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@ |China's IP

-/ in foreign eyes

ecently, the China National
R‘(;hemical Corporation said it
ould buy the KraussMaffei
Group, a German Manufacturer of
plastics and rubber processing ma-
chinery, for about $1 million. The ac-
quisition would help China’ s big-
gest chemicals company upgrade its
expertise in manufacturing plastics
and rubber, the company said in a
statement. (ChemChina Buying Krauss-
Maffei, a German Machinery Company,
Sfor $1 million, by Wall Street Journal)
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Comment:

In recent years, Chinese compa-
nies are set off a wave of overseas
M&A trends. It should be noted that,
foreign companies with leading-
edge technologies and competitive-
ness in the international market of-
ten become the first choice of over-
seas mergers and acquisitions. With
the advanced technologies, Krauss-
Maffei would contribute significant-
ly to ChemChina’s business.
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t the annual North American
Alnternational Auto  Show,

Even the smallest auto compa-
nies are flourishing in the booming
American market, none more so than
the tiny Chinese- owned, Swedish-
run luxury brand Volvo. Volvo
showed off a new sedan, the S90,
and won recognition for its flagship
sport utility vehicle, the XC90, as
the best truck introduced in 2015.
(Volvo Makes a Comeback, with a Detour
through China, by Wall Street Journal)
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Comment:

Under Geely, Volvo has empha-
sized the brand’s long reputation for
safety and quality and its distinctive
Swedish styling, which made this
brand and Geely have all gone on
and have really started to flourish.
With renewed technology and de-
signs, Chinese automakers will sit
on better position to compete with
global competitors.
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China received over 1 million invention patent applications in 2015
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ccording to the data released at
Aa press conference on January

14th, the State Intellectual
Property Office (SIPO) of China re-
ceived over 1 million applications for
invention patents in 2015, which hits
a new record high over the years.

Data show that 1.102 million appli-
cations for invention patents were re-
ceived in China in 2015, up 18.7 per-
cent year on year, being the top patent
application list of the world for 5
years; about 359,000 invention pat-
ents were authorized, 263,000 of
which were granted to domestic appli-
cants, 100,000 more than in 2014, up
61.9 percent year on year. By the end
of 2015, China holds 872,000 valid
patents of invention, and the patents
per annum for each 10,000 head of
population reached to 6.3.

Besides, SIPO released the details
of China’ s patent data in 2015. There
are 3 provinces (municipalities, not in-
cluding Hongkong, Macao and Tai-
wan) obtaining over 30,000 invention
patents in 2015, which are Jiangsu (36,
015), Beijing (35,308) and Guang-
dong (33,477). China’s top oil-refiner
Sinopec obtained 2,844 invention pat-
ents, the most among all Chinese
firms, followed by telecom giants
ZTE (2,673) and Huawei (2,413).

Among the top ten foreign enter-
prises, Qualcomm gets to the top
with 1,350 invention patents, fol-
lowed by Canon (1,273), Toyota (1,
240), Panasonic (1,117) and Mitsubi-
shi Electrics (1,095). Some well-
known foreign enterprises, like GM,
Bosch, Philips, Siemens and Samsung
are also on the list.

In 2015, SIPO received 30,548 PCT
applications, up 16.7% year on year.
28,399 of them were from domestic
users, making 93%, up 18.3% year on
year; 2,149 were international, mak-
ing 7.0% . There were 16 provinces
(municipalities) that filed more than
100 PCT applications in 2015. The
top 5 provinces (municipalities) for
PCT applications were Guangdong
(15,190), Beijing , Shanghai, Jiangsu
and Zhejiang, which contributed to
85% of the total domestic PCT filings.

According to a representative from

SIPO, China’s invention patent appli-
cations increase faster than the other
two kinds of patent applications in
2015 and surpass 1 million for the
first time; the patents per annum for
each 10,000 head of population
reached to 6.3, achieved the goal of
the 12th Five- Year Plan; enterprises
played a more important role in do-
mestic invention patents; despite the
overall increase in patent applica-
tions, China still lags behind foreign
countries in some fields, including op-
tics and engines.

(by Wang Yu)
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Top 10 Chinese provinces (municipalities) in invention patents granted in 2015

(Hongkong, Macao and Taiwan are not included)
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Top 10 Chinese sub-provincial cities in invention patents granted in 2015

(Hongkong, Macao and Taiwan are not included)
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Top 10 Chinese enterprises in invention patents granted in 2015  Top 10 foreign enterprises in invention patents granted in 2015
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Puma’s application for territorial extension rejected
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uma Europe Limited, owner of
Pthe brand Puma, recently filed an

application for trademark territo-
rial extension to the Trademark Office
under the State Administration for In-
dustry and Commerce (SAIC) of Chi-
na, for its trademark “WINDCELL
and image” registered on clothes and
shoes in German. The application was
rejected by the Trademark Review and
Adjudication Board (TRAB) of SAIC
for prior trademark applications in
China. Puma then filed a lawsuit
against TRAB. The case recently was
tried in Beijing Higher People’ s
Court. The original adjudication of
TRAB was affirmed.

The application was for No.
G1105909 trademark “WINDCELL
and image”, registered on the 25th
classification products of clothes,
shoes and hats, filed by Puma in No-
vember 2011 in original territory of
Germany. The reference trademarks
were No. 1190722 “WIND” and No.
633486 “wind”, ratified use of the
25th classification products, and were

both registered earlier than “WIND-
CELL and image”.

The International Bureau of WIPO
sent notice for territorial extension to
the Trademark Office under SAIC of
China in February 2012. The Trade-
mark Office rejected the application in
August 2012. After its review applica-
tion being rejected by TRAB, Puma
filed a lawsuit to Beijing No.1 Inter-
mediate People’s Court.

The Court held that, the trademark
application was made up by text
“WINDCELL” and its image; the text
contained the texts of referenced trade-
marks, making them similar marks;
the trademarks were all registered in
the same classification products, mak-
ing them similar trademarks on same
or similar products. Thus the Court
made the decision to affirm the adjudi-
cation of TRAB. Puma appealed to
the Higher Court, and the Higher
Court affirmed the first decision.

(by Mao Liguo)
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