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High—level Conference on IP for Countries along the “Belt and Road” opens

¢

n July 21, the High-level Con-
Oference on IP for Countries

Along the “Belt and Road”
jointly held by SIPO, SAIC, National
Copyright Administration, Ministry of
Commerce, Beijing Municipal Gov-
ernment and WIPO was initiated in
Beijing. The China’ s State councilor
Wang Yong, WIPO Director General
Francis Gurry attended the event and
gave a speech respectively.

SIPO Commissioner Shen Changyu,
Malaysia Ministry of Domestic Trade,
Cooperatives and Consumerism Secre-
tary General Jamil Bin Salleh, H.E.
GCC Assistance Secretary General for

Economic and Development Affairs
Abullahjuma Al Shibli, delivered a
speech on the theme of IP importance
to Socio- economic development re-
spectively.

The forum was themed of inclusive-
ness, development, cooperation and
mutual benefit. It aimed to implement
the proposals of Belt and Road Initia-
tives, share the experiences of regions
and countries in facilitating innova-
tion and economic development by re-
lying on IPRs, step up cooperation in
IPR development, infrastructure and
improving IP awareness among the
public, promote the initiatives in-

depth development, and realize the in-
novation development and prosperity
among the countries. The conference
would last for one and a half days, the
representatives continued with discus-
sions on such issues as importance of
IPR for economic development, the
important role of IPR strategy in
achieving national development goals
and fostering IPR international rules
to develop in the direction of mutual
benefits, inclusiveness and balance.
More than 300 representatives in-
cluding 120 foreign guests from IPR
authorities of 50 countries and regions
along the Belt and Road, WIPO and
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Cooperation

will exchange views on IPR international cooperation and regional innovation development.
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Mutual Benefit

On July 21, the High-level Conference on IP for Countries along the
“Belt and Road” with the theme of inclusiveness, development, cooper-
ation and mutual benefit was held in Beijing. The event was jointly
held by the State Intellectual Property Office, State Administration for
Industry and Commerce, National Copyright Administration, Ministry
of Commerce and Beijing Municipal Government. Attending parties

(by Jiang Wenjie)
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ippo Manufacturing Company
Zintends to file for registration of

3D lighter trademark in China,
but it was rejected by the Trademark
Office (TMO) under the State Admin-
istration for Industry and Commerce
(SAIC) after preliminary examination.
Recently, Beijing Higher People’ s
Court made the final decision which
maintained the verdict of first instance
by upholding the ruling of the Trade-
mark Review and Adjudication Board
(TRAB).

On December 5, 2001, Zippo Manu-
facturing Company applied for regis-
tration of No.3031816 trademark to
TMO. The trademark involved was a
3D image certified to be used on
Class 34 cigarette lighters commodi-
ties. After preliminary examination an-
nouncement, a Wenzhou based compa-

Zippo fails in applying 3D trademark in Chin@a

18 foreign Embassies in China, six
UN agencies in China, together with
180 Chinese representatives from the
member of IPR Inter- Ministerial con-
ference of implementation of national
IPR strategy, local IPR authorities, do-
mestic enterprises, IPR agencies and
academics attended the meeting.
(by Wang Kang/Sun Di)
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Chma s IP

in foreign eyes

hina has become a strong inno-
Cvator in areas such as consum-

er electronics and construction
equipment. Every year it spends
more than $200 billion on research
(second only to the United States),
turns out close to 30,000 PhDs in sci-
ence and engineering, and leads the
world in patent applications (more
than 820,000 in 2013). ( Gauging the
strength of Chinese innovation, McKin-
sey Quarterly)

Fh I TE H -7 B L SRR S 3T
B ETC A — 1 mE D)
W, HEEEME TR
i 20001237t , 75 £ ST BN X
IRTEE;BERFEITLZET
BHE L2013 &, P E LR R IEE
82 5, BRI AT , 1 E 4 2%
Jo e ERE AL (H5 2 B 89 4 3 A
2. EAEHEF)

Comment:

Following the existing technology
and knowledge around the world for
decades, China has been generally
turning into a world innovation lead-
er. To be a long-last champion, Chi-
na shall seek more method to absorb-
ing innovation strength. Improving
patents quality more than quantity
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might be a bright way.
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hina has entered a new era. A
Cnew generation of entrepre-

neurs defined by their youth
and exponential growth nature has
generated new energy and vigor into
the country. Of course, in the pro-
cess of innovation and entrepreneur-
ial pursuits, only a few would suc-
ceed or succeed at the first try. But
as long as these entrepreneurs do not
break laws or defraud consumers,
China’s society now allows and wel-
comes trials and errors. This era —
the era of China’ s entrepreneurs —
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ny Hengxing smoking and optical
utensil and Wenzhou Smoking Utensil
Association separately submitted ob-
jection requisition. Then the TMO
made a decision to reject the applica-
tion for the trademark didn’t conform
to China’s trademark law.

Both Hengxing and Zippo were not
satisfied with the decision and request-
ed a review to the TRAB under SAIC.
On November 11, 2013, TRAB made
a decision to reject the trademark ap-
plication. Zippo then filed a lawsuit
against TRAB to Beijing No.l Inter-
mediate People’s Court.

The court held that, the image of
the trademark involved was not the on-
ly shape of the smoke lighters in the
market; while the square box, upper
cover, hinge and rounded angles were
shapes “existing for achieving techni-

cal effect of the goods or enabling the
goods to keep substantive value” ac-
cording to the trademark law. Thus,
the Court held that the image of the in-
volved trademark didn’ t conform to
the trademark law and rejected Zippo’
s lawsuit.

The disgruntled Zippo then brought
the case to Beijing Higher People’ s
court.

After hearing, Beijing Higher Peo-
ple’s court made the final decision to
maintain the rule made by Beijing
No.1 Intermediate People’s Court.

(by Zhu Wenming)
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is bringing forth real ground break-
ing times in China’ s long history.
(What Drives China’ s Innovation? By
Forbes)
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Comment

Innovation cannot be achieved
merely by entrepreneurs themselves.
It depends on the strength of the
whole society. The campaign of
mass entrepreneurship and innova-
tion policy of China is to put in
place a platform for everybody, and
to create a broad space for crowd
funding, crowd innovation and
crowd sourcing. China is now facing

the spring of innovation.
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