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@ China's IP

- In foreign eyes

ith growing cash and in-
W vestment, China's high-tech
companies have made
their mark on urban skylines. This
phenomenon is especially obvious
in big cities, where new tech dis
tricts are sprouting up around uni-
versities, pushing up rents as de-
velopers and tech companies spend
on stylish new homes. Vacancies
in Zhongguancun are below 2%
for office space. (Booming Tech
Sector Redraws the Map, by The
Wall Street Journal)
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Comments:

Many of Chinas technology
giants got their starts in cheap,
humble office space. But now ris-
ing rents and low vacancies have
spawned new tech hubs elsewhere.
We may expect a new city map
as the country’s hi-tech side keep
growing.
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etired Canadian astronaut
R Chris Hadfield is calling

for more co-operation with
China in space. "I think right now
a lot of people see it as kind of
crazy to co-operate with the Chi-
nese, but | think it's the next logi-
ca doep,” Hadfied recently told
The Canadian Press. (Chris Had-
field urges space co-operation with
China, by CBCNews)
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Comments:

Even before China sent its
first astronaut into space in 2003,
experts noticed that Chinas ambi-
tious space program aims to even-
tually put an astronaut on the
moon. The logical progression
would be to include as many
countries as possible in an interna-
tiond misson beyond Earth, be-
cause admitting China will be a
great opportunity to the world
space program.
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Chinese trademark application maintains high—speed growth
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W IR g s T B R 2 DR R DR IS

ccording to the latest statis
A tics from China State Ad-
ministration  for  Industry
and Commerce, Chinas trademark
applications hit 1.882 million, with
an increase of 14.15% over the
previous year. In the past few
years, Chinas trademark application
has maintained sable high-speed
growth. At the end of 2013, the
accumulative trademark applications
reached 13.241337 million; cumula-
tive trademark registrations reached
8.652358 million, including
7.237894 million valid ones.
According to the data, since
2010, China's trademark applications
exceeded one million for four years
consecutively, 1.072 million in 2010,
1.417 million in 2011, 1.648 million
in 2012, a record of 1.882 million
in 2013; in March of 2012, the ac-
cumulative trademark applications
exceeded the threshold of 10 mil-
lion, reaching 10.000346 million. At
the end of 2013, the number ex-
ceeded 13 million, up to 13.241337
million.
Since  "Nationa  Intellectual
Property Strategy” was promulgated
in June 2008, Chinas Trademark

Strategy has been continuousdly pro-
moted; trademark registration, appli-
cation, protection and management
performance has been continuously
enhanced; market subjects’ ability
of utilizing trademarks has signifi-
cantly improved; trademarks play an
increasingly important role in eco-
nomic  development. Meanwhile,
China trademark public service has
been upgraded; trademark registra-
tion management has becoming
more creative; trademark informa-

tion technology has been strengthen;
trademark examination quality has
been enhanced and more efficient.
In 2013, Trademark Office under
Chinas State Administration for In-
dustry and commerce examined
1.425 million trademarks, with an
increase of 16.09% over the previ-
ous year.
(by Zhang Haizhi)
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hile the trademark dispute
W between American basket-

ball player Michad Jor-
dan and Chinese company Jordan
Sports Co., Ltd. over the trademark
"Jordan" is still on, another “Jor-
dan” trademark dispute between
two Chinese companies (Wuxi Hao-
giu  Sports Goods and Jinjiang
Maike Xiesu) is on fire. Because of
registered trademark application for
“Jordan” on sports ball, Haogiu en-
countered objection from Maike.
Recently, the Superior People's
Court of Beijing made the fina
judgement, upholding the first trial
decison to revoke the decison of
approving the registration made by
Trademark Review and Adjudication
Board (TRAB).

It is understood that the op-
posed No. 3208768 "Jordan" trade-
mark was applied to be registered
by Haogiu in 2002. It was appoint-
ed to be used in Class 28 such as
sports balls, tennis rackets and oth-
er goods. Within the statutory peri-
od, Maike claimed that the opposed

trademark was similar to its prior
registered trademark "QIAODAN
and the logo" and made the objec-
tion. Subseguently, the opposed ap-
plication was ruled not approved
for registration.
It is understood that the cited
No. 1629121 "QIAODAN and the
logo" trademark was applied to be
registered by Make in September,
2000. It was appointed to be used
in Class 28 such as sports bals,
tennis rackets and other goods. In
September, 2011, it was transferd
to Jordan Sports Co., Ltd. Haoqiu
then applied to TRAB for retrial.
After the retrial, the opposed trade-
mark was approved to be regis
tered. Make refused to accept the
decision and then proposed the ad-
ministrative proceedings to Beijing
First Intermediate People's Court.
Beijing First Intermediate People's
Court held that the cited trademark
and the opposed trademark had the
similar pronunciation, even though
their Pinyin may not refer to the
same Chinese characters. Besides,

considering the notability of the
well-known  American  basketball
player Michael Jordan, the two
trademarks may both be associated
to the American athlete. On this
basis, the Pinyin of the opposed
trademark and the cited trademark
to some extent have the same or
similar directivity, forming the simi-
lar trademarks used in the same or
similar  goods. Accordingly, the
court judged to revoke the decision
of approving the opposed trademark
made by TRAB.

Haoqiu refused to accept the
first trial decison and then ap-
peded to the Beijing Superior Peo-
ple's Court, which eventually upheld
the first trial decision.

(by Mao Liguo)
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Jiangsu

Recently, the IP pilot and
demongtration cities was evaluated
according to a circular released
by Jiangsu province. The IP
achievements, innovative measures,
IP policy formulation and finance
input of the cities were evaluat-
ed.
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Shaanxi

Recently, the Shaanxi Intellec-

Shaanxi
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Xiamen
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tual Property Office as well as
Shaanxi  Sub-Council for the Pro-
motion of International Trade joint-
ly issued a notice on establishing
IP  service mechanism for for-
eign-related enterprises, and decided
to jointly establish IP service
mechanism for foreign-related enter-
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prises.
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Jinan

Recently, Jinan City of Shan-
dong Province held an IP demonstra-
tion meeting. Liaisons from 23 mem-
ber units of the city attended the
meeting, and principals from courts
administrations for commerce and in-
dustry, copyright administrations, etc.
made speeches in the meeting.
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Xiamen

Sources from Xiamen IP Office
said that in 2013, Xiamen filed
11,162 patent applications and 248

PCT applications, ranking the fourth
among the 15 vice-provincia cities
in the country.
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