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China’s Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology re-
cently released a paper encourag-
ing promoting IPR development a-
mong industrial  firms, medium
and small business. SIPO actively
coordinate and jointly promote im-
plementation of related policies
with other ministries. Up to now,
more than 1,800 enterprises have
been involved standards effectuat-
ing.
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Days ago, Changsha County in
Hunan province was selected with
other 21 counties as the IPR mod-
e county. From March 2009 until
now, 6,666 patents with an annual
growth rate of 46.47% have been
filed in Changsha. Patent applica-
tions and invention applications
both remain the top in the
province.
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Latest statistics from SIPO re-
veals that, 5398 inventions have
been filed in Guangxi province in
the past eight months this year, up
88.02%. 877 inventions have been
granted, up 49.66% , the fastest
growth in China
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According to a conference for
distance IPR education held in
Hubei province, 100,000 people
have registered as the students,
and 77.36% of them have passed
the examination.
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As of the end of 2012, each
10,000 citizens in Suzhou
High-Tech Zone hold 16.44
patents. 10,829 patents have been
filed and 5,767 were granted. In-
vention application and granting
witnessed an increased of 48.79%
and 39.41% respectively.
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Patent examination cooperation Sichuan center founded
o SRR =R S0 SR B s 2 B Y

P AT BRI I P oG 9% 7 AR

ERFIAFNE MIEAREE KEHARBA

ER IR R SRR R H BN 0
= 494

f'if |

*

| '.;

Sichuan Governor Wei Hong (L) exchanges agreement with SIPO Comissioner Tian Lipu.
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hina’s 6th patent examina-
C tion cooperation center, fol-

lowing by Beijing center,
Guangdong center, Jiangsu center
etc., the Sichuan center was recent-
ly st up in Chengdu, capita of
Sichuan province. On October 9,
SIPO, Sichuan government and
Chengdu government jointly signed
an agreement in building this
patent examination cooperation cen-
ter. According to the Framework
Agreement on building the Patent
Examination Cooperation  Sichuan
Center of the Patent Office, SIPO
and Sichuan province will join
hands in promoting the project
construction.

At the same day, representatives
from SIPO, Sichuan province and
Chengdu, jointly signed another a
greement on job assignment in the
project.

The Sichuan center is the first
one of its kind in Western China
By the end of 2018, the Sichuan
center will have 2,000 employees

and 110,000 invention applications
will be examined each year.
(by Zhou Yuli)
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() exeress Susino triumphs in a trademark

0 Susino Umbrella Inc., they
I might never forget the day

when Spanish judges ruled
in favor of them in a trademark
dispute started 3 years ago. Susino
was once registered as a trademark
by a Spanish named Ricardo Arroy-
0 Martinez for his own three years
ago. The court finally supported
Susino Umbrella’s appeals and
Martinez’s registration was voided.
Without doubt, Susino’s Victo-
ry gives a hand to this China’s
leading manufacturer and exporter
of umbrella to further explore EU
market.

Trademark was
others

registered by

Huang Xiaoyuan, a legad man-
ager for Susno Umbrella’s lawsuit,
has participated in this lawsuit
since they decided to sue. Accord-
ing to Huang, the Susino Umbrella
was founded in September 1995.
Since then, Susino Umbrella has
engaged in the design, manufactur-
ing and distribution of various types
of umbrellas. Up to now, Susino
Umbrella has produced more than
10 million umbrellas each year,
which were exported to more than
100 countries and regions.

In 2003, Susno Umbrella
broke into the EU market. In the
following three vyears, the Susino
Umbrella and their products have
gained recognition and popularity a-
mong customers in EU market. Un-

expectedly their business has con-
quered a trademark squatting.

Martinez filed Susno as a
trademark on class 18 for products
of leather goods and umbrella, class
22 for fibre textile materials, class
25 for clothes, shoes and hats.

According to Huang, Martinez
owns an umbrella factory in Spain
and sdls his umbrellas mainly to
customers in EU. To Martinez,
Susino Umbrella’s arising is a real
blow, and he decided to set a bar-
rier to Susino Umbrella from enter-
ing EU market.

Since then, Susino Umbrella
initiated the suit againgt Martinez.

A costly victory

In January 2010, Susno Um-
brella hired a France law firm to
chalenge the trademark Susino filed
by Martinez on products of umbrel-
la and sunshade. In  November
2011, Susno Umbrella hired a
British based law firm to challenge
the dispute trademark on the Class-
es mentioned above.

Huang says that Martinez is
familiar with the EU law system
and has tried his best to keep this
trademark for him own. On one
hand, he challenged the evidences
presented by Susino Umbrella, and
on the other hand, he tried to solve
this case in a peaceful way on the
condition of being Susino’s sole a
gency in EU market. “We won’t
easly give up and comprise, we

have to stand up to fight for this
dispute.” says Huang.

In December 2011, The Office
for Harmonization in the Interna
Market (OHIM) revoked Martinez’s
registration. Martinez then sought
reexamination and tried to challenge
OHIM’s decision, but denied by
the Reexamination Board. In con-
sideration of Martinez’s no attempt
to apped, the trademark was finaly
given back to Susino Umbrella

In Huang’s eyes, it is a costly
victory. Susino Umbrella has spent
more than 1 million yuan to the
lawyers, let alone the other expen-
ditures and the potential economic
loss due to the lawsuit.

The Martinez’s case is not the
first one Susno Umbrella has con-
quered. In December 2007, Susino
Umbrella’s American business part-
ner registered Susno as a trade
mark for their own in the U.S
That case lasted for four years and
ended up with a settlement that the
trademark was returned to Susino
Umbrella and will never interfere or
defames Susino Umbrella’s business
in the U.S.

“These two cases have taught
us profound lessons. Chinese com-
panies must file trademarks before
they decide to develop oversea
markets. In the last two vyears,
Susino Umbrella has spent more
than 1 million yuan on trademark
registration in more than 120 coun-
tries, including Spain, the U.S, Rus-
sia and Albania.” says Huang.

Huang Hui, a researcher from
Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences and an IPR expert, pays
close attention to the development
of the case. He told CIP news that
most countries in the world adopt
the firgt-to-file system in protecting
trademarks. “In that case, it will
cost a lot for the origina right
holders to win back the trademarks.
As a result, the companies aiming
to explore the international markets
should file the trademarks first and
the parties involved should define
trademark ownership when conclud-
ing the contracts.” Huang Hui says.

(by Mao Liguo)
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