprised by the fact as
China started focusing on technolo-
gy and IP. China is becoming more
and more innovative.
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hinese flat screen makers,
C once dismissed as  sec-

ond-class players in the
globad LCD market, are drawing
envious looks from big names such
as LG Display Co Ltd and Sam-
sung.While the Korean giants were
busy developing next-generation or-
ganic light emitting diode (OLED)
TVs, little-known Chinese compa-
nies have dtarted selling a type of
display that are sharper than the
standard LCD and cheaper than
OLED. (LG, Samsung Display feel
heat from little-known Chinese LCD
makers, by Reuters)
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When Chinese consumers want
brighter and sharper images but
cant afford Korean displays, here
comes Chinese UHD (ultra
high-definition display). Innovative
Chinese UHD makers are enjoying
the fattest margins in the industry.
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(by Correspondent Wang Weiwei
from Canada)
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China patent collection added to WIPO PATENTSCOPE
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IPO has added China’s
W national patent collection

to the searchable
PATENTSCOPE database, pushing
the service past the 32 million
record mark and increasing it to 34
national and regional patent collec-
tions, giving users an unrivalled ge-
ographical diversity of fully-search-
able data.

With the addition of about 3
million documents from China,
WIPO’s PATENTSCOPE now in-
cludes some 325 million records
that users can search for information
about new technologies, which are
often disclosed for the first time as
international patent applications.

PATENTSCOPE users now
have access to English-language
bibliographic data of Chinese
patents and patent applications from
1985 through 1995 and from 1996
onwards the submissions include
bibliographic data in English and
Chinese.

According to the dstatistics re-

leased by WIPO, for the patent ap-
plication received by domestic
patent institution, China has passed
the U.S. and become the world’s
largest applicant.

“The addition of the patent
collection from the People’s Repub-
lic of China is another big step
forward for PATENTSCOPE, which
is a unique world-wide service for
players in the global race to con-
ceive, produce and market new
products,” said WIPO Director Gen-
eral Francis Gurry. (by Xinhua)
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What is behind China’s smart phone rapid
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ccording to the latest statis-
A tic, China sold out 130
million home-made smart
phones in the first haf of 2013, up
115% over the same period of
2012, accounting for 60% of the
total smart phone market. ZTE,
Huawei, Coolpad and Lenovo takes
up four of the top five of sales.
With the rapid development of
mobile internet today, China’s mo-
bile industry has  successfully
grasped the opportunity during the
transformation from traditional mo-
bile to smart phone, and more and
more market share has been seizing
by domestic mobile producers. So,
what exactly makes the rising of
home-made smart phone in recent
years?

Innovation sparks the market

In 2007, Apple former leader
Jobs released the first-geneartion i-
Phone, which marked the beginning
of the development from traditional
mobile to smart phone, soon later
Android based smart phone reached
the market. Smart phone has be-
come one of the most innovative
industries in the world. During the
2G times, however, the domestic
mobile phone had not yet improved
its technology capability, and then
it became a synonym for cheap cell
phones. Some domestic cell phone
producers finally realized that only
innovation could make their prod-
ucts accepted.

Taking Lenovo for example,
the latest statistics show that it has
become top sellers in the first half
of 2013 in China. What behind the
great success is Lenovo’s unremit-
ting efforts and firm pursuit of in-
novaiton. In 2012, Lenovo spend
450 million U.S. dollors on R&D,
and established 46 world first class
laboratories and had 4,400 R&D
engineers. Such numbers exactly a-
lows us to see Lenovo has put e
nough efforts into R&D and tech-
nology upgrading. At same time, a
series of smart phones including
Phone K900, Phone S820, Phone
P780 are well accepted by con-
sumers.

Finally, effort not too long, the

shipment of Lenovo smart phone
broke 30 million in 2012, and the
sales volume of that phone in the
first quarter of 2013 broke 10 mil-
lion for the first time and reached
11.3 million in the second quarter.
It would be the first time Lenovo
appeared in the global top three
list. Besides, Lenovo also appeared
in Russia, India, Indonesia, Vietnam
and Philippines market.

In the global smart phone
shipment ranking of the Q2, Cool-
pad with shipments of 10.8 million
ranked the fourth position, and is a
brand under Yulong Computer
Telecommunication Scientific (Shen-
zhen) Company. The company em-
phasized on smart terminas tech-
nology and housed 3,000+ patents.
It formulated the innovation ideas
of personnal cloud computing, and
issued a series of cel phones and
softwares.  Yulong Company won
the market acceptance by constantly
innovation.

Patent enhance competitiveness

“To become stronger, they must
obey the game rules focus on IPRs
and spend time and money on
R&D, or Chinas cell phone manu-
factures can only play the role of
migrant workers,”said Wang Y anhui,
Secretary General of Mobile Phone
China League. As a high-tech prod-
uct, smart phone is closely bound to
patent from hardware, system to de-
sign. With the competition in the
smart phone market becoming in-
creasingly fierce in recent years, the
patent war is now sweeping the
world. Patent has become a weapon
for some big companies to suppress
their competition rivals  Taking
Lenovo for example, it now houses
7,800+ patents, 6,000 of which are
inventions.

Among the domestic top five
smart phone sellers, Huawel and
ZTE are not only the famous tele-
com equipment producer in domes-
tic and aboard, but also serving as
a pioneer of IPR. They developed
earlier to become China’s national
IPR mode company, and ranked
the lead position in patent creation,
application, protection and manag-

ment. In the list of domestic com-
pany invention patent grants in
2013 H1, Huawei ranked the top
with 898, followed by ZTE with
846. According to the satistics re-
leased by WIPO, ZTE ranked the
top in the list of PCT application
in 2012, and Huawei ranked the
second.

There is no doubt that patent
has become a core competitiveness
for smart phone producers. Thanks
to their patent capability, Huawei
and ZTE are rapidly climbing up in
the market competition. Recently,
the first group of 4G mobile net-
work license was issued by China’s
Ministry of Industry and Informa-
tion Technology, 4 of companies
including ZTE and Huawei obtained
the license. At present, both the
two company have 4G layout. Ac-
cording to datistics, they obtain
about 1/4 of globa 4G patents,
which change the situation that
China’s companies were once re-
dricted by others’ in 2G and 3G
patent. (by Yu Langtian)
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