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SIPO and EPO Open a New Chapter for IP @Q
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o mark the 30th anniversary of
Tthe cooperation between the

State intellectual Property Office
of China (SIPO) and European Patent
Office (EPO), several activities have
taken place in Beijing, for instance,
the meeting between Chinese State
Councilor Wang Yong and EPO Presi-
dent Benoit Battistelli, an Internation-
al Symposium on IP, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, the 9th Conference
of Heads of Offices, etc. The warmth
and enthusiasm from this profound
friendship between the two Offices
forged in 30- year’ s time has made
this winter feel like spring.

“The 30th anniversary of the coop-
erative relationship between SIPO and
EPO is another milestone in the histo-
ry of the two Offices,” said SIPO
Commissioner Shen Changyu in his
speech, he highly valued the achieve-
ments the two offices have made in
the past three decades. He said,
though China and Europe are located
at opposite ends of Eurasia, they are
still called “far-away neighbours”. Af-
ter thirty years of cooperation, SIPO
and EPO have become important stra-
tegic partners to each other; and re-
markable achievements have been
scored and deep friendship estab-
lished.

®|China's IP

w7 in foreign eyes

hina has fined five knock-
Coff Disney hotels for infring-

ing on the iconic U.S. enter-
tainment company's trademarks in
the run- up to the opening of a
Walt Disney Co theme park in
Shanghai. The news comes less
than a month after Chinese author-
ities announced that they would
give unprecedented special trade-
mark protection to Disney in a
year- long campaign around the
park's opening. ( China fines five pho-
ny Disney hotels, by Reuters)
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Comment:

Recently, the State Administra-
tion for Industry and Commerce
of China ordered that taking stron-
ger action to protect the trade-
marks of Disney, which reflects
that China pays more attention to
intellectual property protection.
This movement shows that Chi-
nese government fulfills their
promise, and defends the legiti-
mate interests of right holders like
Disney efficiently.
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“This is a special year for EPO and
SIPO. The year 2015 marks the 30th
anniversary of constructive co- opera-
tion between our two Offices and it is
another milestone in the constant de-
velopment of a special cooperative re-
lationship,” said Benoit Battistelli, his
warm speech perfectly echoed Com-
missioner Shen’s remark.

Beyond doubt, the bilateral coopera-
tion is not only beneficial to the two
Offices, but also to the world at large.
Thirty years ago, at the initial stage of
SIPO, it was EPO who extended a
helping hand, with which, the con-
struction of Chinese patent system
stepped out and developed from a rela-
tively high level. In the past 30 years,
the cooperation between the two offic-
es has been expanded in many as-
pects. For instance, with the bilateral
cooperation on search tools, the Chi-
nese patent examiners got rid of manu-
al search. Furthermore, the two sides
have carried out other fruitful coopera-
tion in fields of personnel training,
patent documentation, machine trans-
lation, Cooperative Patent Classifica-
tion, global dossier, etc. Meanwhile,
the cooperation between the two Offic-
es under the framework of WIPO and
IP5, has effectively boosted the devel-
opment and progress of the interna-

tional IP system. Due to the continu-
ous efforts of the two Offices, mil-
lions of patent documents written in
Chinese and English are now avail-
able for access by engineers, inven-
tors and scientists worldwide, in par-
ticular providing great convenience to
industries, innovators and the general
public from China and Europe.

Over the past three decades, leaders
of SIPO and EPO have made outstand-
ing contributions to establishment and
deepening of the bilateral cooperation
It was their wisdom and diligence that
have shaped today’ s cooperative rela-
tionship between the two Offices and
their names should be remembered by
the history, such as SIPO’ s former
Commissioners Wu Heng, Huang Ku-
nyi, Gao Lulin, Jiang Ying, Wang Jing-
chuan, Tian Lipu and EPO’ s former
Presidents Bob van Benthem, Paul
Braendli, Ingo Kober, Alain Pompi-
dou, Alison Brimelow, etc.

As a Chinese saying goes, “Dis-
tance can not separate true friends
who feel so close even when they are
thousands of miles apart”, due to con-
tinuous efforts of the leaders from Chi-
na and Europe, SINO- European rela-
tionship has continued to deepen,
which has provided new opportunities
and now driving force for the coopera-

tion between SIPO and EPO. “As long
as we continue to work as hard as we
always do, our cooperation will have a
promising future; as long as we make
progress together, it will contribute to
grow. Let’ s join our hands together to
create a brighter future.” said Shen
Changyu. (by Zhao Jian’guo)
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ecently, Shanghai International Intellectual Property Forum co- organized
Rby Shanghai Municipal People’s Government and World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO) was held in Shanghai, China. During this Fo-
rum, Dr. Shen Changyu (right), Commissioner of the State Intellectual Property

Office of China, met with Mr. Daren Tang, newly appointed Chief Executive of

Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS). Dr. Shen extended his warm

congratulations to Mr. Tang’ s appointment and said that remarkable progresses

have been made in the level, breadth and depth of cooperation of both sides. Co-
operation between SIPO and IPOS had been regarded as a model of IPR coopera-
tion between China- ASEAN countries. Dr. Shen expressed his hope that SIPO
and IPOS would strengthen further cooperation through mutual efforts. Mr. Tang

said that numerous positive achievements had been gained since the establish-
ment of bilateral IPR cooperation between SIPO and IPOS in 2004. IPOS would
promote and enhance cooperation with SIPO in more fields and create a new co-

operative chapter.

(by Zhang Zihong/Wang Yu)
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udi Group recently brought a
ABeijing- based automobile ser-

vice company to Beijing Shi
jingshan People’ s Court, on grounds
of unauthorized use of their registered
trademark and infringement was con-
stituted. The Court has heard this
case.

Existing materials show that Audi
Group entered the Chinese market and
registered “Audi”, “ P& i1 ”and “Four-
ring figures” as trademarks in China.
Now, these marks are in valid state.
The defendant Beijing Zhonghan Fang-

sheng automobile service com-

pany (hereinafter
called  Bei-

jing

Zhonghan) was founded in 2007, and
its business covers vehicle mainte-
nance, repair, sales and accessories
sales. Beijing Zhonghan’ s previous
name was Chengcheng Zhong’ ao auto-
mobile service company.

Audi Group recently discovered
that Beijing Zhonghan has illegally
printed trademarks of “Audi”, “Four-
ring figure” and “ B il ” on their pro-
motion materials, staff business cards,
and even decorated their company
with the marks above without authori-
zation. Audi Group held that Beijing
Zhonghan has infringed their regis-
tered trademarks.

Beijing Zhonghan argued that they
indeed used the Audi trademarks in
relative materials, and they also used
the Benz and BMW trademarks, but
this usage just let the consumers

know they can offer repair and

ers are aware that Beijing Zhonghan
is just a third-party automobile service
company, not a licensed Audi 4S
shop. As a result, Beijing Zhonghan
fairly used these marks and no in-
fringement was constituted.

Audi Group held that Beijing Zhong-
han had many choices to demonstrate
their service scope, for example the
Chinese trademark “#31” could play
arole, they don’t have to use the Eng-
lish trademark Audi and the Four-ring
figure. Meanwhile, Beijing Zhonghan
has printed the marks mentioned
above on the billboards, glass doors,
ceilings, promotion materials and busi-
ness cards. All these materials will
cause confusion among the public,
these have been beyond fair use and in-
fringement was constituted.

No sentence was made in the Court.
CIP News will follow up the latest de-
velopment of the case.

(by Zhu Wenming/Su Jie)

Audi safeguards trademarks in China
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