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@ China's IP

in foreign eyes

nnovation is a key driver of
I China’s economy. It has been

for years, and the government
is putting money behind it. Chi-
nese companies are increasing re-
search and development spending
by up to 20% a year. Meanwhile,
R&D spending in the United
States is growing at about 1% to
4%. The investment is paying off
for China The country is now
home to some of the world’s
most innovative companies. (Joe
Biden is wrong, China does inno-
vate, by CNN)
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Comment:

China is not going to replace
the US as the world’s top innova
tor anytime soon, there are dfill
many issues for the country to
work on. But Biden is obviousy
holding an outdated idea of China
and underestimating the rise of in-
novation in China. American firms
should be on noticee China is
dreaming up new ideas everyday.
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ired of dragging your suit-
T case through busy airports?
Here comes a solution: ride
on it and honk your way through.
He Liangcai, a Chinese private en-
trepreneur, recently obtained a
patent for a product that turns a
regular suitcase into a rechargeable
scooter. According to reports, Mr.
He spent over 10 years to break
through the technology issues, such
as how to develop the right kind
of wheels. (Chinese Inventor Builds
a Scooter That Doubles As a Suit-
case, by Wall Street Journal)
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Comment:

Turning a suitcase into an
electric scooter up with a suitcase
was no easy task. He Liangca’s
idea originally came from a losted
luggage at the airport. The small
invention shows that innovation
spirit is ripples around the country.
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(by Correspondent WangWeiwei
fromCanadg)
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China suspends anti—monopoly investigation against IDC
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ecently, China’s National
R Development and Reform

Commisson (NDRC) an-
nounced an suspension of the an-
ti-monopoly investigation against In-
terDigital  Group of Campanies
(IDC). It is generaly believed in
the industry that the case has rela-
tionship with the royalty dispute be-
tween IDC and Huawei Technolo-
gies Co.,Ltd. (Huawei).

IDC and Huawei have been
negotiating about royalties of 2G
and 3G patents since Sep. 2008,
but still not reach to an agreement
so far. In July 2011, to force
Huawei to accept its offer, IDC
filed a patent infringement lawsuit
to Delaware District Court, claiming
that Huawei and some other com-
panies infringed its 7 patents in 3G
wireless devices manufacturing. IDC
ask the Internationa Trade Com-
mission (ITC) to launch a “337 in-
vedtigation” to United States a-
gaingt those defendants on the same
day, requesting IDC to release an
Excluson Order and Cease and De-
Sist Order.

At the end of 2011, Huawei
filed a lawsuit against IDC to
Shenzhen Intermediate  People’s
court, claiming reparation of 20
million Yuan. Huawei requested an
order from the court based on
FRAND rules, to stop IDC’s price
monopoly, including excessive pric-
ing, discriminatory pricing, imple-
menting tie-in sales, imposing un-
reasonable trading and refusa to
deal.

The court held that, IDC did
have excessive pricing and discrimi-

natory pricing in the negotiation
about exploiting criterion related
patents with Huawei; IDC’s using
its patents market ascendancy to
bundle unessentia patents, appeared
to be abuse market ascendancy.
Based on these facts, the court held
that IDC should stop its monopoly
infringement and pay a loss of 20
million Yuan to Huawei. The case
was dfirmed by Guangdong Higher

People’s Court.
In 2013, NDRC began an an-
ti-monopoly  investigation  against

IDC. The investigation showed that
IDC was suspected to abuse its as
cendancy in wireless communication
standard essential patent market, in-
cluding setting in unfair high price
of roydty to Chinese companies,
asking for free licenses from Chi-
nese companies’ patents, and bun-
dle unessential patents with essential
patents, etc.

According to an officia of

NDRC, during the anti-monopoly
investigation, IDC actively cooperat-
ed with the investigation, reached
to a settlement with Huawei about
royalty and other clauses, and
promised to negotiate with other
Chinese companies according to the
settlement with Huawei. In March
2013, IDC submitted an application
to suspend the invedtigation,
promising to implement measures to
eliminate its suspected monopoly,
including stop setting discriminatory
charge to Chinese companies, stop
bundling unessential patents with
essential patents, stop asking for
unreasonable free licenses from Chi-
nese companies’ patents, and stop
using lawsuit to force Chinese com-
panies to accept its unfair clauses,
etc. After thoroughly review, NDRC
made the decison to suspend the
investigation.

According to the officid,
NDRC made the decison based on

the Anti-monopoly Law of China,
Article 45, in consideration that the
measures IDC promised to imple-
ment could eliminate suspended
monopoly, enable Chinese compa
nies practice in far competition,
and restore the order of market
competition. NDRC would supervise
IDC to keep its promises. If IDC
withdraw the promises or elsg
NDRC will restart the investigation.
(by Zhao Jianguo/

Zhu Wenming)
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China changes PAQE registration method
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he 2014 National Patent A-

T gent Qualification Examina-

tion of China (PAQE) has

been opened for registration since
May 27th. According to the officia of
Legal Affar of State Intellectual

Property Office of China (SIPO), there

are some specific works improved this
year for the candidates’ convenience
According to the official, there

are three main changes. Firstly, the
register requirements are relaxed,
first-year masters with science and
engineering college diploma or
above can take the exam this year.
Secondly, the registration time is
prolonged to three weeks, from
May 27th to June 16th, while the
registration qualifications on-site re-
view time is from June 3rd to June

24th. Thirdly, the amount of test
ste is increased from 20 to 23,
Shijiazhuang, Nanchang and Kun-
ming is newly added to test ste
cities. (by Zhao Jianguo)
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TRAB affirmed Qiaodan’s trademarks
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hile the bubbling lawsuit
W of rights of the name

“Jordan” between Ameri-
can basketball player Michael Jor-
dan and Chinese company Qiaodan
Sports Co., Ltd in Jinjiang of Fu-
jian Province.(hereinafter referred to
as Qiaodan) is ill in trail, the two
parties got a verdict of trademark
dispute recently. The Trademark
Review and Adjudication Board of
China (TRAB) dismiss the objection
against 80 trademarks including No.
3148047 trademark “7%#}” and No.
3148050 “QIAODAN” trademark
and No. 3028870 figurative trade-
mark.

Qiaodan started to use “Qiao-
dan” as trade name since 2000 and
registered at Quanzhou Administra-
tive Bureau for Industry and Com-
merce later. Qiaodan uses “7%F1”
and its figure as main registered

trademarks and registers over 130
defensive  trademarks during the
years.

Nike International Ltd., having
long term relationship with Michael
Jordan, filed objections to 8 defen-
sive trademarks separated in 2002
and 2007 but all of them were re-
jected. Nike International Ltd. re-
quested reviews about 7 of them
but the requests were all reected.

TRAB held that the harmful
effects Jordon claimed was based
on the premise of confusingly
smilarity between the trademark
and his name. “QIAODAN” and
“I+FF” are different from “Michael
Jordan” and “ 14 5E /R - A% FF
Besides, as Jordan is a common
name in English, it is hard to
identify  corresponding relationship
between  “Jordan” and Michael
Jordan. Generdly considered, it

cannot be decided that the
relationship between “QIAODAN”
and Michael Jordan is more closed
than “QIAODAN” and Qiaodan.
Based on these factss, TRAB
rgjected Michael Jordan’s objection
and affirmed the trademarks.
(by Wang Guohao)
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