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®)China's IP

.~ in foreign eyes

n May 2015, China State
ICouncil announced  the

“Made in China 2025” poli-
cy, which focuses on building
indigenous capabilities in high-
end precision manufacturing,
with semiconductors as the first
priority segment. The goal of
this policy is to have China in-
crease its self- sufficiency rate
for integrated circuits to 40 per-
cent by 2020 and to 70 percent
by 2025. (4 New World Under
Construction: China and Semicon-
ductors, McKinsey)
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Comment:

Chinese semiconductor enter-
prises focus to strengthen their
development, management, and
protection of intellectual proper-
ty. They should develop a sys-
tematic approach to identifying,
choosing, and executing an IP
strategy.
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hinese mobile phone mak-
Cer Huawei has thrown

down the gauntlet to Ap-
ple, Samsung, Xiaomi and other
rivals. It’ s called the "super-
phone." By around 2020 or so,
Huawei says, the superphone
could start replacing smart-
phones. The arrival of the super-
phone, Huawei says, will coin-
cide with next- generation 5G
wireless networks as well as the
Internet of Things, or IoT.(Chi-
na’ s Huawei Racing Apple To De-
velop ‘ Superphone’ by Investor’ s
Business Daily)
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Comment:

Putting high value on R&D
and patent layout, Huawei have
had a place in the highly com-
petitive  smartphone  market.
Now, Huawei expects to stand
on the innovation frontier of mo-
bile phone and takes the lead in
making them versus Apple,
Samsung and others.
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WIPO-SIPO Award for Chinese Outstanding Patented Innovation & Industrial Design was Issued
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¢ Today I am honored and excited

to accept the award on behalf of

our team.” the Gold Award win-
ner Jian Xigao, the professor of Da-
lian University of Technology as well
as the academician of Chinese Acade-
my of Engineering told to the CIP
News reporter, at the 17th China Pat-
ent Awards on December 15. He said
that in 20 years of research, they
had encountered countless number
of problems, but he was gratified
that the patent has been transformed
and the product saw a total of more
than 6 billion yuan of sales and a prof-
it of over 1 billion yuan.

“For over 20 years, China Patent
Awards has witnessed the develop-
ment of China’s independent innova-
tion, which promoted obvious social
progress and economic development
and its authority and credibility are ac-
cumulated.” Cao Xinming, the Depu-
ty Director of Intellectual Property Re-
search Center under Zhongnan Uni-
versity of Economics and Law, hav-
ing been concerned of China Patent
Awards over the years, told the CIP
News reporter.

Conventionally, bubble defects of-
ten appear during the LCD glass pro-
duction, which has plagued many do-
mestic manufacturers for high reject
rate and affected economic efficiency.
Even in the face of high prices, for-
eign companies are not reluctant to
transfer such production technology
patents. In this case, Dongxu Group
Co., Ltd.
Group) concentrated innovation re-

(hereafter as Dongxu
sources on independent research and
developed “a treatment of molten
glass in platinum channel” patent, re-
ducing the bubble defects and in-
creased the rate of finished product by
15% at same time the benefit greatly
increased. And now, this patent got
the golden award. The industry can-
not live without IP especially patent

support.” Wang Jiangiang, the VP of
Dongxu Group told the reporter, over

ten years, the market is changing, the
environment is changing, technology
is changing, the concept of innovation

and intellectual property of Dongxu
Group never changes.

In 2014, China’ s invention patent
applications reached 928,000, an in-
crease of 12.5%, the number ranked
first for four consecutive years in the
world, including growing number of
high quality, high value patents, accu-
mulated sufficient reserves for China
Patent Award selection

SIPO Patent Management Depart-
ment official introducd to the reporter,
17th China Patent Awards has two
prominent features. Firstly, the award
system becomes more efficiency, the
selection process becomes more scien-
tific. The new “China Patent Award
Awarding Approach” emphasizes the
scientific selection process, widens
the participation of society, namely,
the candidates are recommended by
State Council departments of intellec-
tual property management agencies,
local intellectual property offices, the
relevant national trade associations,
as well as the academician of Chinese
Academy of Sciences and Chinese
Academy of Engineering, and then
the candidates were examined by pre-
liminary review office, expert initial
evaluation, and approved by review-
ing committee. Finally, the China’ s
SIPO and WIPO make decisions on
the awards. Secondly, selection work
guidance became clearer, highlighting
the quality- oriented patent, paying
more attention to advanced technolo-
gy of the patent, emphasizing the prac-
tical benefits of the patent application
and its outstanding contribution to the
economic and social development,
and the leading role in the develop-
ment of the industry.

