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IP Brief

Beijing

An IPR operation foundation
with a estimated size of 1 billion
yuan was recently set up in Bei-
jing. The foundation adopts limit-
ed partnership, and the duration pe-
riod is 10 years. Up to now, 400 mil-
lion yuan has been subscribed.
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Tianjin

A cooperation agreement on
promoting IPR progress and ad-
vancing capacity for independent
innovation has recently been con-
cluded by Tianjin IP office and
the Administrative Commission
of the Tianjin Binhai High-tech In-
dustrial Development Zone. Un-
der the agreement, the two sides
will help set up a national IPR
demonstration zone and a national
piloting patent industry develop-
ment zone.
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Shanghai

The 13th China International
Semiconductor Expo & Summit
Jointly launched by China Semi-
conductor Industry Association
(CSIA) and Shanghai Silicon IPR
exchange center was recently held
in Shanghai. Its sub-forum on IPR
has attracted wide attention.
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Shandong

A IPR protection league cover-
ing 13 cities in Shandong, Jiang-
su, Henan, Anhui, was recently
initiated. This league was de-
signed to provide a platform for
IPR protection, using, and to es-
tablish a win- win IPR protection
union.
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Guangdong

The Guangdong Microbial Pres-
ervation Center was recently re-
garded as China’s 3rd internation-
al microbial culture Preservation
center. Since January l1st, 2016,
this center was opened for domes-
tic patent applicants for Preserva-
tion during the patent examining
period.
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China handled 35,844 patent administrative law enforcement cases in 2015

2015 4 [ L R T B TE I R B R E 3.5844 J1 {

ased on the latest report from
BSIPO, Chinese government has

strengthened its efforts to com-
bat patent infringements in the past
year, and 35,844 administrative law
enforcement cases on patents were
handled, up 46.4%. It’ s worth noting
that this figure marked a Sth year of
consecutive growth. Numbers show
that the annual administrative law en-
forcement cases on IPR increased by
81.4% and 87,000 cases were conclud-
ed during the 12th “Five- Year Plan”
period in total, 9.8 times the cases
handled than prior planned schedule.

According to a representative from
SIPO, in 2015, the national IPR sys-
tem has handled 14,607 patent dis-
putes and 21,237 patent counterfeit
cases, up 77.7% and 30.6% respective-
ly. Among which, 14,202 were patent
infringements. In 2015, IPR system
nationwide have strengthened efforts
to carry out patent administrative law
enforcement. 28 out of 31 provinces,
autonomous regions and municipali-
ties, have handled more administra-
tive law enforcement cases than the
last year. It’s worth noting that region-
al IP offices have played crucial roles
in advancing patent administrative
law enforcements. Numbers show
that, in 2015, IP offices under SIPO
nationwide have handled 8,744 pat-
ent infringement cases directly, repre-
senting 61.6% of the total, up 88.3%.
According to this representative, na-
tional IPR system has handled more
difficult patent disputes on a year-
over-year basis, the case structure has
been further optimized and the effi-
ciency has been improved. Take the
year of 2015 as an example, 93.2% of
the disputes have been concluded, up
6.2%. At the same time, 7,644 patent
disputes in e-commerce and 2,743 cas-
es involving exhibition have been
concluded, representing 1/4 of the to-
tal.

“In 2015, the national IPR system
strengthened the efforts to protect IPR
and fighted against infringement and
counterfeit, the organ’s activity, initia-
tive and ability to handle the patent
disputes have been obviously im-

Patent dispute and counterfeit cases handled in China
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dispute cases

proved. Meanwhile, demands for
quick rights safeguarding by the right
holders, innovators and market play-
ers have been increasing. We are glad
to see that they are more confident in
governments’ determination and ef-
forts in carrying out IPR law enforce-
ment than ever.” says this representa-
tive. (by Cui Jingsi/ Guan Jian)
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Photo News

According to historical records,
marionette has been prevalent in
China for more than 2000 years,
which originated from the Han Dy-
nasty, popular in Song Dynasty.
marionette has long been regarded
as valuable culture heritage of hu-
man race in China. Among all the
marionette types in China, the
Quanzhou Marionetle are the most-
recognizes one. It inherited the
Tang Dynasty style in terms of carv-
ing and coloring. In 2006, Quan-
zhou Marionette was listed on the
first Non- material cultural heritage
protection name list.

(by Wang Wenyang)
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Toyota's crown troubled by a trademark dispute

VO B R R bR

s a saying goes, one nation can’t
Ahave two queens. Recently, be-

cause of a crown trademark dis-
pute, two automobile companies en-
tered the tribunal room and sought le-
gal support. One protagonist in this
story is Toyota, an automobile giant,
its crown series have been very popu-
lar among the consumers. The other is
a Hubei based company, Wuhan Mu-
nicipal Environment and Sanitation
Machinery Company (hereinafter as
Wuhan Company), a special vehicle
manufacturer. Wuhan Company’ s
products were popular among consum-
ers nationwide and in Southeast Asian
markets, such as Indonesia and Ban-
gladesh,etc.

Existing materials show that the
Wuhan Company, former Wuhan mu-
nicipal machinery company, was
founded 40 years ago and is a main
supplier of mechanical products for
municipal environment and sanitation
use, such as suction sewage truck,
cleaning tanker and garbage truck.
Crown was Wuhan Company’s legal-
ly certified trademark.

In December 2014, Toyota chal-

lenged Wuhan Company’ s trademark
and sought revocation of it on grounds
of disuse for three consecutive years.
However, its request was rejected. In
November 2015, Wuhan Company
brought Toyota and a Wuhan based au-
tomobile dealer to the court on
grounds of trademark infringement.
The ever defendant became accuser.
Wuhan Company held that they had
filed the NO. 217925 crown and its
figures trademarks on Class 12, prod-
ucts of special vehicle, and their fil-
ings were certified in December 1984.
Up to now, these marks are within va-
lidity. Wuhan Company held that their
marks were once honored as Hubei
provincial famous trademarks and
they never disused the marks on their
products. However, Toyota has al-
ways used the crown character as
their commercial brand since the es-
tablishment of its Tianjin branch. Toy-
ota has infringed the exclusive right
of the Wuhan Company s trademark.
Wuhan Company requested the
court to order the defendant to cease
using crown as trademarks, split the
crown trademark and its figure, de-

stroy relative publicity materials, and
compensate 2 million yuan for eco-
nomic loss. Hubei Wuhan Intermedi-
ate People’ s Court has handled the
case.
CIP News will follow the update of
this case.
(by Wang Guohao)
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