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@ China's IP

in foreign eyes

hinese President Xi Jinping
‘ recently delivered his

speech on  science  and
technology and gave fresh urgency
to demands that China master and
control the new technologies. “On-
ly if core technologies are in our
own hands can we truly hold the
initiative in competition and devel-
opment.” Mr. Xi said. (Xi Urges
Greater Innovation in “Core Tech-
nologies”, by The New York
Times)
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Comment:

China’s policy of actively en-
couraging “the independent innova-
tion” has been a long time. Over
these years, China has tremendous-
ly invested in innovation. To seize
the great opportunities in the new
scientific-technological revolution
and industrial transformation, Chi-
na has shown its determination
and efforts.
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hina is now adding inno-
C vation to its portfolio.

There are now over 1,500
R&D centres set up in China by
foreign companies. Chinese compa
nies are also investing more and
more in R&D. (China’s Innovation
Advantage, by Forbes)
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Comment:

Both foreign and Chinese
companies are moving up the lad-
der in terms of the types of R&D
that they conduct in China and
the resultant innovations. They are
shifting from simple process and
product adaptations to product in-
ventions and even knowledge cre-
ation. It’s the time for more com-
panies to up their games in inno-
vation in China.
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Tesla opens the patent wall to the world
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n June 12th, US electric
O vehicle manufacturer Teda

published a blog under the
titte of “al our patent are belong
to you”, signed by Elon Musk,
CEO of Teda With the opening of
2014 Brazilian World Cup, Teda’s
unnormal activity of opening patent
successful attracts everyone’s atten-
tion to electric vehicle The news
spread rapidly al over the electric
vehicle field as well as the intellec-
tual property filed. What is the un-
derlying cause for Teda to act like
that?

“At Teda, however, we felt
compelled to create patents out of
concern that the big car companies
would copy our technology and
then use their massive manufactur-
ing, sdes and marketing power to
overwhelm Tesla We couldn’t
have been more wrong. The unfor-
tunate reality is the opposte: eec-
tric car programs (or programs for
any vehicle that doesn’t burn hy-
drocarbons) at the magor manufac-
turers are smal to non-existent,
congtituting an average of far less
than 1% of their total vehicle sales.
Our true competition is not the
small trickle of non-Teda electric
cars being produced, but rather the
enormous flood of gasoline cars
pouring out of the world’s factories
every day.”Written in Musk’s blog,
“We believe that Teda, other com-
panies making electric cars, and the

world would al benefit from a
common, rapidly-evolving technolo-
gy platform.”

According to Professor Tao
Xinliang, Dean of the Intellectual
Property Institute of Shanghai Uni-
versity, Tesla’s action means a lot.
“Elon Must said and | quote, ‘Tes
la will not initiate patent lawsuits
against anyone who, in good faith,
wants to use our technology.” He,
who obvioudy not a philanthropist,
did this just to burn his boats. For
Teda, the only way to keep itself
and the whole electric vehicle in-
dustry developing is to build a well
operated charging stations network.
A wall of patents would limit the
creation of compelling electric vehi-
cles and dtifle the popularization of
electric vehicles. Based on the rea
sons above, we can see that Teda’'s
achievement of opening patents is
to help building the charging sta-
tions network and enlarging the
electric vehicle market, then lead to
profit maximization.”

“We believe that applying the
open source philosophy to our
patents will strengthen rather than
diminish Teda’s position in this re-
gard.”’Musk said so in his blog.
Tao approved of the former, “Com-
pared with keeping the patents of
electric vehicle and battery as all
their geese are swans, it is better
to open the source and make de-
velopment. Besides, as Teda is tak-

ing the leading position in electric
vehicle industry, it is hardly for
others to avail of the opportunity to
surpass Teda. The whole industry’s
development will attract talents and
of course Teda will take the most
advantages in this regard.”

It is hard to make a fina con-
cluson that whether Teda will lead
the world united to beat down the
gasoline cars industry or not, but
Elon Must did show the world a
free method of electric vehicle
companies’ patent operation.

(by Wang Lu/Jiang Boping)
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Adidas defenses the copyright of Brazuca
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iwu People’s Court, Zhe-
Y jiang Province lately con-

cluded a copyright infringe-
ment case relevant to the official
football’s design of 2014 FFA
Brazil World Cup. The Court held
that the defendant should stop the
infringement immediately and make
a compensation for the economic
loss of 50,000 Y uan.

On Dec. 18th, 2013, a pro-
curement Company in Yiwu dele-
gated a Customs clearance agency
to declare export some goods to
the United Arab Emirates. Yiwu
Customs found there were 50 foot-
balls marked with “adidas” trade-
mark and specia designs.

On Feb. 24th, 2014, Adidas
sued the procurement company for
copyright infringement to Yiwu
People’s Court, asking for lease in-

fringement, a published apology and
a compensation for the economic
loss and reasonable expense of
200,000 Y uan.

Adidas claimed that it obtained
the copyright of Brazuca, the offi-
cial footbal of 2014 FIFA Brazil
World Cup by assignment; Brazuca
was published on the unveiling cer-
emony of the official football of
2014 FIFA Brazil World Cup in Ri-
0 de Janeiro, Brazil on Dec. 3rd,
2013; The 50 footballs of the defen-
dant seemed the same to Brazuca,
that was obvioudy an infringement.

The Court held that, there
were 6 light colored crosses evenly
distributed on the involved foot-
balls, every 3 of them were encir-
cled by a 3-color belt of orange,
green and blue, and a navy triangle
was on every cross of the belts;

the designer showed his indepen-
dent expression, which qudified the
originaity element of China’s
Copyright Law; the involved foot-
balls were substantial similarity to
Brazuca. Based on the above facts,
the defendant’s export infringed
copyright. So did the judgment.

Neither of the two parties ap-
peals by the press day.

(by Xiang Li/Zhang Ting)
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Recently, WIPO published a
research of Chinese residents’ inter-
national patent application strategy.
It is showed that the number of
China’s international patent applica-
tion grows up rapidly between 2000
to 2005 with a average annual
growth rate of 40%. The rate is
still maintaining on a high level of
23% since 2005 so far.
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408,768

As the end of 2013, the
number of agriculture patent appli-
cations of China reaches to
408,768, 284,443 of which are
inventions. Most of the applica-
tions are from domestic. Nearly
one third of the those are directly
involved to technologies of seed
breeding.
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90,000

According to the data from the
Supreme People’s Court of China,
the number of IP civil cases con-
cluded by first trial courts has been
increasing from above 30,000 to
nearly 90,000.
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4,180

The Recruitment Program of
Globa Experts of China has been
practicing for 5 years up to now.
Many overseas tadents were attract-
ed to come or come back to Chi-

na to stat their careers. 4,180
global experts came to China in
these years, and made great
achievements in science, education,
industry development and other
fields.
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87.82%

In May 2014, the monthly
rae of E-fiing of China is
87.82% . There are 20 provinces,
autonomous regions and municipai-
ties have a rate over 85%. The

monthly rate of E-filing of Chinese
patent agencies is 99.66% , 29
provinces, autonomous regions and
municipalities have a rate over
98%.
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