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®)China's IP

in foreign eyes

hina needs to avoid asset bub-
Cbles and support productive

and innovative firms. Similar-
ly, policies to promote continuous
technological innovation and indus-
trial upgrading can increase produc-
tivity. And measures that increase
domestic research capacity - for ex-
ample, by strengthening protection
of intellectual property rights - can
nurture innovation. ( Containing Chi-
na’ s Slowdown, by Project Syndicate)
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Strengthening protection of intel-
lectual property rights plays impor-
tant role in building an innovation-
oriented country. China should put
more in protecting intellectual prop-
erty rights and improving innovation
capability, to contribute to innova-
tion-oriented country construction.
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ome 40% of all the e- com-
Smerce in the world takes place

in China, making an e- com-
merce strategy for that market al-
most obligatory for international
brands. But one of the chronic chal-
lenges in China is the problem of
counterfeits and intellectual property
(IP) rights. There are indications of
improvement in China IP protection,
but the main source of optimism is
the same as the historic reason for
pessimism: the role of Alibaba , Chi-
na’s leading e-commerce company.
(Aflibaba Plays Pivotal Role In China's
Intellectual Property Rights, Forbes)
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In the past few years, more and
more torts on IPR happened in e-
commerce markets all over the
world with the rapid development of
e-commerce. For e-commerce giant
like Alibaba, it is an obligation to en-
hance IP protection and make a
health environment for e- commerce
development.
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China issues 13th Five—Year Plan on scientific and technological innovation
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ecently, the 13th Five-Year Plan
R;n national innovative develop-
ent plan was issued by the
State Council of China, depicting the
scientific and technological innova-
tion development of China in next
five years. According to the plan, the
comprehensive ability of innovation
would rank the 15th place in the
world. The S&T and innovation poli-
cy would continue improving. The
IPR would be effectively protected.
Among the major indexes, by 2020,
the contributing percentage of science
and technology would increase from
55.3% to 60%. The number of inven-
tion patent owned by per 10,000
heads would increase from 6.3 to 12,
that of PCT filing would be doubled
from the currently 30,500.

“It reflects the combination of S&T
and economy and innovation, and pays
extra attention to coordination in the
whole process of innovation links,”
said Lv Wei, director general of Tech-
nological Economy Research Depart-
ment of Development Research Center
of the State Council who engaged in
the formulation of the plan. “The com-
bination of S&T innovation and indus-
trial development would conducive to
the reform in each links of innovation.
The innovation-related measure in the
plan is not only a measure for S&T, but
also includes a group of measures in-
cluding economy, taxation, finance,
trade, IP and standard- setting. The IP-

Regulations on

he regulations on Reducing Pat-
Tent Fees jointly issued by the Min-
istry of Finance and National De-
velopment and Reform Commission
would come into force on September
1st this year. According to the roughly
calculation by the Ministry of Finance,
the patent fee would be reduced by
about 4.1 billion yuan every year after
implementation of the opinion.
The regulations were formulated to
implement the State Council’ s opin-

related measures would be highlighted

in the plan.”Lv adds.

Currently, innovation has become a
power force for development. IP is
playing an increasingly significant
role in inspiring innovation. The plan
stresses to implement IP strategy and
accelerate to building China into an IP
power house; improve the IP laws and
regulations; aggravate punishment for
the crime in IP infringement, improve
compensation, conduct punishment
compensation system and reduce safe-
guarding cost; improve enforcement

mechanism for IP infringement,

strengthen the coordination between
administrative enforcement and judi-
cial protection, beef up IP comprehen-
sive administrative enforcement; es-
tablish a green channel for patent ex-
amination; guide the market players
to create and use IP, promote the com-
mercialization of innovative achieve-
ments by building a IP interests share
mechanism; implement [P manage-
ment in central finance S&T plan, es-
tablish an IP evaluation system; build
a multiple IP system for serving busi-
ness and foster a group of brand IP
services.
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reducing patent fees to come into force on September 1st
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ions on accelerating building China in-
to IP power house, better support the de-
velopment of patent work and reduce
the burden on companies and individu-
als. The regulations expand the body
scope of subject, simplify the proce-
dures, increase penalties, reiterated pat-
ent agencies and agents acted in accor-
dance with professional ethics, which
could meet the requirement for acceler-
ating IP development and inspire pub-
lic’s enthusiasm of innovation.

In 2006, SIPO formulated regula-
tions on reducing the rate of patent
cost based on the former implementa-
tion regulations of Chinese patent
law. Nearly 70% patent applicants or
patentees enjoyed the above privileg-
es. In 2015, a total of 3.5 billion yuan
of patent fees were reduced.

(by Hu Shuyang)
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Guangdong—based lighting company fails in trademark battle
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he International lighting giant
TOsram Company recently filed
an opposition to the Trademark
Review and Adjudication Board
(TRAB) under the State Administra-
tion for Industry and Commerce as the
Wk 4% B trademark filed by Guang-
dong-based Outelang Lighting Compa-
ny constitute similarity to its KX 7] B
OSRAM trademark. After the registra-
tion of KX 4FHA trademark was denied
by TRAB, the case was brought to Bei-
jing IP Court. Recently, the court made
the first- instance rule which main-
tained the decision made by TRAB.
The court held that the evidences
provided by Osram could prove that
there was certain relationship between
Kk 7 B and OSRAM after long-term
publication. In terms of character, the
dispute KX 4%F HH trademark is similar
with ¥i @] Bf. In terms of pronuncia-
tion, ¥ &F B was also closer with Xk
i B and OSRAM. The trademark in
dispute could constitute similarity

with % 5] B and OSRAM in charac-
ter and pronunciation, which could
cause confusion among the public
when used in the same and similar
products. The defendant could not pro-
vide enough evidences to distinguish
W45 B from KX 51 EH and OSRAM in
lighting products. So ordered.
(by Mao Liguo)
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with Osram
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