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@ |China's IP

-/ in foreign eyes

hinese internet giant Tencent
Chas taken a $50m  stake in

Canadian mobile messenger
Kik Interactive. Kik is hoping the in-
vestment will help boost competi-
tiveness and emulate WeChat’ s suc-
cess in North America. The Canadi-
an start- up is particularly popular
with teenage users and has been
looking for a strategic partner for
some time. (China’ s Tencent takes
$50m stake in messaging app Kik, BBC
News)
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Young Americans are a large
group with unmet needs. Tencent
was the best partner because its mes-
senger service WeChat allows users
not merely to connect with friends
but also integrates options like shop-
ping, ordering taxi and playing
game. That is to say, endless innova-
tion to meet the need of market is
the most competitiveness of Tencent.
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ooking for a toehold in the
Lworld’ s largest smartphone

market, Google hopes to return
to mainland China as early as this
fall in what would mark a major de-
tente. The Internet giant is seeking
approval for a China version of its
Google Play app store. (Google plans
to return to mainland China, report says,
USA TODAY)
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As part of the deal Google is look-
ing to strike, Google would follow
the country’ s laws and block apps
that the government objects to Ma-
jor Chinese technology companies
such as Baidu and Tencent control
most of the apps distribution in
mainland China. Xiaomi, dubbed
the “Apple of China,” has launched
its own app store and phones.
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Official campaigns for changes to build national IP powerhouse

China ready to transform rich resources into tangible value
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hen Changyu, the commissioner
Sof the State Intellectual Property

Office insists that intellectual
property plays a pivotal role in China’
s innovation-driven development.

“IP provides the primary impetus
for innovation,” he said.

The theme of this year’ s Summer
Davos - charting a new course for
growth - corresponds with China’ s
new innovation- driven development
path.

“Protecting IP is equivalent to
guarding innovation and making full
use of the IP system encourages inno-
vation,” Shen quoted Premier Li Keq-
iang as saying.

“IP is a bridge linking research to
the market. It is the key to transform-
ing technology expertise to industrial
and economic strength,” the commis-
sioner said.

That partially explains why the cen-
tral government attaches significance
to the IP system and is trying to make
it a fundamental guarantee to moti-
vate innovation, he said.

At a meeting at the end of last year,
President Xi Jinping noted that tech-
nological progress and comprehen-
sive innovation need be given more at-
tention amid the new normal of slow-
er yet higher- quality economic
growth.

The central government issued a
policy dedicated to accelerating inno-
vation-driven growth in April.

“Protection and use of IP will spur
our people into creation and startups,
thus providing better support for the
innovation-driven development,” said
Shen, who is also a member of the

Chinese Academy of Sciences. Shen
and his team developed the visor for
the helmet used by the astronauts in
China’ s Shenzhou- 7 spacecraft in
2008, before he was named SIPO
commissioner at the end of 2013.

Data shows that China topped the
world in terms of the number of inven-
tion patent applications for four con-
secutive years, with 928,000 filings in
2014, a 12.5 percent rise from a year
earlier.

The nation has ranked first world-
wide in terms of volume of trademark
applications for 12 consecutive years,
with more than 1.88 million filed in
2014, accounting for 41 percent of the
world’s total.

The country is also at the world’ s
vanguard in other IP sectors, such as
industrial designs, registered copy-
rights and new plant varieties.

However, contrast with such a large
IP stockpile, the number of high-quali-
ty patented technologies are still
small. “We are in urgent need of a
change from being a large filer to a
strong powerhouse, from growing big-
ger to building up muscles,” Shen
said.

The State Council set a clear goal
of building China into a strong IP
country in an action plan for further
implementing the national IP strategy
for 2014-2020, which the cabinet re-
leased at the end of last year.

As one of the campaigners for
change, Shen said that the new goal is
an inevitable choice for China’s IP de-
velopment and responses to the realis-
tic demand for the country’s econom-
ic and social development.

A number of quantifiable indexes,
such as IP-intensive industries” contri-
bution to GDP, core patents, invention
patent ownership per 10,000 people
and well- known trademarks can be
factored into the judgment of whether
a country is counted as an IP power-
house, he said.

“Besides such globally common
references, we also need to look to the
development circumstances our coun-
try is in,” he said.

Without considering the real situa-

tion in China, the goal of building an

IP powerhouse would lose its root,
Shen said.

(by Wang Xin|China Daily)

(to be continued)
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eijing  Intellectual
BCourt recently concluded the
SWISSGEAR trademark admin-
istrative dispute against the Trade-
mark Office (TMO) under the State
Administration for Industry and Com-
merce (SAIC) lodged by Wenger
Company.
In 2007, Wenger filed the SWISS-

GEAR trademark registration to SA-
IC on Class 8 products of manual

Property

tools etc.. Wenger’ s filings were then
challenged by a third company, a Fuji-
an based company, Fuzhou Kuayang
Trading Company, on grounds of simi-
lar with Switzerland’ country name
Swiss and SWISSGEAR should not
be approved as a trademark. TMO
then denied Wenger s application.
Wenger then brought the case to the
Trademark Review and Adjudication
Board (TRAB) under SAIC, and seek
re-examination. In its written plea, Fu-

SWISSGEAR trademark dispute
“SWISSGEAR” kij b & —Hifi |

zhou Kuayang claimed that the trade-
mark in dispute designated to apply
on Class 8 products of manual tools
merely indicates the common name
and it also violates the China’s Trade-
mark Law.

After examination, TRAB diss-
missed Wenger’ s application on
grounds of violations of Article 10 and
Article 11 of China’s Trademark Law.

Disgruntled Wenger lodged an ad-
ministrative suit and brought TMO
and TRAB to the Beijing Intellectual
Property Court. Wenger held two
points of view. Firstly, the trademark
do not violate China’ s Trademark
Law. Secondly, TMO’ s decision vio-
lates the request principle. The Court
held that the original opponent’s opin-
ions should be included within TMO’
s arbitral scope in general case. How-
ever, based on the public interests, the
challenges related to Article 10, Arti-

cle 11 and Article 12 should be consid-
ered as exceptional cases. Even if the

opponent’ s opinions were not taken
during the re-examination period, fur-
ther examination should be conducted
during the suspension period.

For the reasons mentioned above,
the Beijing Intellectual Property
Court made this decision and rejected
Wenger s filings.

(by Zhu Wenming/ Su Jie)
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