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ccording to a statement from
Athe Beijing IP Office, Apple
infringed on a design patent
used in a phone called the 100C,
made by the Chinese phone maker
Baili. Recently, a Chinese company
won the right to sell leather goods
under the iPhone trademark. ({Apple
iPhone is Targeted in Beijing Patent Case,
by The New Yorker Times) )
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With the establishment and imple-
mentation of China’ s national IP
strategy, the importance of IP protec-
tion was highly valued by the whole
society, particularly the companies.
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ei Jun, the founder of Xiao Mi
Lcompany, has appeared on Brit-

ish Wire magazine cover. The
magazine held that Xiao Mi, estab-
lished six years ago, with a total val-
ue of 45 billion U.S. dollars, repre-
sented the internet thinking of Chi-
nese S&T companies, which are of
great reference value to European
and U.S. peers. ( China is driving by in-
novation force, Finance Times)
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The innovation climate cannot de-
velop without the participation of
whole society. Under the circum-
stance of mass entrepreneurship and
innovation, more and more innova-
tion- based companies like Xiao Mi
would appear on the international
market and show off their prowess.
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State Council assigns tasks to facilitate building China into IP power house
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s efforts to facilitate building
AChina into IP power house, the

State Council recently released
a paper to assign the tasks to relevant
organs. The opinion requires the or-
gans to fully implement national IPR
strategy, deepen IPR reform, strength-
en IPR protection and facilitate IPR
strengthening the country.

The paper is based on the opinion
facilitating building China into IP
power house, which covers six major
tasks, namely, advancing IPR manage-
ment reform, strengthening IPR pro-
tection, promoting IPR creation and
utilization, enhancing IPR overseas
layout and risks control for key indus-
tries, advancing IPR cooperation level
and reinforce policy support. The pa-
per details the opinion into 106 mea-
sures and assigns each measure to a
leading department.

According to the paper, relevant de-
partment should further detail the as-
signed task and stimulate detailed and
enforceable measure. Tasks revolving

State Council approves IPR reform on Sino-Singapore Guangzhou Kaowledge City
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multiple agencies, a leading depart-
ment should be determined, which
should closely coordinate with other
departments.  Local  governments

should play positive role in organiz-
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ing and supporting, implementing re-

sponsibility system and formulating
corresponding measures in accor-
dance with the opinion.

A representative from office of

joint Inter- ministerial Meeting of the
State Council for implementing IPR
strategy says that the office will bol-
ster coordination, address major prob-
lems, reinforce policy implementa-
tion, inspection and supervision. Ac-
cording to this representative, as a
leading member of joint Inter-ministe-
rial Meeting of the State Council for
implementing IPR strategy, SIPO is
responsible for leading 51 tasks and
participating 42. (by Wang Yu)
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s a new model for Sino- Singa-
Apore collaboration, Sino- Singa-

pore Guangzhou Knowledge
City (SSGKC )now has a new strate-
gic development opportunity.

The Sate Council recently agreed
to officially launch a comprehensive
reform on IPR utilization and protec-
tion for SSGKC, aiming to establish
an IPR and innovation driven city,
which is based in Guangdong, cover-
ing South-China, and piloting nation-
wide.

According to the paper, SSGKC
will further enhance IPR strategy,
deepen IPR reform, clear institutional
mechanism barriers for innovation
driven development, strengthen IPR
protection, revitalize IPR utilization
market, advance industrial level, stim-
ulate innovation vitality, upgrade inno-
vation chain, raise innovation- added
value, encourage mass entrepreneur-
ship and innovation.

The paper says that SIPO and
Guangdong Provincial People’ s Gov-
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rom the catwalk to the sidewalk,
Christian Louboutin and his red
sole design have come to define
glamorous footwear to women around
the world. This iconic designer recent-
ly has a trademark registration prob-
lem in China. In February 2015, the
Trademark Review and Adjudication
Board (TRAB) under State Adminis-
tration for Industry and Commerce
(SAIC) denied his filings red sole as
trademark.  Disgruntled  Christian
Louboutin brought TRAB to the Bei-
jing IPR Court and seeks reversal.
Now, the court has handled this case.
On January 22, 2015, TRAB held
that the trademark is composed of reg-
ular high-heeled shoes figure and sin-
gle color, which would mislead public
when it was used on footwear prod-
ucts. In parallel, the applicants failed
to prove that the trademark has dis-
tinctiveness after commercial use.

ernment and other organizations
should establish a working mecha-
nism to advance the reform, jointly ad-
dress major problems and policy de-
mand. Organs under the State Council
should implement the tasks according-
ly and cooperatively, giving abundant
support for mechanism innovation
and policy implementation.

The paper emphasizes that Guang-
dong Provincial People’ s Govern-
ment should play an important leader-
ship role in formulating relevant
matching measures and implementing
responsibility — system, establishing
IPR industry park with high stan-
dards. Guangdong province will give
full support to SSGKC to implement
systematic comprehensive and coordi-
native reform. The trial- and- error
mechanism should be established. SS-
GKC will introduce successful experi-
ences and practices to manage, utilize
and protect IPR based on the Singa-
pore- Guangdong cooperation board-
ing system.

A representative from SIPO says
that launching a comprehensive IPR
reform in SSGKC is of great signifi-
cance. Firstly, it is an important mea-
sure to introduce successful practice
and deepen reform on IPR. Secondly,
it will ensure that IPR will play a posi-
tive role in guaranteeing innovation,
stimulating the market vitality and en-
couraging mass entrepreneurship and
innovation.

(by Wang Yu)
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Red sole encounters trademark registration

“ELREIR” AEAERE & I b A v TR

Christian Louboutin held that the
scope of his trademark registration fil-
ings is only the red sole, not the fig-
ure of the high-heeled shoes, which is
just to indicate the position of the
mark. He could not agree with
TRBA’ s decision that the mark is
composed of regular high- heeled
shoes figure and single color, the
mark in question is non- obvious. He
held that the TRAB should only exam-
ine the red sole, not the figure of high-
heeled shoes.

According to Li Shunde, dean from
Chinese academy of sciences, based
on the current trademark law in Chi-
na, position trademark filing or single
color trademark filing could be reject-
ed. But, Chinese law will provide con-
ditional and proper protection to the
un- licensed marks. “I am sure that
China’s trademark law will be further
improved.” says Li.

We will follow the development of
this case.
(by Lv Keke)
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