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IP data in 2014 released

China further beefs up IP power
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ecently, SIPO, SAIC, NCAC,
Rthe Supreme People’ s Court

and the Supreme People’s Proc-
uratorate of China separately released
the IP-related data in 2014. In recent
years, China’s IP made great contribu-
tion to China’ s independent innova-
tion and society progress. Data listed
below shows the advanced IP of Chi-
na.

In 2014, China received 2.361
million applications of invention, utili-
ty model and design. Among them,
928,000 were invention patents, up
12.5% , ranked the first all over the
world; 868,000 were utility model pat-
ents; and 565,000 were design pat-
ents. Applications of invention patents
took up 39.3% in all, showing that
China’ s innovation was improving
and invention patents took more and
more important place in China’ s de-
velopment.

In 2014, SIPO received 26,169
international ~ patent  applications
through Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT), with a year-on-year increase of
14.2%. Among them, 24,007 were do-
mestic, accounting for 91.7% and up
14.9%; 2,162 were overseas, up 6.7%.
In 2014, Chinese users submitted a to-
tal of 25,539 international patent appli-
cations through PCT, with an increase
of 18.7% over 2013, which enables
China the world’ s only country that
obtains double-digit growth. China’ s
Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd. sub-
mitted 3,442 international patent appli-
cations through PCT, made itself the
first among the world enterprises.

China is holding the largest quan-
tity of trademark applications of all
the countries in the world. According
to the data of SAIC, China dealt with
2,285,400 trademark applications in
2014, up 21.47%. China examined 2,
426,400 trademark applications in

number of trademark applications is
still ranking the first place for the 13th
year. 1,375,104 trademark applica-
tions were approval of registration, up
37.96%. 1,546,962 trademark registra-
tions were preliminary approved, up
65.14% . 480,550 trademark applica-
tions were rejected, up 83.29% . And
398,871 trademark applications were
partly rejected, up 76.69%.

By the end of 2014, the total
quantity of China’s trademark applica-
tions reached 10,027,500, while the to-
tal quantity of trademark registrations
was 8,390,000. The two data were
both the largest of the world.

In 2014, China made a total of
1,211,313 copyright  registrations,
201,656 more than 2013, up 19.97%.
496  copyright pledges involved
2.625431 billion Yuan were registered
in 2014.

In 2014, China has registered 992,
034 works, up 17.39% . 43.23% of
them were photo works, and totally
428,819.

In 2014, 218,783 computer soft-
ware copyrights were registered in
China, up 33.12%, making a new re-
cord of China.

Besides, China dealt 1,772 new
plant varieties in 2014, making the to-
tal number to 4,845 and ranked the
second place of the world.

Besides, China dealt 24,479 pat-
ent administrative enforcement cases
in 2014, which was the first time for
China dealing over 20,000 patent ad-
ministrative enforcement cases per
year. Among them, 8,220 cases were
patent dispute cases, up 62.6% ; and
16,259 were counterfeiting patent cas-
es, with a year- on- year growth of
45.5%. In 2014, China’ s court at all
levels concluded 110,000 IP cases of
first-instance, up 10%. Chinese procu-
ratorial organs prosecuted 9,427 per-

trade secret, up 7.1%.
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China’s applications of three kinds of patent

received in 2014
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China’s trademark applications and registrations in 2014
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China’s copyright registrations in 2014
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@ EXPRESS ZippO trademark rejected

n Dec. 5th, 2001, Zippo Manu-
Ofacturing Company applied for

registration of No. 3031916
trademark to the Trademark Office un-
der the State Administration for Indus-
try and Commerce of China (SAIC).
The trademark involved was a 3D im-
age certified to be used on Class 34
cigarette lighters commodities. After
preliminary examination announce-
ment, a Wenzhou based company
Hengxing smoking and optical utensil
and Wenzhou Smoking Utensil associ-
ation separately submitted objection
requisition. Then the Trademark Of-
fice made a decision to reject the ap-
plication for the trademark applica-
tion didn’t conform to trademark law.

Both Hengxing and Zippo were
not satisfied with the decision and re-
quested a review to the Trademark Re-
view and Adjudication Board (TRAB)
under SAIC. TRAB made a decision
to reject the trademark application.
Zippo then filed a lawsuit against
TRAB to Beijing No.l Intermediate
People's Court.

Zippo claimed that, the involved
trademark had a distinguishing feature
to be indications of source on goods;
the long time of using of the image
making it famous among the consum-
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ers. The third part of the lawsuit,
Hengxing, believed that the trademark
involved was a common shape of a
smoke lighter, which could not be a
connection of a certain brand for con-
sumers.

The court held that, the image of
the trademark involved was not the
only shape of the smoke lighters in
the market; while the square box, up-
per cover, hinge and rounded angles
were shapes “existing for achieving
technical effect of the goods or en-
abling the goods to keep substantive
value” according to the trademark
law; over 100 companies in the mar-
ket selling this kind of smoke lighters.
Thus, the Court held that the image of
the involved trademark didn’ t con-
form to the trademark law and reject-
ed Zippo’s lawsuit. (by Hu Biao)
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On March 27th, Shanghai IP
Court heard its first case in public.
By then, nearly 300 such cases in-
cluding 80% counterfeiting dispute
cases and 20% contract dispute cas-
es were received in Shanghai IP
Court.
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Liaoning

By the end of December 2014,
Liaoning abtained 13 new plant vari-
eties. By then, Liaoning had applied
for 517 new plant varieties and 299
of them were granted, ranking the
6th of the country.
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Jiangsu

Recently, Jiangsu IP office pub-
lished its issues of IP works of the
province in 2015. Accordingly, Ji-

IP Brief

angsu will pay more attention on

high value patents and IP operation
in 2015.
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Recently, Fujian issued the list
of 2014 Fujian Patent Awards. One
outstanding winner, 3 first prize win-

ners, 10 second prize winners and
30 third prize winners were awarded.
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