Reporters learned in the interview
that, the selection of 17th China Pat-
ent Awards continued to get the sup-
port of all society and industry, and a
total of 1,029 outstanding projects
were recommended as candidates.
With the joint efforts of all parties, 20
China Patent Golden Awards, 5 China
Golden Design Awards, and 507 Chi-
na Excellent Patent Awards, and 57
China Excellent Design Awards were

selected. Compared with the previous
China Patent Awards, the level of in-
novation and output of current win-
ning projects have upgraded. The ex-
ploitation of these outstanding patents
played an important role on enhanc-
ing the competitiveness of enterprises
and promoting industrial restructuring
and upgrading,.

China Patent Awards started from
1989, and 17 sessions has been suc-
cessfully held since then. 25 golden
awards projects of the 17th China Pat-
ent Awards saw new sales of 149.3 bil-
lion yuan with the new profit of 33.4
billion yuan and the exports of 10.4

billion yuan. (by Zhao Jian’ guo)
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Simmons was rejected in trademark case
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merican Dream Limited Compa-
Any (hereafter as Dream Compa-

ny) filed the “Simmons” trade-
mark applications for registration on
the shall table, couches, mattresses
and other goods, the Trademark Re-
view and Adjudication Board (TRAB)
under the State Administration for In-
dustry and Commerce rejected the ap-
plication for trademark registration,
for its lacking of significant grounds,
and the carried out preliminary exami-
nation of the application for registra-
tion on shall table, display boards and
other commodities. Dream Company
refused to accept the decision, and
brought an administrative lawsuit to
Beijing Intellectual Property Court.
Recently, the court made the decision
in first instance maintaining the deci-
sion by TRAB.

It is reported that, in April 2014,
Trademark Office under the State Ad-
ministration for Industry and (hereinaf-
ter as Trademark Office ) rejected the
application for trademark registration
for the reason that “Simmons” is the
generic name of the mattress, the mat-
tress and related products, and should
not be a monopoly for single company.

Dream Company refused to accept
the decision by Trademark Office and
applied for review to TRAB within the
statutory time.

TRAB held that, disputed trade-
mark contained a significant character
“ i A L7 was recognized as the ge-
neric name of the mattress, and should
not be a monopoly for single company
on the couch, mattresses and other
goods, while, the use of disputed trade-
mark registration application on the ta-
ble and other commodities could be
preliminarily examined.

Then, Dream Company brought ad-
ministrative lawsuit to Beijing Intellec-
tual Property Court. Dream company
claimed, disputed trademark “ & %
H” came from the surname of the
company founder and the company’ s
well- known brand “SIMMONS”, as
well as the corresponding Chinese
transliteration of “SIMMONS”, and
Dream Company is the legitimate
owner of the trademark “ Ji5 &% H ",
And the evidence submitted by Dream
Company could prove the trademark
is not a generic name, the characters
in “J& % 7 do not appear in the na-
tional standards or industry standards.

R

The court held that, although the dis-
puted trademark is constituted by the
Chinese character “ & %2 & ”and Eng-
lish “Simmons”, but “ Ji§ & H " is
main identification section of the
trademark, if used on the mattress,
spring mattresses and other reviewed
goods, it could be easily understood as
a mattress by relevant public, and they
are unable to identify it as a trade-
mark, thus, it is difficult to distinguish
the origin of goods. The evidence sub-
mitted by Dream Company is not suffi-
cient to prove the trademark had ob-
tained salient features required for
trademark registration through the use
when the decision was made.

(by Mao Liguo)
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